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What is Going on with Property Taxes?

ARCIT Board of Directors

amount of property taxes a homeowner owes each year is based on the tax 
rates set by cities, counties and school districts where they live and the value of 
their home.

School districts use local property tax revenue to cover as much of their base 
budgets as possible — then the state chips in the rest. Over time, that formula 
has often resulted in fewer state dollars paying for public education as local 
property values have grown. In any given year, revenue from property 
taxes makes up more than half of the state’s pot of funds to pay for public 
schools, the rest of which comes from state and federal sources. Of the $69.3 
billion that went to public education in fiscal year 2020, property taxes kicked in 
$38.4 billion while the state provided $23.3 billion. The rest came from federal 
funds. 

As a result, school property taxes make up the bulk of a typical Texas 
homeowner’s tax bill. More than half of all property tax revenue in the state 
comes from school property taxes, according to data from the Texas 
Comptroller’s office. 

Band-Aids
Texas legislators have tried numerous ways to limit property tax growth. There 
are measures in place to try to slow property tax growth. Under state law, the

(Continued on page 5)

Burning Issues
Texas’ high property taxes are again taking the stage amid the state’s real 
estate market explosion. Home values in some areas have surged by double 
digits, prompting homeowners to worry that they will see a similar rise in their 
property tax bills.  

Texans pay some of the highest property taxes in the U.S. The state ranks sixth 
nationally in property taxes paid as a percentage of owner-occupied housing 
value, according to the Tax Foundation. That organization ranks Texas 13th 
among the states in property tax collections per capita. It also says only three 
states (New Hampshire, Alaska and New Jersey) rely more heavily on property 
taxes than Texas, where 44% of all local and state tax collections come from 
property taxes. 

Why So High?
It’s the result of the state’s reliance 
on property taxes to finance local 
governments, to pay the salaries of 
police officers and firefighters and 
for government services like roads, 
libraries, parks and particularly 
public schools. In general, the 

http://www.arcit.org/
mailto:info@arcit.org
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Texas Broadband Plan Released
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar released the Texas Broadband Plan to support the expansion of broadband access 
for underserved and unserved Texans. The Comptroller’s Broadband Development Office (BDO) crafted the plan 
building upon the feedback that the Comptroller and BDO staff collected from Texans through 12 public town halls, 
60 virtual regional roundtable discussions and more than 16,000 survey responses.

In a letter to Texas lawmakers, Hegar stated, “An important, recurring theme has been the reminder that though 
high-speed internet may once have been a luxury, it is now a necessity. Texans need reliable, high-speed

Gov. Greg Abbott prioritized expanding broadband access as one of five emergency items for the 87th Legislature 
in his State of the State address on Feb. 1, 2021. The BDO was established shortly afterward to award grants, low-
interest loans and other financial incentives to expand access to broadband service across the state.

The Legislature appropriated $5 million to the Comptroller to administer the program. Additionally, the American 
Rescue Plan Act enacted by the federal government has allocated $500.5 million to Texas for broadband 
expansion, while the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act will allocate at least $100 million. It should be noted 
that uncertainty remains concerning rules and restrictions governing these federal dollars. Texas and other states 
will need flexibility from the federal government to best utilize the resources available to bridge the digital divide.

Because potential federal funding and additional state funding are yet to be determined, this initial statewide plan 
is based on several guiding principles that will create the foundation for those future funds.

The plan will become more defined over time as federal agencies finalize program guidance and funding 
allocations. In addition, more detail will be added if the Texas Legislature appropriates additional state funding for 
new programs for broadband expansion. Lastly, as the BDO creates a more granular address-level broadband 
availability map, those data will help quantify the digital divide in ways that are impossible at the drafting of this 
initial plan and will allow the BDO to operate with greater precision moving into the future.

Next steps are organized into three areas of focus aimed at maximizing available funding, providing for 
transparency and accountability, and understanding and overcoming barriers. By early next year, the BDO will:
• Establish a broadband-focused, federally compliant grant program.
• Publish a broadband availability map.
• Manage recurring coordination and communication opportunities across stakeholder groups.

“Texas faces a huge challenge: Connecting over 1 million households to high-speed broadband, improving 
connectivity for over 5.6 million households, improving affordability of broadband for 3.6 million households and 
assisting 3.8 million Texans with digital literacy challenges," Hegar said. "This plan is a foundation upon which the 
Texas Legislature, the BDO and other stakeholders can build actionable programs.”

For more information about the Texas Broadband Plan, go to BroadbandForTexas.com.

connectivity for a wide range of potential applications including public health, safety, 
education and modern agriculture.” The plan is to be a useful, insightful and sound 
road map for improvement of broadband. Expanding broadband access will require 
collaboration and partnerships between local governments and private entities, 
across counties and among residents.

U.S. Census Bureau data indicate almost 2.8 million Texas households, including 7 
million people, lack broadband access. Twenty-three percent of Texans have limited 
ability to attend virtual classes, see a health care provider from their living room, fill 
out a job application online, start a business or access online marketplaces from their 
kitchen table. This problem disproportionately affects rural communities, 
communities of color and low-income families.

https://broadbandfortexas.com/
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ARCIT -- Advertising for the businesses in YOUR community! 

29714 US 59 HWY
El Campo, Texas 77437
(979) 543-8312

2949 SW I-10 Frontage Rd 
Sealy, TX 77474
(979) 627-6027

https://www.praseks.com/shop

207 Farenthold St.
El Campo, TX 77437
Office # 979-543-2696
Fax # 979-543-5006 
INFO@BLSCONSTRUCTION.COM
WWW.BLSCONSTRUCTION.COM

979-543-9498
Printing@PrintBizStuff.com

www.elcampoeco.org

(979) 543-3703
https://www.ryanservicesandequipment.com

110 N. Washington
El Campo, TX 77437
979.543.5772
www.prairieroseelcampo.com

Learn how to advertise your 
community businesses on page 13 
or email Kris at Kris@arcit.org

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT!

1504 West Jackson
El Campo, Texas 77437
Toll Free: 1-800-347-9869 Or (979) 543-6047
Email: info@martinphase.com
www.martinphase.com

Public Management
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
P: 281-592-0439

A Champion for Texas Towns

Since 1982, Public Management, Inc. has been dedicated to crafting a service that specifically focuses on the 
quality of life in rural Texas communities. Founded on the principles of community engagement and relationship 
building,

Public Management assists municipalities with professional planning, management, and financial services.
With offices strategically located throughout the state, Public Management offers Texas communities an 
innovative staff dedicated to offering industry-leading, client-based service.

Public Management, Inc. is more than a consultant. They do more than grant management 
and offer much more than typical planning services. They help communities, big and small, 
in the pursuit of prosperity.

https://www.praseks.com/shop
http://www.blsconstruction.com/
mailto:Printing@PrintBizStuff.com
http://www.elcampoeco.org/
https://www.ryanservicesandequipment.com/
http://www.prairieroseelcampo.com/
mailto:Kris@arcit.org
mailto:info@martinphase.com
http://www.martinphase.com/
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
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taxable value of an owner’s primary residence can’t rise more than 10% each year if they have a homestead 
exemption.

Three years ago, state lawmakers capped school districts’ tax rates and required cities and counties to seek voter 
approval if they want to raise their total property tax revenue by 3.5% or more than the previous year. Those laws 
have slowed the growth of property taxes, sort of. According to a study by the Texas Taxpayers and Research 
Association, Texas taxpayers would have shelled out $6 billion more in property taxes than they did in 2021 if not for 
the legislation.  

Texas voters recently voted to cut their own taxes at the May ballot box. Voters approved a measure to raise the 
state’s homestead exemption from $25,000 to $40,000 for school district property taxes.  

What’s Next?
State lawmakers are trying to find other ways to lower property taxes or at least slow down their growth. Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick has asked a state Senate committee chaired by Sen. Paul Bettencourt (R-Houston) to look into property 
tax reform measures or cuts ahead of the Texas Legislature’s next session in January.  

Gov. Abbott has proposed a “taxpayer bill of rights” that includes ideas to further cut school property tax rates, make 
property appraisals more transparent and limit local governments’ ability to take on new debt without first asking 
voters.  

Meanwhile, state lawmakers are eyeing a $12 billion surplus in state revenue to pay for some public-school costs so 
districts may lower their property tax rates. Texas is also suing the federal government for the right to use $3 billion 
in federal stimulus funds to pay for tax cuts. A federal judge in Amarillo sided with Texas earlier this month, but the 
decision is likely to be appealed. 

Other ideas include making the sales prices of properties public — which advocates say would ensure properties 
aren’t exorbitantly valued and that owners of expensive properties are paying their fair share of taxes. Another, 
gaining momentum in Republican circles is the abolition of school districts’ maintenance and operations tax, which Lt. 
Gov. Patrick instructed senators to look into this year. 

Rural Texas Raking in Airbnb Dough
Rural areas in Texas have seen spikes in tourism and migration, and it is especially evident in the vast amount of 
Airbnb properties in those areas across the Lone Star state. According to a recent report from Airbnb, rural Texans 
raked in more than $116 million from properties in 2021, making it the tenth most popular state for travelers to visit 
when booking Airbnb. In fact, not only in Texas, but across the U.S. guest bookings for Airbnb stays in rural areas 
grew more than 110% compared to 2019.

Airbnb’s services essentially act as an online marketplace for lodging. It is 
most used to find vacation rentals and tourism activities, and the best part 
is that anyone can do it. Lodging can be anywhere from a city apartment to 
a cabin in the woods, as well as everything in between. Even the small guest 
house behind your home can be listed on Airbnb. There is even a feature 
that allows users to search for locations through categories, and along with 
the growing demand for rural areas, farm stays have become the fourth
largest category on the site with more than 100,000 homes listed.

The simple fact is that anyone can become a host, and there are endless opportunities when seeking travel 
destinations as well. It provides the chance to give travelers a totally unique and enriching experience in rural Texas.



Eminent Domain Victory for Landowners
Texas landowners had an unexpected victory recently in their state 
Supreme Court, giving them more power in future valuation negotiations 
over their condemned property. The Texas Supreme Court's opinion in 
Hlavinka v. HSC Pipeline P'ship is being called "a huge victory for 
landowners" and the ruling shifts the advantage away from the pipeline 
companies and to the landowners in condemnation negotiations. 
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Justice Jane Bland delivered the opinion of the Texas Supreme Court on the Hlavinka case, which first made its way 
through the trial court and then through the Court of Appeals for the First District of Texas. There were several 
issues put before the court, but the one that has landowners encouraged was how the court viewed valuation of a 
condemned property easement. Here the difference was huge between what the landowners said the easement 
was worth (about $3.3 million) and what the pipeline company wanted to set the price at (just over $23,000).

In remanding the case back to the trial court, Justice Bland wrote: "A condemnation should not be a windfall for a 
landowner. Nor should it be a windfall for a private condemner. A condemner must pay a fair price for the value of 
the land taken. Evidence of recent fair market sales to secure easements running across the property that precede 
the taking are admissible to establish the property's highest and best use, and its market value, at the time of the 
taking.”

Hlavinkas had negotiated for, and been paid for, two private pipelines prior to a condemnation by HSC for a pipeline 
easement. Those earlier negotiations were not eminent domain cases. HSC said the value paid under those third-
party agreements was not admissible as evidence as to the value of the condemned easement they wanted to take, 
but the Supreme Court disagreed.

The Hlavinka case was first appealed on several issues. Included was whether HSC Pipeline was a "common carrier," 
as defined by Texas law, and whether the product their pipeline would carry, propylene, was an oil product. There 
was also the issue of whether HSC could prove the pipeline was for public use, and lastly whether the trial court had 
erred when it refused to allow Terrance Hlavinka, one of the plaintiffs, to testify as to the market value of the 
condemned land.

In Texas, in order to condemn property, an entity must be considered a common carrier. The Appeals Court in the 
Hlavinka case held HSC was a common carrier. The court also held that propylene is an oil product and a liquified 
mineral, and thus is a proper "common carrier product." A common carrier cannot take private property unless it is 
"for public use," and this bar was also met by HSC.

As for value of the land, the Appeals Court noted that compensation for land taken by eminent domain is measured 
by the market value of the land at the time of its taking. The court pointed out that this does not require expert 
testimony, but rather that a landowner can testify as to the value of the property -- as the Hlavinkas attempted to 
do in the trial court.

The Appeals Court said: "The object of the inquiry is always to find the fair market value of the property; an 
appraisal method is valid only if it produces an amount that a willing buyer would actually pay a willing seller." That 
price should be at the land's "highest and best use.”

HSC said the highest and best use of the condemned easement was as agricultural/recreational or rural/recreational 
land. The Hlavinkas had, however, specifically purchased the land in 2001, for the purpose of selling pipeline 
easements, due to its unique location near the Texas Gulf Coast, directly between refinery and industrial centers in 
Texas City and the Oyster Creek and Freeport areas.

At the time of HSC's condemnation of the easement across the property, there were 25 pipelines across the

(Continued on page 14)



Silent Auction Donations for 
ARCIT Annual Conference

If you would like to donate an auction item for the upcoming ARCIT silent 
auction, please contact us below.  We would be thrilled to have your donation to 
support ARCIT.  

The deadline to provide an auction item is Monday, August 15th.

Suggested Items Include: 
* Gift Cards         *Sporting Events      *Wine & Libations

* Travel Excursions * Technology                       *Hunting & Fishing Trips
*  Themed Gift Baskets          * Jewelry * Signed Memorabilia

* Gift cards *Art 

* And anything YOU would want to buy/donate

Please help support ARCIT by donating today! We can’t wait to see 
what you can raise for rural communities! 

For More Information, Please Reach Out To: 

Kris Parker – kris@arcit.org
Kara Mayfield – Kara@arcit.org / 512-788-1819
Kim Little – edcolemanedc@outlook.com / 325-625-3669

The ARCIT Virtual Silent Auction will be held online and in 
conjunction with the ARCIT Annual Conference, 
October 25 – 27, 2022.   

We NEED Your Help In Making Our Silent Auction AMAZING!

mailto:kris@arcit.org
mailto:Kara@arcit.org
mailto:edcolemanedc@outlook.com
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The Texas General Land Office (GLO) has launched a disaster preparedness campaign called “Don’t 
Ignore Your Risk.” GLO developed the new outreach initiative to encourage Texans to prepare for 
hurricane season and stay prepared. The season began Wednesday, June 1, and runs through 
November 30, 2022. 

“Don’t Ignore Your Risk”
The disaster preparedness campaign includes a series of video advertisements in English and Spanish. They urge 
Texans to take time now to:
• Know their risk
• Purchase flood insurance
• Protect their home
• Safeguard documents
• Prepare emergency supplies
• Map an evacuation route.

Most Homeowner Insurance Policies Don’t Cover Flooding
GLO produced a series of twelve short videos that you can watch at recovery.texas.gov/preparedness. They’re 
powerful, poignant and compelling. Each makes a simple point about the value of preparedness. And each 
underscores the value of flood insurance.

“Be prepared and have a solid plan in place prior to severe weather,” said Commissioner George P. Bush. “Knowing 
your risks, having an evacuation plan, gathering supplies, securing documents, and protecting your property with 
flood and wind insurance are key steps to being prepared for storms or wildfires. Texans can follow the GLO on 
social media and find disaster preparedness information for family and pets at recovery.texas.gov/preparedness.”

Aid No Match for Flood Insurance
According to a report by the Risk Management and Decision Processes Center at The Wharton School, homeowners 
received an average of $8,900 in individual housing assistance from Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) following Hurricane Harvey. Meanwhile, the average of flood insurance claims was $115,104.

And almost five years after Harvey, the City of Houston’s Housing and Community Development Department still has 
hundreds of millions of dollars left to distribute. Counting on aid, as opposed to insurance, could mean years of living 
in subpar conditions.

According to FEMA, just one inch of flood water can cause more than $25,000 in damage.

Five Essential Steps
The GLO encourages all Texans to prepare for hurricane season by doing the following:

1. Know Your Risk
Sign up for your community’s emergency warning system. The Emergency Alert System (EAS) and National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Radio also provide emergency alerts.

2. Make Your Evacuation Plan
Check with local officials about updated evacuation shelters for this year. Know where your family will meet up if 
you are separated and where you will stay. Pack a “go bag” including items you need to take with you if you 
evacuate. A “go bag” should be easy to carry and kept in a place where you can grab it quickly. Check with 
drivetexas.org to find routes near you. To find a shelter near you, download the FEMA app at fema.gov/mobile-app.

(Continued on page 10)

https://recovery.texas.gov/preparedness/index.html
https://recovery.texas.gov/preparedness/index.html
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ARCIT is here to assist member communities with sample grant procurement. On the ARCIT website, find sample
procurement templates and documents for grant opportunities for which your community may be applying.  The 
website has sample procurement templates for the following:

• Economic Development Administration Economic Adjustment Assistance (EAA) RFP/Q
• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
• Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Program (LHMPP)
• Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) CDBG – CV Communities Resiliency Program (CRP)
• Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) TXCDBG RFP
• 2 CFR 200 Procurement Policies & Procedures with App. 2 and GLO Checklist
• RESTORE RFP & RFQ
• CDBG MIT-MOD
• Administrative & Engineering Firms Listing
• 2018 Flood & 2019 Flood & Imelda
• Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG MIT - Request for Qualifications (RFQ) Guidance
• Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG-MIT Infrastructure Program
• Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Flood Infrastructure Fund
• 2020 Texas County Transportation Infrastructure Fund (TIF) Procurement Templates
• FEMA Public Assistance Procurement
• 2020 TxCDBG Colonia Templates / Sample Documents
• Hurricane Harvey CDBG-DR Procurement Templates
• HMA Procurement Templates
• 2020-2022 TxCDBG Community Development Fund
• 2020-2022 TxCDBG RFQ - Engineering Request for Qualifications

For details visit - https://arcit.org/member-login-page-for-content/

NOTE: ARCIT members will need to create a username and password to access procurement templates.  
Please email ARCIT at info@arcit.org for instructions. 

Assisting Rural Communities: 

https://arcit.org/member-login-page-for-content/
mailto:kris@arcit.org
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3. Gather Supplies
Plan for your entire household including children, people with disabilities or access/functional needs, and pets. Don’t 
forget medications.

4. Secure Documents
Remember to secure copies of important personal documents. Filing for government assistance requires 
documentation. Be sure to keep documents in a secure location and take them with you if you need to evacuate. 
Place these documents in a waterproof bag and back them up on cloud storage or a thumb drive.

5. Protect Your Property
Shutter your home as needed. Review your flood insurance policy (or sign up for one). And declutter drains and 
gutters. Most homeowner and renter insurance policies do not cover flood damage. And a flood insurance policy 
generally does not take effect until 30 days after purchase. So, be sure to maintain your policy or get one now. Take 
a video “tour” of your home to document all items and the home’s current condition.

The GLO’s “Don’t Ignore the Risk” campaign will run for the next three months. It includes social media, digital 
display, cable, broadcast and streaming platforms. It is inspired by SB 285 that was signed into law during the 86th 
Session of the Legislature. The GLO helps educate Texans about the benefits of protecting their homes and finances 
through flood insurance and being prepared for storms and other natural disasters. For more information, 
visit recovery.texas.gov/preparedness.

Remember, just because you may be outside of the 100-year flood plain doesn’t mean you won’t flood. Sixty-four 
percent of Harris County homes that flooded during Harvey were outside of the 100-year flood plain.

TX Supreme Court Rules in Favor of TX Central
The Texas Supreme Court ruled on June 24 that Texas Central Railroad & 
Infrastructure Inc. can use eminent domain to acquire land for a bullet train from 
Dallas to Houston, even as tax troubles and the resignation of the company’s CEO 
leave the future of the $30 billion project uncertain. In a 5-3 decision, the court 
ruled that Texas Central and Integrated Texas Logistics Inc. are “interurban electric 
railway companies” with the power to use eminent domain. 

This decision affirms the intermediate appellate court ruling in Texas Central’s favor and comes after a years long 
dispute between Texas Central and Texans Against High-Speed Rail, a group concerned about the possible use of 
eminent domain to seize land for the project. The landowners argued that the Texas Central project was not a 
railway under Texas law and therefore did not have the rights associated with a railway, including eminent domain 
and access to property for surveyors. 

The project still faces obstacles. Earlier this month, Texas Central CEO Carlos Aguilar resigned publicly on LinkedIn. 
Texas Central also owes at least $622,975 in delinquent property taxes to several counties on the railway’s path, 
according to a Texas Supreme Court brief filed in March by lawyers for the counties of Grimes, Madison, Leon, 
Waller, Freestone, Ellis, Limestone and Navarro.

Last year, Texas Central achieved several critical regulatory approvals that bring the project closer to construction. 
The next step in the process is to work with partner organizations and federal and state agencies, led by the Federal 
Railroad Administration, on finalizing the permits, obtaining certification by the Surface Transportation Board, 
financially closing on the project, and beginning construction on the rail line.

Texans Against High-Speed Rail is vowing to fight any effort to keep the high-speed rail project from moving forward.

https://recovery.texas.gov/preparedness/
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Missing a 
Neighboring 
Community?

Ask them to 
join ARCIT

Over 20 
years ARCIT 
has shown

TOGETHER 
Rural is 

STRONGER

www.arcit.org

ARCIT MEMBERS
Recognizing the Leaders for Rural Communities in Texas

Alice
Aransas County
Aransas Pass
Austin County
Ballinger
Bastrop County
Bastrop EDC
Bay City
Bay City CDC
Bayside
Bee County
Bellville
Bellville EDC
Big Lake EDC
Bishop
Blum
Bowie
Bowie EDC
Brazoria
Brazos County
Breckenridge
Brenham
Brewster County
Brookside Village
Brown County
Brownfield
Burleson County EDC
Burton
Cameron
Carmine
Carson County
Carthage Improvement 

Corporation
Cass County
Celeste
Centerville
Chambers County
Chandler
Charlotte
Cisco
Cleveland
Cleveland EDC
Clifton
Coahoma
Coke County
Coleman County
Coleman EDC
Colorado City
Colorado County

Columbus
Coolidge
Cross Plains
Crowell
Cuero CDC
Daingerfield
Daisetta
Dawson
Deer Park
Dickens County
Dickinson
Dimmitt
Eagle Lake
Edna
El Campo
El Campo CDC
El Campo Chamber
Fairchilds (Village of)
Falfurrias
Falls City
Fayette County
Florence
Freer 
Friona EDC
Fulton
Garrett
Garza County
Giddings Chamber
Gillespie County
Godley
Goldsmith
Goldthwaite
Granbury
Grand Saline
Grimes County
Hallsville
Happy
Harmony Public Schools
Hearne
Hempstead
Holland
Hondo
Hooks
Howe
Hudspeth County
Hughes Springs
Huntsville 
Ingleside
Iowa Colony
Jacinto City

Jack County
Jacksboro EDC
Jarrell
Jayton
Jewett
Jones County
Jones Creek (Village of)
Josephine
Kemp
Kendleton
Kimble County
Kountze EDC
La Feria
La Marque
La Porte
La Vernia
Lampasas County
Lee County
Leonard
Leon County
Live Oak County
Llano
Marlin
Mathis
McCamey
McMullen County
Menard County
Mexia EDC
Milam County
Monahans
Monahans EDC
Morton
Murphy
Navarro County
Navasota
New Deal
Nocona EDC
Northeast TX Municipal Water 

District
Oldham County
Omaha
Palacios
Palestine
Prairie View
Port Isabel
Post
Queen City EDC
Redwater
Refugio
Refugio County

Rice
Richmond
Richwood
Riverside
Robert Lee EDC
Roberts County
Robertson County
Rosebud
Rosenberg
Runge
Sabine County
San Augustine County
San Benito
San Elizario
Seadrift
Sealy
Seminole
Simon
Slaton
Smithville
Snyder
Somerville
Sweeny EDC
Tehuacana
Texas State SBDC
Timpson
Victoria County
Vernon
Walker County
Waller
Waller County
Ward County
Washington County
Weimar
Wharton
Wharton County
Wheeler County
Whiteface
Whitesboro EDC
Wink
Wolfe City
Woodsboro
Woodville
Yoakum County
Yorktown
Yorktown EDC
Young County

http://www.arcit.org/
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ARCIT -- Advertising for the businesses in YOUR community! 

213 S Commercial Ave, Coleman, TX 76834
Main number: 325-625-3444
http://www.CattleDriveCafeColeman.com

304 S. Commercial
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: 325.625.1500
Website:
https://www.facebook.com/bonnevillecoleman

116 S Commercial Ave
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: (325) 220-2223
Thurs-Sat 10am - 6pm
Facebook.com/parkersgoods

210 S Commercial Ave.
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: 512.761.0503
Website: http://watsonvineyard.com

Coleman 4A & 4B EDC
Coleman City Hall
2oo W. Live Oak
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: (325) 625-3669

Find out 
more on 
Page 13!

2710 S Commercial Ave
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: 325-259-1948
https://www.theharbordkourt.com
info@theharbordkourt.com

$105.5M for School Security, Mental Health Ahead of School Year
Gov. Greg Abbott and along with Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and Texas Speaker of the House Dade Phelan announced an 
agreement to spend $105.5 million for security and mental health resources for the coming school year following the 
massacre in Uvalde. 

Per an announcement from them along with the Texas House and Senate’s top budget writers, a budget execution 
will provide the following:

• $50 million for bullet-resistant shields;
• $5.8 million to expand the Texas Child Health Access Through Telemedicine (TCHATT) statewide;
• $4.7 million to the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) to increase Multisystemic Therapy (MST) 

across the state;
• $950,000 to HHSC to expand Coordinated Specialty Care (CSC) teams across the state;
• $7 million for rapid response training by the Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training (ALERRT) Center 

and $3 million for local law enforcement agencies to offset travel expenditures associated with the training;
• $7 million to the Texas School Safety Center for on-site campus assessments to evaluate access control measures;
• $17.1 million for school districts to purchase silent panic alert technology; and
• $5 million to the Texas Department of Public Safety to expand fusion center research and capabilities.

The mental health efforts include $5.8 million to expand telemedicine for children and $4.7 million to increase the 
use of a treatment program for at-risk youth.

In approving the funds, Abbott emphasized almost all were being transferred from the TEA surplus and would “not 
affect current school operations or funding.” Just over $100 million is coming from that source, while the remaining 
$5 million is being tapped from the state’s Health and Human Services Commission.

http://www.cattledrivecafecoleman.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bonnevillecoleman
http://watsonvineyard.com/
https://www.theharbordkourt.com/
mailto:info@theharbordkourt.com
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For more information contact kris@arcit.org. 

mailto:kris@arcit.org


Page 14

Eminent Domain Victory for Landowners (continued from page 6)

acreage. In addition, Terry Hlavinka, who was not allowed to testify at the trial court, had been negotiating pipeline 
easements and oil and gas leases for more than 30 years at the time of trial. He planned to use the two previous 
sales of pipeline easements across the property as comparable, reporting a value in acres and in "rods" -- a common 
measurement for pipelines. A rod is a linear measure, void of width, of 16.5 feet in length.

Hlavinka's testimony would have placed the value of HSC's condemned easement at $3.3 million. HSC, however, 
valued the easement at just $23,326. It was roughly 6 acres in total size. The Appeals Court found that Hlavinka's 
use of a price per rod factor in determining the easement's value was not improper and that his overall valuation 
testimony was relevant. The Appeals Court said, "He used comparable sales to support his opinions regarding the 
fair market value of the easement" and that the trial court abused its discretion by not allowing the testimony. It 
was on this point, and the others noted above, that the case went to the Texas Supreme Court for a final decision.

Legislative Updates on Eminent Domain

On the legislative side, five bills were approved last year in Texas that will affect 
eminent domain issues in the state: HB 2730, HB 4107, SB 721, SB 725 and SB 726. All 
five bills were signed by the governor and are now in effect. Briefly, those bills include 
the following:
• HB 2730 creates what is known as the "Landowner's Bill of Rights" in Texas. It 

outlines the process that all condemning authorities must follow and the 
landowner's rights.

• HB 4107 provides rules for common carrier pipeline entities exercising eminent domain power, including the 
notice and indemnification they are required to provide the property owner.

• SB 721 requires entities with eminent domain power to disclose to the property owner any and all current and 
existing appraisal reports produced or acquired by the entity that relate specifically to the owner's property and 
were used in determining the entity's opinion of the value.

• SB 725 requires a condemning entity to pay any additional taxes/expenses if a subject property with an 
agricultural tax exemption loses that tax exemption due solely to the condemnation

• SB 726 requires a condemning entity to complete at least three actions (it had been two) to show "actual 
progress" on a condemned property.

Water Infrastructure Funding in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

On July 13, 2022, from 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM ET, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will host a webinar about 
BIL funding. The funds can help communities improve their water and wastewater infrastructure. A significant 
amount of the funds are dedicated to grants or principal forgiveness loans for disadvantaged communities.

Register for EPA’s Water Infrastructure Funding in the BIL webinar to learn:
• How state revolving fund (SRF) program funds work
• How the BIL funding can help communities address water infrastructure challenges
• What resources are available for information and technical assistance
• Where to go for more information

You will be able to ask questions during the event. EPA will record the 
presentation and post the recording and slides online after the webinar.

The link to register is: 
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_tvhAEDGwQz2z-ha7Op9YSg

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MjkuNjAwNzYxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy56b29tZ292LmNvbS93ZWJpbmFyL3JlZ2lzdGVyL1dOX3R2aEFFREd3UXoyei1oYTdPcDlZU2cifQ.HXaFn_drbQe8hXY6N7K7h-qhKTLem8WFHQuR5WPeoLY%2Fs%2F115633343%2Fbr%2F134502465905-l&data=05%7C01%7Cjason.robinson%40tceq.texas.gov%7Cda4fc59870d044a8f48608da59ef4f1e%7C871a83a4a1ce4b7a81563bcd93a08fba%7C0%7C0%7C637921181620598712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=72%2FHWobsEpWRC8YHCrYbeOE%2FjfUemFNh0wiEHW%2Bka88%3D&reserved=0
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_tvhAEDGwQz2z-ha7Op9YSg







