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“Generational Opportunity” to Grow Rural
Internet
Texas is about to be on the receiving end of what experts say is the most
expensive effort ever to give more people high-speed internet at home. It’s
going to be a big test of all levels of government.
Federal and state officials are embarking on an ambitious partnership to bring
broadband internet access to all corners of the state, drawing from part of a
$65 billion fund passed by Congress this fall as part of an infrastructure law
signed by President Joe Biden.
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Texas, according to experts, is likely to
receive as much money for the
expansion as any state, given its vast
rural geography where high-speed
internet is often the hardest to find. If
done right, experts say it could
transform the rural parts of the state,
giving residents a chance to
participate in the modern digital
economy, visit doctors online, and even enjoy streaming home entertainment —
an upgrade some liken in importance to rural electrification efforts nearly a
century ago.
But the coming infusion of cash is also creating a massive logistical challenge for
government officials expected to implement the plan, challenging their ability to
coordinate with each other and stave off political feuds that could derail the
project.
One group, Connected Nation Texas, estimates that about 820,000 Texans don’t
have access to high-speed internet. Those people are primarily concentrated in
West Texas, the Panhandle, and parts of the Rio Grande Valley, the type of
sparsely populated rural areas where internet service providers have
determined broadband internet doesn’t make economic sense for their
companies.
The broadband investment is part of a broader $1.2 trillion infrastructure law
that funds the repair of roads and bridges, replaces lead water pipes, and
upgrades the electrical grid, among other initiatives. Of the $65 billion the law
provides to expand broadband access, $14 billion is earmarked to help lowincome families pay for high-speed internet. The federal government is
providing another $42.5 billion for the physical expansion of the broadband
network in states.

(Continued on page 6)

Texas Law Allows Sensitive Personal Information on County Websites
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For more than a decade, some Texas county clerks’ offices have left thousands of unredacted social security
numbers online — exposing people to COVID relief fund theft and other identity crimes. County clerks never told
people they were exposed, and the state government hasn’t prioritized protecting this crucial piece of their personal
information.
Even county clerks are at risk. Since 2007, the state government no longer allows
social security numbers on certain documents and must redact this information if
they receive a redaction request. State law further allows county clerks to review and
redact older records, many of which contain unredacted social security numbers. But
they aren’t required to do so. And many do not, alarming privacy advocates.
Criminals can use this identifier along with other basic pieces of information to
commit identity crimes such as financial, medical or benefit fraud. These numbers
are on public records that residents are required to file with their county clerk's office. Currently, counties are only
legally obligated to provide redaction request forms to people who want their social security numbers removed from
public view. However, they aren’t responsible for notifying those whose numbers are on county websites.
In 2020, Texas ranked among the top states for identity theft, according to the Federal Trade Commission 2020 Data
Book. That year, they received almost 135,000 identity thefts reports from Texas.
Access to such information can lead to a myriad of crimes with a long-lasting impact. In 2020, according to the FTC,
loan and lease fraud were among the most common forms of fraud in Texas. While the FTC does not have estimates
on how much money was lost solely to identity theft at a state level, in 2020, they reported more than $200 million in
fraud losses in Texas, of which identity theft was by far the most common.
Most Texans could face legal penalties for disclosing a social security number, but a 2007 change in state law exempts
county clerks from criminal liability for doing just that. A living person’s social security number had been deemed
confidential under a 2005 amendment to an existing Texas law. At the time, Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott
reinforced this point in a 2007 opinion which states: “Texans have a legitimate expectation that their SSNs will remain
confidential.”
County clerks voiced concern that redacting old documents required too much work and money which “halted
business and commerce.” Thus, Abbott walked back his stance while the Texas legislature amended the law to
absolve county clerks. As of this 2007 amendment, county clerks are not liable for providing documents that contain
unredacted social security numbers.
Another 2007 amendment also allowed for social security number redaction requests and prohibited social security
numbers on certain document types. Now, forms may require only limited disclosure of a few social security number
digits, but thousands of documents already filed in 2007 were not retroactively redacted.
Across Texas, there are widespread inconsistencies in county clerks’ handling of social security numbers. While some
counties have taken the initiative of automatically redacting past records with computer software, other county clerks
say they will not redact them without a request from the person whose number is exposed. In addition, those county
clerks haven’t alerted citizens whose numbers are exposed or have to take steps to protect themselves. Some
counties have prioritized protecting this information. Others haven’t.
Texas privacy protection laws are lacking compared to other states. For example, California does not exempt
government entities from legal responsibility if social security numbers are unknowingly exposed. California also
allows consumers to contact businesses about what personal information they may have.
In cases of breaches — where someone who is unauthorized accesses sensitive personal information — mandatory
disclosure laws require the attacked entity to notify those whose data is compromised.
(Continued on page 3)
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Creativity. Energy. Experience. Value. Professionalism.
Denton Navarro Rocha Bernal & Zech, P.C. was organized in 1990 to establish a public law practice providing
local governments, as well as their elected and appointed officials and city staff members, with the highest
quality of local government representation at the most effective cost. We are now a 21-attorney law firm
with four office locations called upon to serve local governments throughout the State of Texas, including
every major metropolitan area in the state. With over 30 years of experience as a Firm and more than 250
years of collective legal experience being held by the lawyers of the Firm, we pride ourselves on our
collaborative approach to practicing law and providing legal services.
Contact Us Today:

2500 W. William Cannon, Suite 609
Austin, Texas 78745-5320

512/279-6431 (office)
tdsantee@rampagelaw.com
www.rampagelaw.com
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29714 US 59 HWY
El Campo, Texas 77437
(979) 543-8312

979-543-9498
Printing@PrintBizStuff.com
www.elcampoeco.org

2949 SW I-10 Frontage Rd
Sealy, TX 77474
(979) 627-6027
https://www.praseks.com/shop

(979) 543-3703
https://www.ryanservicesandequipment.com

110 N. Washington
El Campo, TX 77437
979.543.5772
www.prairieroseelcampo.com

207 Farenthold St.
El Campo, TX 77437
Office # 979-543-2696
Fax # 979-543-5006
INFO@BLSCONSTRUCTION.COM
WWW.BLSCONSTRUCTION.COM

Interested in Seeing Business in YOUR Community???
Learn how to advertise your community businesses on page 10 or email
Kris at Kris@arcit.org
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Texas was one of the last states to pass data breach notification laws and this protection does not extend to victims
of government agency breaches. States with strong privacy protection laws like California include government
agencies in legislation like breach notification laws. There is contention on which entity has the responsibility to
address the issue of unredacted social security numbers. Should it be left up to state lawmakers to require counties
make this a priority or is it the county’s responsibility to remedy the situation using current resources? Some county
clerk offices insist that lack of funding and state lawmakers’ support hinders departments from fixing the problem.
However, the state government doesn’t enforce or provide resources for county clerks to improve the security of
their records thus the status quo.
If you’re concerned your social security number is compromised, reach out to the county clerk’s office where your
documents are filed to see if your social security number is redacted. If your sensitive personal information is
publicly available, you may request a redaction through the corresponding county clerk and, in most cases, they
must redact your social security number.
If your identity is stolen, the Attorney General of Texas’ website contains resources on what to do if you’re an
identity theft victim. You can also reach out to the Identity Theft Resource Center for help on how to deal with and
recover from identity theft.

$128 Million to Support Staffing Needs at Rural Hospitals, Nursing
Facilities
Governor Greg Abbott recently announced the Texas Health and Human Services
Commission (HHSC) is providing $128 million in federal American Rescue Plan Act funding
to rural hospitals and nursing facilities to support health care providers during the COVID19 pandemic.
Funds for the grant programs were authorized as part of Senate Bill 8 during the Third
Special Session. The direct grant funds will pay for critical staffing needs in rural hospitals
and in nursing facilities throughout the state.
HHSC is distributing approximately $90 million to Texas nursing facilities with an active license as of November 8,
2021 under the Nursing Facility COVID-19 in Healthcare Relief Grant (NF-CHRG) program. Each eligible facility will
receive $75,000. The grant can be used for critical staffing needs, such as for bonuses and employing contracted
staff.
The agency is also distributing approximately $38 million or $250,000 to each eligible rural hospital under the Rural
Hospital COVID-19 in Healthcare Relief Grant (RH-CHRG) program. The funds are discretionary and can be used by
rural hospitals to support staffing, infrastructure, or revenue losses related to the pandemic.
HHSC will administer grant agreements to the legally authorized representatives of the approximately 1,200 eligible
nursing facilities and approximately 150 eligible rural hospitals in January 2022, and they will have 15 business days
to sign the agreement. Six months after the award, grantees must submit documentation to HHSC regarding how
they used the funds.
Separately, Texas rural hospitals, nursing facilities, community attendants, home health agencies, and other longterm care providers will have the opportunity to apply for $325.3 million in competitive grants in early 2022.
Information about the competitive request for applications will be posted to the HHSC website as soon as it
becomes available.
(Continued on page 11)

Texas AG Says Texas Central Can’t Use Eminent Domain
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Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton has sided with private property owners in an ongoing eminent domain dispute.
At issue is whether Texas Central Railroad, a private company and developer of a proposed high-speed rail project
connecting Dallas and Houston, qualifies under the Texas Constitution’s definition of a rail company and therefore is
eligible to exercise eminent domain authority to build the 240-mile rail line.
Landowner James Miles sued Texas Central after the company attempted in 2015 to secure permission to survey the
600 acre-tract he owns in Leon County. If Texas Central’s proposed route is constructed, it would bisect Miles’
property with a 100-foot right-of-way.
The suit is now being reviewed by the Texas Supreme Court
after opposing lower court and appellate court decisions.
Miles claimed Texas Central cannot use eminent domain
since the company is not currently operating a railroad. That
means the company doesn’t meet the definition of a
railroad company or an interurban electric railway company
as described under the State of Texas Transportation Code.
For its part, Texas Central believes it qualifies as a railroad
company because it’s engaging in railroad activities with a
“reasonable probability” the project will eventually result in
trains running on tracks.
The Thirteenth Court of Appeals in Corpus Christi’s verdict hinged on the definitions of “railroad company” and
“interurban electric railway company” offered in the Texas Transportation Code. In a legal brief filed at the invitation of
the Texas Supreme Court, Paxton argued the court should overturn the appellate court’s decision siding with Texas
Central. This would effectively ban Texas Central from exercising eminent domain authority as it seeks to secure land to
construct rail lines.
“The Legislature has delegated to ‘railroad companies’ the power of eminent domain, which includes the power to
enter, examine and survey a person’s land that may be used for the company’s proposed railway. The [companies] may
only make preliminary examinations and surveys of private landowners’ properties for the purpose of constructing and
operating a bullet train if they are either railroad companies or interurban electric railway companies,” he wrote in the
brief. “In the State’s view, [Texas Central Railroad and associated company Integrated Texas Logistics] are neither.”
Over the course of the 46-page brief, Paxton laid out arguments as to why Texas Central and its associated company do
not qualify for railroad status in the state of Texas.
The first definition of “railroad company” refers to currently operating railroad companies seeking to expand routes,
according to the attorney general’s argument. “But Respondents are not operating anything resembling a railroad. That
they might possibly do so someday is not enough,” Paxton said.
The second definition of “interurban electric railway” refers to what Paxton’s team categorized as small, local, electric
railways designed to transport passengers between a city and its surrounding areas, like operations commonly called
commuter rails. The cross-state high-speed train does not fit the definition, according to the state.
“They are not railroad companies because they do not operate a railroad. And they are not interurban electric railway
companies because the high-speed train they intend to operate is not the small, localized, interurban railway expressly
contemplated by statute,” the attorney general’s office wrote. “The respondents also cannot satisfy constitutional
constraints upon private actors seeking to employ eminent-domain powers because they cannot show a likelihood that
they will procure financing to complete the project.”
The state ended its argument by saying Texas Central also cannot satisfy constitutional constraints requiring private
companies to demonstrate a “reasonable probability” they will complete the public-use project.
public interest,” Paxton concluded.

Rural Community Snags $17B deal
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Once considered a long shot, the small Texas town of Taylor beat the
odds to land Samsung's $17 billion chipmaking factory. Taylor, 30
miles northeast of Austin in Williamson County, has about 18,000
residents.
It took late-night Zoom calls with execs in South Korea and almost $1
billion of publicly funded incentives to swing a Samsung real estate
deal that Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s office called “the largest foreign
direct investment in Texas on record.”
About $981 million from state and local authorities helped convince
the South Korean company this year to build a $17 billion semiconductor factory on a 1,200-acre field near the
central Texas town of Taylor.
The incentives include $954 million of property tax breaks from the city, county and school district over the 30-year
life of the contracts. That’s in addition to a $27 million grant from a state incentive fund.
A database run by public-interest group Good Jobs First ranks it the biggest corporate incentive deal of its type in
Texas history. An additional $260 million of infrastructure improvements near the site will be funded mostly by the
city, county, and state. They include roads that officials said were part of existing long-range plans. Samsung’s user
fees will repay the cost of extending water and sewer service for the factory, according to the city. Samsung’s only
existing US semiconductor plant is in nearby Austin. The company chose the Taylor location rather than building on
a lot it owns next to that factory. Sites in Arizona and New York were also in the running.
The plant will bring about 2,000 Samsung jobs and may fuel economic growth in the area. Officials say the project
will net the city about $52.2 million of property tax revenue during the deal’s 30-year life. The city will rebate about
92 percent of Samsung’s property taxes during the project’s first decade, 90 percent in the second and 85 percent in
the third.

Additional Time Allowed for Online Registration Renewal Eligibility
A new state law gives Texans additional time to renew their vehicle registration online. House Bill 2152 allows online
registration renewals up to 12 months past the expiration date. Previously, Texans could renew expired registrations
online up to nine months past the expiration date. Customers who renew late will still be responsible for paying for a
full year of registration.
Additionally, anyone renewing between 10 and 12 months after their registration expires will have the option to
renew for both the current (past-due) registration year and the next registration year at the same time. The month of
expiration will not change for Texans using this option. Registration and local county fees will be doubled when
registration is renewed for both years; however, only one Processing and Handling Fee will be charged.
To renew your registration online visit TxDMV.gov or Texas.gov.

Helping Rural Communities:
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ARCIT is here to assist communities with grant procurement. On the ARCIT website, find sample procurement
templates and documents for grant opportunities for which your community may be applying. The website has
procurement templates for the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Program (LHMPP)
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) CDBG – CV Communities Resiliency Program (CRP)
Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) TXCDBG RFP
2 CFR 200 Procurement Policies & Procedures with App. 2 and GLO Checklist
RESTORE RFP & RFQ
CDBG MIT-MOD
Administrative & Engineering Firms Listing
2018 Flood & 2019 Flood & Imelda
Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG MIT - Request for Qualifications (RFQ) Guidance
Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG-MIT Infrastructure Program
Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Flood Infrastructure Fund
2020 Texas County Transportation Infrastructure Fund (TIF) Procurement Templates
FEMA Public Assistance Procurement
2020 TxCDBG Colonia Templates / Sample Documents
Hurricane Harvey CDBG-DR Procurement Templates
HMA Procurement Templates
2020-2022 TxCDBG Community Development Fund
2020-2022 TxCDBG RFQ - Engineering Request for Qualifications

For details visit - https://arcit.org/member-login-page-for-content/
NOTE: ARCIT members will need to create a username and password to access procurement templates.
Please email ARCIT at info@arcit.org for instructions.

“Generational Opportunity” to Grow Rural Internet
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Senior U.S. officials say that the law is designed to let states take the lead, allowing them to design individualized
plans to expand broadband in their states that they then take to the federal government to receive funding. In
addition, US Commerce Department officials have indicated they are pleased that Texas has created a Broadband
Development Office, which should lead all implementation and coordinating efforts within the state. Until recently,
the Lone Star State was one of the few states in the nation that didn’t have a comprehensive plan or agency
designed to handle broadband expansion.
The federal government has not yet begun doling out the bulk of the money for the expansion, waiting first for the
Federal Communications Commission to issue new maps detailing which areas lack access to broadband internet.
Before the new maps are even issued, however, the federal government will put out a notice of funding opportunity
on May 16, 2022, outlining what requirements states must meet to apply for funds.
Federal law will require, however, that Texas and other states first expand high-speed internet to areas that lack any
access to it. Beyond the logistical challenges, however, some officials worry that politics could endanger the federal
and state partnership. All those involved are hopeful this funding will lead to a generational opportunity to remove
the barriers for internet for all Texans in turn leaving future Texans wondering what it was like before a dependable
internet connection.

Eligible Texas Voters Must Register by January 31st to Cast a Ballot
in the March 1 Primary Election
Texas voters should make sure they are registered to vote ahead of the January 31st voter registration deadline for
the March 1, 2022, Primary Elections in Texas. Voters registered by January 31st can also participate in Early Voting,
which begins on February 14th and ends February 25th, 2022. In Texas, voters register with their respective county
voter registrars, which are housed within Elections Administrator offices or Tax Assessor-Collector offices, depending
on the county.
To be eligible to vote in Texas, you must be:
• A United States citizen;
• A resident of the county where you submit the application;
• At least 17 years and 10 months old on the date your voter registration application is submitted, and 18 years of
age on Election Day.
• Not finally convicted of a felony (you may be eligible to vote once you have completed your sentence, probation,
and parole); and
• Not declared by a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be either totally mentally incapacitated or partially
mentally incapacitated without the right to vote.
Texas is an open primary state, which means that voters do not 'register' as members of a particular political party.
Rather, eligible Texas voters can cast a ballot in either party's primary election - but not both. Primary Elections
are run by the Republican and Democrat parties in each of Texas' 254 counties. Party chairs in each county are
responsible for conducting voting on Election Day, while county election officials administer the Early Voting period.
Texans can check to verify their registration status ahead of the January 31st deadline by
visiting the Texas Secretary of State's My Voter Portal.

TCEQ Proposes Changes to Compliance History Rules Focused on
Industrial Incidents
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In December 2021, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ) approved the publication of proposed changes to its compliance
history rules to allow the agency to reclassify a site’s compliance history
classification if an emergency incident results in significant impacts to the
public and the environment.
In describing the background and reasons for the rulemaking, the agency
noted the occurrence of a number of emergency incidents at industrial
facilities in the state and resulting scrutiny of the facilities involved in those incidents. The proposed rulemaking is
intended to “communicate to the regulated entity and the public that a review of such a site’s performance is
underway, provide a more immediate and accurate measure of a site’s performance in light of such an event, and
make compliance history a more effective tool to provide oversight and ensure regulatory consistency.”
If the rules are adopted as proposed, facilities involved in significant emergency incidents would face heightened
regulatory scrutiny in agency decisions.
TCEQ currently calculates compliance history scores annually for covered regulated entities based on a five-year
look back period and classifies sites as unsatisfactory, satisfactory, or high performers, or as unclassified if no
compliance information is available for the site. The agency is authorized to take compliance history classification
into consideration in its regulatory decisions including those related to permitting and enforcement matters. For
example, if a site is classified as an unsatisfactory performer, the agency may deny or amend a solid waste
management permit. Because compliance history scores are calculated annually, however, it is possible that, under
the current compliance history rule framework, a site’s compliance history classification may not accurately or
promptly consider the occurrence of the emergency incident.
Under the proposed rulemaking, a process would be established for TCEQ’s executive director to initially designate a
site’s compliance history classification as “under review” and subsequently reclassify it to “suspended” if the
executive director determines that “exigent circumstances” exist due to the occurrence of a significant emergency
event such as a major explosion or fire. “Exigent circumstances” would be determined based on the existence of
significant community disruption, emergency response by a federal or state authority to address an actual,
unauthorized release and certain other consequences (such as the issuance of an emergency order or temporary
injunction or evacuation of persons from their homes or other locations). Upon such determination, the “under
review” designation would be effective immediately and the site owner and operator would be notified of this first
step in the reclassification process.
As a second step in the process and no later than 90 days after a site’s classification as “under review,” TCEQ’s
executive director would then determine, after consideration of available information concerning whether the
incident was caused through any fault of the site’s owner or operator, whether a “suspended” classification was
warranted and if so determined, would provide notice of the reclassification.
If a site was reclassified to “suspended” status, then the site would be treated as an unsatisfactory performer for
purposes of relevant agency decisions.[8] A site’s reclassification to “suspended” status would remain for at least
one year but potentially up to three years.
TCEQ has scheduled a virtual public hearing to be held on January 27, 2022. The agency will also be accepting
written public comments until February 1, 2022. Additional details may be found at TCEQ’s website
at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/rules/prop.html.
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Alice
Angleton
Aransas County
Aransas Pass
Austin County
Bastrop
Bastrop County
Bastrop EDC
Bay City
Bay City CDC
Bayside
Bee County
Bellville
Bellville EDC
Big Lake
Big Lake EDC
Bishop
Bloomburg
Blum
Bogata
Bowie
Bowie EDC
Brazoria
Brazos County
Breckenridge
Brenham
Brewster County
Brookside Village
Brown County
Brownfield
Burleson County
Burleson County EDC
Burton
Callahan County
Cameron
Carmine
Carson County
Carthage Improvement
Corporation
Cass County
Centerville
Chambers County
Chandler
Charlotte
Cisco
Cleveland
Cleveland EDC
Clifton
Coahoma
Coke County
Coleman County
Coleman EDC
Colorado City
Colorado County

Columbus
Coolidge
Cross Plains
Cuero CDC
Daingerfield
Daisetta
Dawson
Deer Park
Dickens County
Dickinson
Dimmitt
Eagle Lake
Edna
El Campo
El Campo CDC
El Campo Chamber
Fairchilds (Village of)
Falfurrias
Falls City
Fayette County
Florence
Freer
Friona EDC
Fulton
Garrett
Garza County
Giddings Chamber
Gillespie County
Godley
Goldsmith
Goldthwaite
Gonzales
Gonzales Chamber of
Commerce
Gonzales EDC
Granbury
Grand Saline
Grapeland
Grimes County
Hallsville
Happy
Harmony Public Schools
Hearne
Hempstead
Holland
Hondo
Hooks
Howe
Hudspeth County
Hughes Springs
Huntsville
Ingleside
Iowa Colony
Jacinto City

Jack County
Jacksboro EDC
Jarrell
Jayton
Jewett
Jones County
Jones Creek (Village of)
Josephine
Kemp
Kendleton
Kimble County
Kountze EDC
La Feria
La Marque
La Porte
La Vernia
Lampasas County
Lee County
Leonard
Leon County
Lipscomb County
Live Oak County
Llano
Marlin
Mathis
McCamey
McMullen County
Menard County
Mexia EDC
Milam County
Monahans
Monahans EDC
Morton
Murphy
Navarro County
Navasota
New Deal
Nocona EDC
Northeast TX Municipal Water
District
Oldham County
Omaha
Orange County Water Control &
Improvement District No. 1
Palacios
Palestine
Pearsall
Plainview
Prairie View
Port Isabel
Post
Queen City EDC
Redwater
Refugio
Refugio County
Rice
Richmond
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Richwood
Riverside
Robert Lee EDC
Roberts County
Robertson County
Rosebud
Rosenberg
Runge
Sabine County
San Augustine County
San Benito
San Elizario
Seabrook
Sealy
Seminole
Simon
Slaton
Smithville
Snyder
Somerville
Starr County
Sweeny EDC
Tehuacana
Texas State SBDC
Timpson
Victoria County
Vernon
Walker County
Waller
Waller County
Ward County
Washington County
Weimar
Wharton
Wharton County
Wheeler County
Whiteface
Whitesboro EDC
Wink
Winnsboro EDC
Wolfe City
Woodsboro
Woodville
Yoakum County
Yorktown
Yorktown EDC
Young County

Buyers Rush to Snap Up Rural Texas Properties
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Urban Texans are “stampeding” to rural parts of the state, sparking a huge jump in both sales volume and prices.
Rural land sales in Texas continue to soar as buyers rush to purchase property for subdivisions, investments, farming
or country retreats, according to the Texas Real Estate Research Center at Texas A&M University. Sales statewide
surged to 9,331 in the third quarter, up 40 percent from a year ago, and the average price per acre jumped nearly 25
percent to $3,717. The research center divides Texas into regions and grouped Austin, Waco and the Hill Country
together. Sales and average prices were both up more than 30 percent in those three months ending Sept. 30, with
more than 160,000 acres sold.
Some of the acreage is being broken up into tracts for subdivisions as demand for homes surge. Ranch and crop land
is also sought after, and investors and speculators are snapping up chunks of land. In many cases, these buyers are
making offers that exceed asking prices. Sales surged in west, northeast and south Texas and along the Gulf Coast in
the third quarter. In the Panhandle and South Plains, sales are expected to reach record levels this year.

ARCIT -- Advertising for the businesses in YOUR community!

213 S Commercial Ave, Coleman, TX 76834
Main number: 325-625-3444
http://www.CattleDriveCafeColeman.com

304 S. Commercial
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: 325.625.1500
Website:
https://www.facebook.com/bonnevillecoleman

Find out
more on
Page 10!
Coleman 4A & 4B EDC
Coleman City Hall
2oo W. Live Oak
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: (325) 625-3669

210 S Commercial Ave.
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: 512.761.0503
Website: http://watsonvineyard.com

2710 S Commercial Ave
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: 325-259-1948
https://www.theharbordkourt.com
info@theharbordkourt.com

116 S Commercial Ave
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: (325) 220-2223
Thurs-Sat 10am - 6pm
Facebook.com/parkersgoods
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For more information contact kris@arcit.org.

$128 Million to Support Staffing Needs at Rural Hospitals, Nursing
Facilities (continued from page 3)
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Funds for the grant programs were authorized as part of Senate Bill 8, 87th Legislature, 3rd Called Session, 2021.
The money comes from the Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund (42 U.S.C. Section 802) established under the
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Pub. L. No. A117-2).
For more information about the Nursing Facility COVID-19 in Healthcare Relief Grant program and the Rural Hospital
COVID-19 in Healthcare Relief Grant program, visit: https://www.hhs.texas.gov/business/grants/covid-19healthcare-relief-grants

Interesting Fact About Texas
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Beaumont to El Paso : 742 miles
Beaumont to Chicago : 770 miles
El Paso is closer to California than to Dallas
World's first rodeo was in Pecos , July 4, 1883.
The Flagship Hotel in Galveston is the only hotel in North America built over water. Destroyed by Hurricane Ike
in 2008!
6. The Heisman Trophy was named after John William Heisman who was the first full-time coach at Rice University
in Houston.
7. Brazoria County has more species of birds than any other area in North America
8. Aransas Wildlife Refuge is the winter home of North America 's only remaining flock of whooping cranes.
9. Jalapeno jelly originated in Lake Jackson in 1978.
10. The worst natural disaster in U.S. history was in 1900, caused by a hurricane, in which over 8,000 lives were lost
on Galveston Island.
11. The first word spoken from the moon, July 20,1969, was " HOUSTON ," but the space center was actually in
Clear Lake City at the time.
12. King Ranch in South Texas is larger than Rhode Island.
13. Tropical Storm Claudette brought a U.S. rainfall record of 43' in 24 hours in and around Alvin in July of 1979.
14. Texas is the only state to enter the U.S. by TREATY, (known as the Constitution of 1845 by the Republic of Texas
to enter the Union ) instead of by annexation. This allows the Texas Flag to fly at the same height as the U.S. Flag
and may divide into 5 states.
15. A Live Oak tree near Fulton is estimated to be 1500 years old.
16. Caddo Lake is the only natural lake in the state.
17. Dr Pepper was invented in Waco in 1885. There is no period in
Dr Pepper.
18. Texas has had six capital cities: Washington -on- the
Brazos, Harrisburg , Galveston, Velasco, West
Columbia and Austin.
19. The Capitol Dome in Austin is the only dome in the
U.S. which is taller than the Capitol Building in
Washington DC (by 7 feet).
20. The San Jacinto Monument is the tallest free-standing
monument in the world, and it is taller than the
Washington monument.
21. The name ' Texas ' comes from the Hasini Indian word 'tejas’
meaning friends. Tejas is not Spanish for Texas.
22. The State Mascot is the Armadillo (an interesting bit of trivia about
the armadillo is they always have four babies. They have one egg,
which splits into four, and they either have four males or four females.)
23. The first domed stadium in the U.S. was the Astrodome in Houston
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Local Knowledge, Local Experience, Local Service, Nationwide
Core & Main was established in 2017, built on the foundation of 80+ legacy companies. We are a leading
distributor of water, sewer, storm drain and fire protection products in the United States.
We are industry leaders, supplying local expertise, service and products nationwide to build innovative
water, wastewater, energy and fire protection solutions for our customers and the communities we serve.
We invest in the development and well-being of our people, who are the key to our future. Together, we act
with honesty and integrity because we believe strong relationships make for strong communities.

Historical Water Use Survey Data for Public Water Systems
The Texas Water Development Board has an interactive data dashboard
(https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/waterusesurvey/dashboard/index.asp) that displays historical water
use survey and estimate data by public water system in Texas from 2010-2020. There are two sections, Intake &
Sales and Categorical Use and Connections. Using the TWDB interactive data dashboard, entities can view how water
use has changed over time.
Public water systems are encouraged to review the information for your individual system. If you notice any missing
information or errors in your water use data, please contact TWDB by March 31st, 2022, by emailing the Water Use
Survey Team at waterusesurvey@twdb.texas.gov.
• If you would like to see copies of your past water use surveys, please
visit https://www3.twdb.texas.gov/apps/reports/WU/Historical_FinalWaterUseSurvey and search using the
survey number provided to you in the official survey letter.
• If you see that your data is the exact same for two or more years, this indicates that the survey was not submitted
for one or more years and the information from the previous submission was used as a placeholder.

