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The Sunset of Texas’ Chapter 313

ARCIT Board of Directors

School district property tax rates generally make up half the total property tax 
burden in Texas and Chapter 313 is the only program by which school district 
taxes can be abated to attract new facilities. Both the developer and school 
district receive benefits from a 313 agreement. School districts keep far more 
money under 313 agreements than they would from increased tax collections, 
which are generally turned over to the state for redistribution to other districts 
under Texas’ Robin Hood school finance system.

Nearly every state offers robust property tax breaks to attract capital-intensive 
manufacturing facilities. So post-sunset, Texas communities hoping to attract 
new investments and jobs will be forced to require the largest developers to pay 
$100 million or more in additional property taxes as compared with neighboring 
states.  For example, consider a $1 billion manufacturing facility. Louisiana, 
under its ITEP incentives program, would likely abate 80% of all property taxes 
for 10 years—reducing the property tax burden for that facility to about $30 
million over 10 years, depending on location. Even if every other non-school 
district local taxing jurisdiction in Texas offers maximum abatement for 10 
years—a rare event—that same facility could face a Texas property tax burden 
of about $125 million.

While there is hope that the Texas Legislature will adopt a replacement program 
in the future, this is far from guaranteed and cannot happen until mid-2023 at 
the soonest, when the legislature next convenes. It’s also unclear whether a 
replacement program would offer as significant a tax reduction as is available

(Continued on page 6)

Texas’ most valuable tax incentives program will expire this year. Chapter 313, 
which reduces school district property taxes for capital-intensive facilities to 
attract economic development to the state, will sunset on Dec. 31, 2022. Once 
the program sunsets, businesses and developers who want to bring large 
projects to Texas will be unable to negotiate reductions in school district 
property taxes. But there is still time if your community wants to participate.

If the developer finalizes a 313 
agreement in 2022, the 
agreement is grandfathered into 
the program. That said, there is 
limited time remaining. The 
comptroller’s office recently 
announced that to guarantee 
finalization of a 313 agreement 
prior to the program’s sunset, 
applications should be 
submitted by April 2022.

http://www.arcit.org/
mailto:info@arcit.org
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Website to Streamline Early Childhood Services for Texas Parents
The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC), working in partnership with several state agencies that also provide 
services to young children, is launching the Early Childhood Texas website, a streamlined resource for Texas parents 
to access information about available early childhood services available through TWC, Texas Education 
Agency, Texas Department of Family and Protective Services, Texas Department of State Health Services and Texas 
Health and Human Services Commission. The new website, earlychildhood.texas.gov, serves as a one-stop-shop to 
connect Texas parents with access to a variety of free or low cost services and resources, available through different 
state agencies and different programs.

The Early Childhood Texas website offers Texan’s information and resources in the following areas:
• Health & Development: child development including resources for children with special needs, nutrition, health 

tips and healthcare
• Parenting: child safety, parenting tips and support, at-home learning activities
• Child Care & Education: child care and after school programs, pre-kindergarten, Head Start and Early Childhood 

Special Education
• Eligibility Programs: state sponsored programs and assistance opportunities for Texas families

Cybersecurity in Texas

the Texas Cybersecurity Act. One promising outcome of this legislation is the Texas Information Sharing and Analysis 
Organization (TxISAO), a membership program under DIR that serves as a centralized forum for public and private 
sector groups in Texas to exchange pertinent information about cyberthreats and security strategies.

TxISAO now has more than 1,500 members and partners with four major organizations: The University of Texas at 
San Antonio, the University of Texas at Austin, DIR’s Network Security Operations Center, and the Texas A&M 
University System Security Operations Center.

The 86th and 87th Legislatures passed cybersecurity training requirements for state agency and local government 
employees and elected or appointed officials who use computers or access databases for at least 25 percent of their 
duties. The DIR annually must certify at least five cybersecurity training programs that “focus on forming 
information security habits and procedures that protect information resources and teach best practices for 
detecting, assessing, reporting and addressing information security threats.”

Early Childhood Texas aims to provide families with young children easy access to Texas state agency programs, 
services and resources. A team of staff from each agency has guided the development of this website with direct 
input from Texas parents and families. The website is managed by the interagency team and funded by the Texas 
Workforce Commission. For more information visit https://earlychildhood.texas.gov/.

Cybersecurity initiatives at the state level began in 2011 when the Legislature 
created the temporary Cybersecurity, Education and Economic Development 
Council to study Texas’ cybersecurity infrastructure and make 
recommendations to the executive director of the Texas Department of 
Information Resources (DIR).

In 2017, a pivotal year for cybersecurity in Texas, the 85th Legislature 
enhanced the protection of state agency information resources with

(Continued on page 5)

https://earlychildhood.texas.gov/?utm_medium=promotion&utm_source=presser&utm_campaign=ect_launch&utm_term=twc
https://earlychildhood.texas.gov/?utm_medium=promotion&utm_source=presser&utm_campaign=ect_launch&utm_term=twc
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ARCIT -- Advertising for the businesses in YOUR community! 

29714 US 59 HWY
El Campo, Texas 77437
(979) 543-8312

2949 SW I-10 Frontage Rd 
Sealy, TX 77474
(979) 627-6027

https://www.praseks.com/shop

207 Farenthold St.
El Campo, TX 77437
Office # 979-543-2696
Fax # 979-543-5006 
INFO@BLSCONSTRUCTION.COM
WWW.BLSCONSTRUCTION.COM

979-543-9498
Printing@PrintBizStuff.com

www.elcampoeco.org

(979) 543-3703
https://www.ryanservicesandequipment.com

110 N. Washington
El Campo, TX 77437
979.543.5772
www.prairieroseelcampo.com

Learn how to advertise your 
community businesses on page 11 
or email Kris at Kris@arcit.org

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT!

1504 West Jackson
El Campo, Texas 77437
Toll Free: 1-800-347-9869 Or (979) 543-6047
Email: info@martinphase.com
www.martinphase.com

201 Cambridge Rd.
Tyler, TX  75703
P: 903-581-0500
https://www.grtraylor.com/

“The oldest grant management firm in the State of Texas, operating continuously since 1974, and have 
successfully managed over $400 million in federal or state assisted projects.”

GARY R. TRAYLOR & ASSOCIATES, INC. is a firm of governmental consultants and planners serving 
Texas counties and municipalities in the specialized preparation of applications to agencies of the State 
and Federal government for project financing, and the administration of projects involving such financing 
through the provision of professional management and compliance documentation services. The company 
has operated continuously in these fields since 1974 and is considered the oldest firm of its type in the 
State of Texas, and one of the largest.

Services:
• Strategic Planning
• Grant Applications & Approvals
• Public Hearings
• Funding Strategies
• Training

“Always working for your 
community…always.”

https://www.praseks.com/shop
http://www.blsconstruction.com/
mailto:Printing@PrintBizStuff.com
http://www.elcampoeco.org/
https://www.ryanservicesandequipment.com/
http://www.prairieroseelcampo.com/
mailto:Kris@arcit.org
mailto:info@martinphase.com
http://www.martinphase.com/
https://www.grtraylor.com/


Page 4New Burn Protocols Announced
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department will be implementing new procedures for 
prescribed burns — which are used to remove dense vegetation and other fuel that 
could intensify wildfires — after a scheduled burn engulfed more than 800 acres in 
Bastrop County.

According to a TPWD press release, the review by a panel of independent experts 
looked at the preparation, planning and execution of the prescribed burn in addition to

ARCIT Member Becomes Film Friendly Texas Designation 
Governor Greg Abbott announced that the City of Plainview, completed the multi-
step training and certification process, has been designated as a Film Friendly Texas 
community by the Texas Film Commission. For more than 50 years, the Texas Film 
Commission has helped grow local jobs and economies by promoting the Lone Star 
State as the premier destination for film, television, commercial, animation, visual 
effects, video game, and extended reality (XR) production.

weather and wind speeds. It also looked a staff, equipment and safety resources. The release stated that a 
prescribed burn requires low humidity for the fire to burn at a steady pace and winds of no less than 6 mph to move 
the fire across the designated area while pushing smoke away from urban areas.

Bulldozers will also now be required to be on the fire-line with firefighters before a fire begins and vehicle operators 
will need to attend pre-fire safety briefings with the burn team. The panel also recommended considering local 
rainfall amounts and social moisture on top of the national standards for prescribed fires, which are already 
followed. Additionally, the panel recommended that, once burn plans have been drafted for high-risk areas such as 
Bastrop, TPWD create a process for an additional review by a third party. The panel said reviewers should be 
qualified burn bosses with significant experience in execution, planning, fire behavior, fire weather and area fuel 
conditions.

The panel also recommended that staff receive more fire-suppression training and assist in suppressing fires in Texas 
and the U.S. Currently, staff meet the minimum qualifications required in Texas. Finally, the panel recommended 
additional funding, possibly through federal grants, to increase voluntary land maintenance of some neighboring 
properties plus working with State partners and nonprofits. 

The Rolling Pines fire at Bastrop State Park burned through more than 800 acres of land and was declared 100% 
contained on Jan. 24, days after it started. It forced hundreds of families to evacuate their homes as a precaution, 
but they were allowed to return after a day. The exact cause of the fire has not been determined at this time, but 
officials believe it might have started with embers escaping the prescribed burn area.

Through the Film Friendly Texas training and certification process, communities large and small are readied to help 
match local businesses with production-related needs, creating jobs for Texas-based crew members and residents, 
as well as spurring on-site spending at local small businesses. 

The City of Plainview in the Panhandle Plains joins more than 160 Film Friendly Texas communities from across the 
state that receive ongoing training and guidance from the Texas Film Commission on media industry standards, best 
practices, and how to effectively accommodate on-location filming activity in their community.

The Texas Film Commission in the Governor’s Economic Development and Tourism Office has attracted $1.74 billion 
in local spending and created more than 162,000 production jobs across the state from 2007 to 2021.

To explore all that Film Friendly Texas communities, offer, visit: https://gov.texas.gov/film/page/fftx_overview

For cast, crew, and digital media job opportunities in Texas, visit: https://gov.texas.gov/film/hotline

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MjkuNDM4NDc4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dvdi50ZXhhcy5nb3YvZmlsbS9wYWdlL2ZmdHhfb3ZlcnZpZXcifQ.mPu11gIr2gixs9NNB5zl1djZbmLLNrzrpEMQbxzI57U%2Fs%2F527769942%2Fbr%2F110092588647-l&data=04%7C01%7Csheridan.nolen%40gov.texas.gov%7Cc7e9edf60c394fd7e1e908d9fd3b7e91%7C54cb5da6c7344242bbc25c947e85fb2c%7C0%7C0%7C637819254256607714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yVACb2%2FTHabTKknuRsW5bdqzg0a7AGWbyMsb%2FHdCD1o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MjkuNDM4NDc4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dvdi50ZXhhcy5nb3YvZmlsbS9ob3RsaW5lIn0.IlNB_sFN67b2_8jiL8EljB5q7ElnUfQ9CCDKuX1q4yw%2Fs%2F527769942%2Fbr%2F110092588647-l&data=04%7C01%7Csheridan.nolen%40gov.texas.gov%7Cc7e9edf60c394fd7e1e908d9fd3b7e91%7C54cb5da6c7344242bbc25c947e85fb2c%7C0%7C0%7C637819254256607714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=n4a28cT8lLlkmueySNVs3am%2FIS%2FINyUD7iWGt9qaI54%3D&reserved=0


Cybersecurity in Texas (continued from page 2)

The legislation means that many, if not most, government employees in Texas must complete one of the five 
available DIR-certified cybersecurity training programs each year. The training is meant to increase awareness of 
cyberthreats and help reduce the security risk to Texas’ computer networks and data systems.

Most recently, the Texas Legislature passed SB 475, which created additional cybersecurity programs under DIR to 
include:

SB 475 also funded Endpoint Detection and Response (EDR) technology for state 
agencies. EDR is an emerging technology recognized as a major protection against 
ransomware. Additionally, the 87th Texas Legislature appropriated more than $700 
million for cybersecurity and legacy and modernization projects.
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• Texas Risk and Authorization Management Program (TX-RAMP) - Provides a standardized approach for security 
assessment, authorization and monitoring of cloud computing services and products used by state agencies. 
State agencies may only contract with TX-RAMP-compliant vendors for cloud computing services as of Jan. 1, 
2022.

• Volunteer incident response team - Provides rapid assistance to participating entities during cybersecurity 
events. This team can be deployed by the governor during a cybersecurity disaster declaration.

• Regional cybersecurity working groups - Establishes a framework for mutual aid agreements to assist in 
responding to cybersecurity events.

• Regional security operations center - Assists in providing cybersecurity support and network security for local 
entities, in partnership with a university 

Register TODAY at 
www.arcit.org

State Representative Drew Darby, House District 72, has confirmed his attendance as a keynote 
speaker! Rep. Darby currently represents nine counties in West Texas spanning the Concho Valley and 
Permian Basin. He currently serves as a member of the House Committee on Energy Resources and the 
House Committee on Licensing & Administrative Procedures.

http://www.arcit.org/


The Sunset of Texas’ Chapter 313 (continued from page 1)

under Chapter 313. Finally, Chapter 313 is currently a windfall for school districts, often including eight-figure 
benefits to the district—meaning districts almost always agree to support the incentive. If the replacement program 
fails to mirror these incentives, school districts may be less likely to participate. For these reasons, any 
developer considering a Texas site for a future project will be well served to procure a legacy 313 agreement before 
year-end. Even developers with uncertain projects on the horizon should consider whether to submit an application
now as a placeholder to keep the Texas site competitive in case the project comes to fruition.

Developers planning to apply in 2022 should not wait to do so. The 313 agreement is not grandfathered unless all 
steps are completed in 2022, generally including initial conversations with the school district; formal school board 
action on the application; lengthy comptroller review and supplemental requests; negotiation of agreement 
economics with the school district; formal action to designate a reinvestment zone; and, finally, formal approval of 
the 313 agreement by the school board. In normal times, it’s not uncommon for this process to take six months or 
longer from initial engagement with the school district. But with the program sunsetting this year, the comptroller’s 
office is already facing a swarm of last-minute applications for future projects. Given their limited staff, the 
comptroller’s office is unlikely to have time to review every application it receives. Developers should submit their 
applications now and avoid the scrum. As highlighted above, the comptroller’s office recently provided informal 
guidance that it could guarantee timely review of applications only if submitted by April 2022.

Timing aside, there are also critical considerations for how best to complete the 313 application to protect against 
comptroller limitations on future amendments. A 313 agreement can be invalidated if the application is inaccurate. 
So even after finalizing the agreement, developers frequently must return to the district—after finalizing site 
selection, facility plans, and construction timing—to amend the application and agreement to ensure continued 
accuracy. This is particularly necessary and beneficial if there are changes to the project scope or timing from the 
developer’s original estimates in its initial application.

But amendments are about to become more difficult. The comptroller’s office has recently announced a policy that, 
post-sunset, it will reject any attempts to amend legacy applications if the amendment seeks to either delay the 
start of the 313 agreement or expand the size or scope of the project. 
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$842 Million Assistance Fund Launched for Struggling Homeowners 

The TX-HAF Program is administered by the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs. Funds for the 
Program come from the U.S. Department of Treasury, established under the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. The 
Program provides assistance to eligible homeowners in the form of Reinstatement of delinquent payments, inclusive 
of Property Charges such as Taxes and Homeowner’s Association (HOA) fees. The program’s goal is to aid 
homeowners in avoiding foreclosure, on their primary residence, by providing mortgage assistance. Your lender’s 
agreement to participate may be required, since mortgage assistance is provided directly to lenders on the 
homeowner’s behalf

For more information visit www.texashomeownerassistance.com. 

The Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs has launched a program aimed 
at helping certain homeowners avoid foreclosure that could result from delinquent 
mortgage or property tax payments.  The Mortgage program aids eligible Texas 
homeowners with qualified hardships to catch up on mortgage payments, including 
eligible amounts advanced by the mortgage servicer. For that, there is a maximum of 
$40,000 of assistance per household available.

Under the Property Charge Default Program, eligible Texas homeowners with qualified 
hardships can catch up on property tax, property insurance and HOA or condo association 
fees. There's a maximum of $25,000 per household in assistance for that.

http://www.texashomeownerassistance.com/
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ARCIT is here to assist member communities with sample grant procurement. On the ARCIT website, find sample
procurement templates and documents for grant opportunities for which your community may be applying.  The 
website has sample procurement templates for the following:

• Economic Development Administration Economic Adjustment Assistance (EAA) RFP/Q -- NEW
• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
• Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Program (LHMPP)
• Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) CDBG – CV Communities Resiliency Program (CRP)
• Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) TXCDBG RFP
• 2 CFR 200 Procurement Policies & Procedures with App. 2 and GLO Checklist
• RESTORE RFP & RFQ
• CDBG MIT-MOD
• Administrative & Engineering Firms Listing
• 2018 Flood & 2019 Flood & Imelda
• Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG MIT - Request for Qualifications (RFQ) Guidance
• Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG-MIT Infrastructure Program
• Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Flood Infrastructure Fund
• 2020 Texas County Transportation Infrastructure Fund (TIF) Procurement Templates
• FEMA Public Assistance Procurement
• 2020 TxCDBG Colonia Templates / Sample Documents
• Hurricane Harvey CDBG-DR Procurement Templates
• HMA Procurement Templates
• 2020-2022 TxCDBG Community Development Fund
• 2020-2022 TxCDBG RFQ - Engineering Request for Qualifications

For details visit - https://arcit.org/member-login-page-for-content/

NOTE: ARCIT members will need to create a username and password to access procurement templates.  
Please email ARCIT at info@arcit.org for instructions. 

Assisting Rural Communities: 

https://arcit.org/member-login-page-for-content/
mailto:kris@arcit.org


Page 8Reducing Childhood Hunger in Rural Areas of Texas
The pandemic has made things especially difficult for children in rural communities -- especially childhood hunger. 
To address this need, 'No Kid Hungry Texas' and the 'Texas Rural Education Association' awarded $150,000 dollars 
last year to 5 rural school districts to help bolster their nutrition programs.

Child hunger can be exacerbated among rural Texas communities because they often face limited access to health 
care, transportation and employment opportunities. While child hunger exists in every Texas community, it appears 
to be an even bigger challenge in rural parts of our state. As many as one in four kids in Texas face rural hunger, and 
in many rural communities, that number is actually even higher.

While urban and suburban districts have many challenges as it relates to food insecurity, with rural districts, they 
have added challenges related to, for example, their access to additional services that maybe urban and suburban 
communities have. It's harder for community organizations to kind of come in and step in for these rural 
communities as well. In addition, some rural communities don't often have access to grant opportunities either 
because they don't know about them or because they don't have someone on their team who's dedicated to 
applying for grants.

The districts used the funding in different ways that they felt would be helpful to their community. For example, at 
Mexia ISD, they used the funding for carts, coolers, bags and to pay for additional labor to serve breakfast and lunch 
through a curbside to go model and a delivery service model during the latter part of the 2021 school year. During 
that part of the school year, a lot of kids were not only learning virtually, but some were learning in the classroom 
too, and that took extra work on their department's part to ensure that the kids had access to the food that they 
needed. In other school districts such as Mt. Pleasant ISD, they used the funding to improve the efficiency of their 
meal packaging by purchasing sealers, fruit slicers and heat-sealing machines for their campuses, and in return were 
able to serve over 850,000 meals with the funding. For more information about No Kid Hungry grants visit 
www.nokidhungry.org/what-we-do/grants. 

Thousands of Personalized License Plates Rejected in 2021 
Since 1965, Texans have been able to request a personalized license plate for their vehicle through the Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles. The state law is extensive for what alpha-numeric patterns are grounds for rejection. 
Any requests that include plate patterns with foreign or slang words or phrases, acronyms or reverse spellings that 
“may be considered objectionable or misleading” are subject to denial.

Patterns considered indecent, vulgar, derogatory or that reference race, ethnicity, 
gender, sexual orientation, gangs, violence, controlled substances and more are all 
eligible for rejection. References to law enforcement or other government or 
military entities aren’t allowed either.  Here is a list of some of the rejections that 
stood out:

• "CUTEBOY"
• “DADBAWD”
• “STUDMFN”
• “LANE*HOG”
• “CPT MRGN”
• "OBNXOUS"

• "DAT DUDE"
• “NOT HOT”
• “GOOBER”
• “HOTME5S”
• “SALTTY”
• “UANOYME”

• “EWW PPL”
• “MANSPLN”
• “PEZZANT”
• "SSTOLEN"
• "GRLB0SS"
• "COYOTES"

According to the DMV, six staff members review personalized plate applications daily. If a plate gets rejected, Texans 
can choose a new personalization, receive a refund for the personalization cost or appeal the decision. Normally, 
application reviews are completed within five days. In total, the DMV rejected more than 6,700 personalized license 
plate requests in 2021. Plate personalization became available in 1965 through the Prestige License Plate Act.

http://www.nokidhungry.org/what-we-do/grants
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Missing a 
Neighboring 
Community?

Ask them to 
join ARCIT

Over 20 
years ARCIT 
has shown

TOGETHER 
Rural is 

STRONGER

www.arcit.org

ARCIT MEMBERS
Recognizing the Leaders for Rural Communities in Texas

Alice
Angleton
Aransas County
Aransas Pass
Austin County
Bastrop
Bastrop County
Bastrop EDC
Bay City
Bay City CDC
Bayside
Bee County
Bellville
Bellville EDC
Big Lake
Big Lake EDC
Bishop
Bloomburg
Blum
Bogata
Bowie
Bowie EDC
Brazoria
Brazos County
Breckenridge
Brenham
Brewster County
Brookside Village
Brown County
Brownfield
Burleson County
Burleson County EDC
Burton
Callahan County
Cameron
Carmine
Carson County
Carthage Improvement 

Corporation
Cass County
Centerville
Chambers County
Chandler
Charlotte
Cisco
Cleveland
Cleveland EDC
Clifton
Coahoma
Coke County
Coleman County
Coleman EDC
Colorado City
Colorado County

Columbus
Coolidge
Cross Plains
Cuero CDC
Daingerfield
Daisetta
Dawson
Deer Park
Dickens County
Dickinson
Dimmitt
Eagle Lake
Edna
El Campo
El Campo CDC
El Campo Chamber
Fairchilds (Village of)
Falfurrias
Falls City
Fayette County
Florence
Freer 
Friona EDC
Fulton
Garrett
Garza County
Giddings Chamber
Gillespie County
Godley
Goldsmith
Goldthwaite
Gonzales
Gonzales Chamber of 

Commerce
Gonzales EDC
Granbury
Grand Saline
Grapeland
Grimes County
Hallsville
Happy
Harmony Public Schools
Hearne
Hempstead
Holland
Hondo
Hooks
Howe
Hudspeth County
Hughes Springs
Huntsville 
Ingleside
Iowa Colony
Jacinto City

Jack County
Jacksboro EDC
Jarrell
Jayton
Jewett
Jones County
Jones Creek (Village of)
Josephine
Kemp
Kendleton
Kimble County
Kountze EDC
La Feria
La Marque
La Porte
La Vernia
Lampasas County
Lee County
Leonard
Leon County
Lipscomb County
Live Oak County
Llano
Marlin
Mathis
McCamey
McMullen County
Menard County
Mexia EDC
Milam County
Monahans
Monahans EDC
Morton
Murphy
Navarro County
Navasota
New Deal
Nocona EDC
Northeast TX Municipal Water 

District
Oldham County
Omaha
Orange County Water Control &

Improvement District No. 1
Palacios
Palestine
Pearsall
Plainview
Prairie View
Port Isabel
Post
Queen City EDC
Redwater
Refugio
Refugio County
Rice
Richmond

Richwood
Riverside
Robert Lee EDC
Roberts County
Robertson County
Rosebud
Rosenberg
Runge
Sabine County
San Augustine County
San Benito
San Elizario
Seabrook
Sealy
Seminole
Simon
Slaton
Smithville
Snyder
Somerville
Starr County
Sweeny EDC
Tehuacana
Texas State SBDC
Timpson
Victoria County
Vernon
Walker County
Waller
Waller County
Ward County
Washington County
Weimar
Wharton
Wharton County
Wheeler County
Whiteface
Whitesboro EDC
Wink
Winnsboro EDC
Wolfe City
Woodsboro
Woodville
Yoakum County
Yorktown
Yorktown EDC
Young County

http://www.arcit.org/
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ARCIT -- Advertising for the businesses in YOUR community! 

213 S Commercial Ave, Coleman, TX 76834
Main number: 325-625-3444
http://www.CattleDriveCafeColeman.com

304 S. Commercial
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: 325.625.1500
Website:
https://www.facebook.com/bonnevillecoleman

116 S Commercial Ave
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: (325) 220-2223
Thurs-Sat 10am - 6pm
Facebook.com/parkersgoods

210 S Commercial Ave.
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: 512.761.0503
Website: http://watsonvineyard.com

Coleman 4A & 4B EDC
Coleman City Hall
2oo W. Live Oak
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: (325) 625-3669

Find out 
more on 
Page 12!

2710 S Commercial Ave
Coleman, TX 76834
Phone: 325-259-1948
https://www.theharbordkourt.com
info@theharbordkourt.com

http://www.cattledrivecafecoleman.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bonnevillecoleman
http://watsonvineyard.com/
https://www.theharbordkourt.com/
mailto:info@theharbordkourt.com
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For more information contact kris@arcit.org. 

mailto:kris@arcit.org


Page 12Where is the Infrastructure Money that was Approved for Texas? 

Remember the huge infrastructure bill that passed Congress and was signed by President Biden last year that was 
supposed to fix and expand roads, ports, airports, water pipes and broadband access, among other things?

Well, since its passage it has stalled dollars from being allocated due to not enough Republicans and Democrats 
being able to agree on a federal budget. Instead, Congress has passed three continuing resolutions, which are short-
term spending agreements to keep from shutting down the government. Thus, since an actual budget hasn’t been 
passed, Congress cannot allocate the actual dollars to some of the programs that were agreed to in the $1.2 trillion 
dollar infrastructure bill. 

Even though the bill was passed, it still needs to be funded with a new budget. When the infrastructure bill is fully 
funded, Texas stands to get at least $35.44 billion. Most of that money will be for highways, which could use some 
help. It has been estimated that poor infrastructure is costing each Texas driver $682 in repairs each year. 
Congressional negotiators say they have reached a deal on a framework to pass a budget that would fund 
infrastructure and everything else, so hopefully a budget bill will be forthcoming soon and money will begin flowing 
to Texas.  

It does still remain to be seen if Texas will accept or turn down the money.  Governor Abbott has instructed state 
agencies to read the fine print carefully before accepting infrastructure dollars, telling them if the federal money 
comes with strings attached–like creating ongoing costs for Texas, or if there are provisions that are contrary to 
state policy, or any rules or regulations that constrain the state in any way -- to not sign the deal or request the 
federal funding. Again, since much of the infrastructure bill is still awaiting funding, the governor’s office says no 
money has been declined yet.

New Center for Rural Health and Nursing
The College of Nursing and Health Innovation (CONHI) at The University of Texas at Arlington has launched a new 
center to enhance access to health care for Texas’ rural communities.

The Center for Rural Health and Nursing is funded by a $4 million legislative appropriation by the state of Texas. The 
funding will support the center’s efforts to improve rural nursing education and the health outcomes of rural 
populations.

The goal of the center is to develop and foster a model for providing nursing education to rural residents aiming to 
become registered nurses and nurse practitioners. The model will support and educate those students while they 
reside in their home communities. It will also aim to reduce the shortage of nurses and other health providers in an 
effort to support access to health care for Texas’ rural populations.

CONHI plans to form sustainable partnerships with key organizations and stakeholders in rural communities to 
improve the quality of life for underserved populations in those areas by improving access to health care by 
enhancing the health professional workforce.  In its first year, the center will develop partnerships in rural 
communities to perform educational needs assessments of registered nurses and nurse practitioners. Once needs 
have been identified, the center will provide training to support the communities’ current health care providers and 
educate new, incoming nurses and health professionals.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, rural Americans face numerous health disparities 
compared with their urban counterparts. They are more likely to die from heart disease, cancer, unintentional 
injury, respiratory disease and stroke. Factors that put them at greater risk include higher rates of smoking, lower 
physical activity and less access to health care and health insurance. Rural communities also face unique workforce 
challenges and, too often, shortages of health care providers. More on the center and updates can be found 
at https://ruralhealthcenter.uta.edu/.

https://ruralhealthcenter.uta.edu/





