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Together we are making a 
difference for rural and small 
communities in Texas! Encourage
others to do the same by asking 
them to join ARCIT and help 
build a better Texas.

ARCIT Member Communities Creating New 
Solutions for Patient Care Amid COVID Surge

2019 ARCIT Board of Directors

not provide. Sweeny Community Hospital emergency room staff spent between 
nine and 24 hours trying to find somewhere to send three recent 
noncoronavirus patients — ultimately sending one 370 miles to San Angelo. A 
hospital in Anahuac made headlines transporting one patient 300 miles to 
Granbury and another 150 miles to El Campo. 

Chambers County EMS has about 32 medics and about half of those are part-
time. Recently, as many as 10 medics were out, that's almost a third of their 
staff. Some have been sick; others have been quarantined.

The hospital in Anahuac, Bayside Community Hospital, was among rural facilities 
that also took lower-need patients from Houston to free up space, a flow several 
said they had never seen before, highlighting the regionwide need for out-of-
the-ordinary actions to meet rising demand. 

“Rural hospitals typically rely on urban hospitals to care for patients who have 
greater needs than they can accommodate, such as trauma, heart attacks or 
strokes. But the pandemic upended normal referral patterns, said Don McBeath, 
government relations director for the Texas Organization of Rural & Community 
Hospitals.

A tense rescue scene has been unfolding for weeks outside a small rural hospital 
on the Mexican border that has been the first line of defense against one of the 
most voracious coronavirus outbreaks in the country.

Nearly every day, a crew at Starr County Memorial Hospital prepares a patient 
whom its doctors are unable to help, loads the gurney into a helicopter and 
stands back as the aircraft roars into the country sky.

(Continued on next page)

Across the state, the rural health care system has been strained as the number 
of novel coronavirus cases has surged. Creative, if not desperate, solutions have 
been undertaken by rural EMT’s and hospital staff needing to get patients to a 
higher level of care when the urban counterparts they relied on could no longer 
accept patients due to a surge of their own.  

Matagorda Regional Medical Center at times was 
holding patients in the emergency room because its six 
ICU beds were full. At one point, they were also 
considering adding a temporary hospital to ensure 
patients had a bed. In the city of Wharton, another 
rural area, some patients were waiting longer than an 
hour for a bed.  Others devoted valuable resources to 
finding places for patients who needed care they could
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Nearby Hidalgo and Cameron counties are also battling surges in infections, but Starr County lacks the medical 
staffing and facilities of its more populated neighbors. On a good day, about 12 full-time doctors serve the entire 
county.

When the state reopened its economy in May, the virus began spreading rapidly through nearby Hidalgo and 
Cameron Counties, fueled by poverty and chronic disease. Large family outbreaks occurred as soon as people were 
allowed to leave their homes freely, health officials said.

Rural hospitals were fighting for survival long before COVID-19. Texas leads the country in rural hospital closures. 
Roughly half of the state's rural hospitals are considered vulnerable. However, being vulnerable does 
not excluded them from the frontline fighting outbreaks.

While things have improved, it's something rural and small communities are keeping an eye on. One thing these rural 
areas have in common are each other. If one community or county gets overwhelmed, they turn to their rural 
neighbors for help. Everything a rural and small communities does is for their communities; God Bless you as Texas 
continues to fight COVID – 19.  

Small Texas Cities Ask Governor for More Flexibility Relief Funds

Order Signed to Boost Rural Healthcare and Telehealth

The President signed an executive order to boost struggling health care providers in 
rural areas.

Under the new rural health care plan, the federal Medicare agency will leverage its 
authority to test new pilot projects that offer financial incentives for rural providers 
who deliver higher-quality care to patients. Administration officials believe its new

financial model will help keep rural hospitals open, after about 130 have closed in the past decade. The program 
will be optional.

In regard to telehealth, the administration will issue a proposed rule to make permanent Medicare payment of the 
technology for certain health care providers.  This is an effort to ensure the expansion of virtual care outlasts the 
pandemic. However, a more sweeping extension of pandemic telehealth policies would likely come from Congress, 
which is just beginning to review the issue. During the height of nationwide shutdowns, Medicare telehealth visits 
grew from just a few thousand per week to more than 1 million.  Just another reason why rural Texas needs good 
broadband and connectivity for all people.  

Mayors from small cities across Texas have asked Governor Greg Abbott to reconsider how they must use their 
federal pandemic emergency funds.

Officials say 75% of the money must go toward entities, which include health care, human services, and medical 
expenses. Dozens of mayors from smaller cities across Texas signed a letter asking the governor to modify the 
spending breakdown. They said it benefits bigger cities with complex health care systems, but not smaller 
communities.

The other remaining 25% of the federal dollars can assist other entities like small businesses.  But for more rural 
communities, which thrive off of the local economy, small city mayors say that’s not enough.  Small businesses in 
many rural counties are the lifeblood of the economy that keep things going and a life line sure could help right 
about now. 
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The old saying that every Texas town has a Dairy Queen is no longer true for many 
communities, especially the agricultural hamlets of the Panhandle, which have been 
disproportionately affected by a spate of closures. On October 30, Vasari LLC, which 
operated about 70 Dairy Queens across Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico, filed for 
bankruptcy and announced it was closing 29 stores; 10 of those stores are specifically 
located in the Panhandle.

DQ: Official Stop Signs of Texas Disappearing

In Haskell, about 150 miles southeast of Lockney, City Manager Janet Moeller was so concerned when she heard 
about the closure in her town, she called her counterpart in Graham to see if the owners of its Dairy Queen would 
buy the Haskell site and reopen it. So far, nothing has come of the request. 

Vasari’s explanations for its financial troubles are puzzling. Its bankruptcy filing claims that many of its restaurants 
are located in “prime oil country” and were hurt by declining oil prices. Yet only three—in Hobbs, New Mexico; 
Denver City; and Seagraves, all southwest of Lubbock—are close to the oil patch. 

Most locations are in cities like Post, Claude, and Perryton, in the heart of cotton country. Vasari also blamed its 
demise on Hurricane Harvey, claiming  it ruined inventory and damaged stores. But most store closures were not in 
areas battered by the storm. 

Vasari, the second-largest Dairy Queen operator in the country, was formed in 2012 and bought 69 Texas stores 
from another bankrupt company, Roundtable Corp., for about $11 million. In 2013, Vasari itself was acquired by 
Eagle Merchant Partners (EMP), an Atlanta private equity firm. EMP hoped to remodel and expand Vasari’s Dairy 
Queen locations and capitalize on the growth of “quick-service restaurants,” a category that had seen 20 percent 
sales increases after the Great Recession, as families sought cheaper dining options. 

Vasari’s higher-volume stores in the Dallas–Fort Worth area faced mounting competition from a new crop of frozen 
yogurt shops and joints like Twisted Root Burger Co., which calls itself a “flip flop and baseball cap” joint. The 
declining revenue in city stores made Vasari less able to prop up its lower-volume rural locations.

Dairy Queen has long been a staple of small-town Texas.  In fact, Texas has 585 restaurants, more than any other 
state, but the chain didn’t start here. In 1938, J. F. “Grandpa” McCullough and his son, Alex, first sold their newly 
invented soft-serve at an ice cream parlor owned by Sherb Noble, in Kankakee, Illinois. The product proved to be a 
hit. Two years later, Noble became the first DQ franchisee when he opened a soft-serve shop in Joliet—he called it 
Dairy Queen because Grandpa often referred to the cow as “the queen of the dairy business.”

Dairy Queen reached Texas in 1946, when Missouri businessman O. W. Klose and his son, Rolly, bought the franchise 
rights and opened a store on Guadalupe Street in Austin, near the University of Texas campus. Rather than selling 
just ice cream and desserts, Klose added burgers and other savory items, which set Texas Dairy Queens apart from 
others across the country. 

To this day, virtually every Dairy Queen is a franchise; only two, both of which are in Minnesota, are company 
owned. (International Dairy Queen Incorporated is based in Minneapolis and is now owned by Warren Buffett’s 
Berkshire Hathaway.) That’s markedly different from the growth strategies of chains like McDonald’s and Burger 
King, which have always maintained a healthy number of company-owned outlets. Plus the chain’s lower franchise 
fees and shorter wait times for prospective owners, made Dairy Queen appealing to small-town entrepreneurs. Soon 
stores were popping up across rural Texas, and they became ingrained in the social fabric.

Although Dairy Queens, are disappearing from rural Texas they are moving into major metropolitan areas like 
Houston, Dallas and Austin, reflecting the ongoing urbanization of the state.
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All registrants that purchase the ENTIRE SERIES on or before September 8th will be 
entered into a drawing in which 3 people will win $100. In order to be registered in 
the drawing, you MUST purchase the ENTIRE speaker series. The three winners will 
be announced in our October newsletter.
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Twenty-three developments across Texas have been pooled into a single bond transaction by the partnership 
between Greystone Affordable Development and Hamilton Valley Management that will allow the properties to be 
renovated and preserved.

The aging U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Section 515 properties serve low-income households in 14 
counties.

The developments and their 802 units will be rehabbed and brought up to date, providing a critical source of 
affordable housing in Texas communities.

Greystone worked on the $120.5 million deal with property owner Hamilton Valley Management and other partners 
for more than two years, closing on the transaction in June while navigating obstacles brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic and changes in the financial and construction markets.  This is the first-of-its-kind transaction in the state 
of Texas—a large scattered-site portfolio in rural communities.

The financing plan combined public and private funding and included:
• Tax-exempt bonds—Single issuance of $35.9 million in multifamily private-activity 

tax-exempt bonds by Texas State Affordable Housing Corp. The short-term bonds 
received an A-1+ rating from S&P Global.

• Low-income housing tax credits—Purchase of 4% low-income housing tax credits 
(LIHTCs) by Boston Financial Investment Management, generating $19.1 million in 
capital contributions.

• Section 515 debt—Assumption and subordination of $19.3 million of original USDA 
Section 515 debt. The Section 515 program is a direct loan program designed to 
provide subsidized loans to developers of affordable housing in rural markets. In 
addition. 94% of the 802 apartment units will continue to receive Section 521
rental assistance provided by USDA’s Rural Housing Service.

• Senior debt—$29.5 million in long-term debt comprised of USDA guaranteed Section 538 loans, provided by 
Greystone Servicing Co.

• Other—Other funding sources included additional financial support of $16.7 million.

With the financing in place, the rehabilitation plan includes a fast-paced construction process, estimated to be 
complete within 16 months, during which no residents will be permanently displaced. Substantial renovations, 
averaging $37,200 per unit, will include both interior and exterior improvements. Emphasis will be placed on bringing 
the properties, built between 1987 and 2003, up to modern standards, addressing accessibility, functional 
obsolescence, and deterioration.

The deal is an example of the importance of the 4% LIHTC, but the credit’s low and fluctuating rates make it 
challenging for developers.  Having a minimum 4% fixed rate would help provide predictability to the marketplace and 
increase production by making more developments financially feasible, according to supporters. Setting a 4% fixed 
rate is among the provisions included in the Moving Forward Act (H.R. 2).

The Windmill Apartments in 
Giddings, Texas (ARCIT 
Member), is one the 
affordable housing 
developments being 
preserved in a 23-property 
pooled bond transaction.

Looking for Clorox Wipes?
According to Clorox CEO, Benno Dorer, grocery shelves won’t be fully stocked with 
Clorox’s disinfecting wipes until next year. The company is currently understocked 
across much of its portfolio, which includes Glad trash bags and Burt’s Bees lip balm. 
Supply for most products, like liquid bleach, will improve dramatically over the next 
four to six months - but not wipes. Many wipes are made from polyester spunlace, a 
material currently in short supply as it is also used to make personal protective 
equipment like masks, medical gowns and medical wipes.
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Texans have been receiving unsolicited packages of mystery seeds in the mail that appear to 
have come from China. Meanwhile, all 50 states have issued warnings about similar bundles of 
unknown seeds being sent to residents from overseas, causing concern among government 
officials and agricultural leaders.

Texas Department of Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller said several of the seeds that have 
been sent to Texas were determined to be agricultural and gardening seeds, as well as some 
weeds. The most pressing concern is that some of the seeds could be noxious weeds or other 
invasive species that could hurt Texas’ agricultural system.

Dallas-to-Houston High-Speed Rail Project Becomes Easier to Build, 
but Hurdles Still Remain
The Surface Transportation Board (STB), which oversees regulation of various modes 
of transportation, primarily freight rail, in addition to some passenger rail, reversed a 
prior decision, and will now take jurisdiction over the Texas Central high-speed rail 
project.

The STB's decision doesn't clear the way entirely for Texas Central to make its
high-speed rail line a reality, but it represents a major hurdle the company has now overcome. Texas Central wanted 
the STB to take jurisdiction because while high-speed rail is uncommon in the U.S., the STB does have experience 
overseeing rail construction. If the STB had again declined to take jurisdiction, the permitting process would have 
likely been kicked to the state which has far less experience in these matters.

Two changes in circumstances convinced the STB to alter its conclusions. Texas Central now has an agreement with 
Amtrak for through-ticketing. This arrangement would allow passengers to purchase a ticket for service on Amtrak 
with connecting transfer service on Texas Central, or vice versa. Further, Texas Central has offered more specifics 
about how passengers would connect to or from Amtrak. Texas Central's Dallas terminus is 0.8 miles from the Dallas 
Amtrak station, and its Houston terminus is approximately seven miles from the Houston Amtrak station. In the first 
proceeding at the STB, Texas Central was not very clear on how these stations would connect. It now has more 
specific plans. Connecting bus shuttle service would be provided in both Dallas and Houston, using electric busses 
running on city streets. The STB ruled that the Dallas connection was sufficient to demonstrate connection to the 
interstate rail network. 

In addition, the STB denied a Texas Central request that would have expedited the construction process and also
determined that the company will now need to file a full application under its regulations. This will undoubtedly 
draw additional comments from the public and members of Congress. Every infrastructure project faces hurdles, but 
the unique nature of Texas Central's vision of a high-speed railroad (combined perhaps with the recent challenges 
encountered in implementing California high speed rail) seems to have conspired to add a few additional hurdles for 
Texas Central to clear.

TDA has been working closely with U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to analyze these unknown seeds.  Anyone 
who receives the seeds should leave them in their packaging and contact TDA immediately. They shouldn’t be 
thrown away because then they could grow in the landfill.  USDA staff members are picking up every package 
reported for inspection. It’s illegal to send seeds to the U.S. from overseas without proper permits.
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Although, it is too soon to know for sure, speculation is swirling on what the upcoming session may look like and 
anyone planning to work the 87th Legislature needs to be preparing for an entirely different environment.

In July, the Texas House parliamentarians released a memo outlining how interim studies could proceed under 
current House rules without formal public hearings. Since then numerous House and Senate committee members 
are moving forward with interim studies by requesting written submission only, without holding hearings.

In January, both chambers will have the opportunity to rewrite their rules to 
address some of the lingering questions insiders what to know.

There are a few common themes in those preparations. First, the digital game will 
need to be stepped up. Time spent figuring out how to use technology resources 
will be time well spent. Second, lobbying will be different. Social lobbyists that 
have relied on entertaining lawmakers in the past may have a disadvantage to 
those to rely on hard work and research. Third, relationship building will be hard

while social distancing. There will not be as many options to get face time with legislators.

Insiders predict the 87th session will be sharply focused on the budget coupled with the governor’s priorities while 
maintaining the safety and transparency of those involved.

Although, the Texas Capitol and Capitol Grounds are not even open right now. It is expected during session, some 
additional screenings will occur at the entrance. There is a good chance that access will also be limited and that 
some offices may only see visitors by appointment only. Providing food to legislators’ offices will also different. Pre-
packaged food will probably become the norm.

Hearings could be quite different as well. Hearing rooms almost certainly will be modified. In the Senate, with the 
sheer number of staff who may be seated in the room and the need for social distancing on the dais, witnesses could 
be staged at another location and called one or two at a time.

The House likely will be similarly dealing with the need for social distancing while providing some accommodation 
for witnesses. The Texas House leadership is currently surveying members to determine what the existing 
membership believes would be the best way to handle business next session. The House is preparing for a hugely 
different environment and those who have incorporated flexibility and innovation into their lobbying plans will have 
the advantage.

There will probably not be a lot of time spent negotiating bills. If an “agreed” bill has not been worked out, the 
chances of serious consideration are limited. Some don’t even expect all the agencies under Sunset Review to be 
considered. For example, the Sunset Commission has already experienced turmoil while trying to approve rules for 
how it will review significant state agencies during a pandemic. The anticipated short meeting was to include a quick 
vote on a plan to review agencies and receive public testimony, however, the meeting turned into a two-hour 
discussion about whether meetings should be in-person or virtual and was eventually adjourned with no decision 
made on how to move forward. However, a week later the Chairman Cyrier moved forward in creating an agenda 
for an in-person Committee meeting scheduled for August 19, but the meeting was again cancelled due to some 
individuals not wanting to participate in person.

Legislative Days at the Capitol will be also different, and some may be cancelled. Some offices may decide not to 
welcome “drop in” guests, so constituent visits should be scheduled, even more than in the past. Some gatherings 
will likely be moved outside to improve safety and indoor receptions just might not be feasible.

Don’t expect either house to meet as long as they did in the past. There is less chance of disruption caused by an 
outbreak if exposure is limited. 

(Continued on next page)
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Although the Texas Capitol is not currently open to the public, the Governors’ staff has indicated it will be open 
during session.  There has been talk of convening and then adjourning for two weeks, asking legislators to self-
isolate to minimize risk to each other when reconvening. While this may or may not occur, almost 
everyone we’ve talked to says all bets are off if there is an outbreak. What happens then? Is session halted for a 
couple weeks to contain the spread?

Anticipating and planning for this “new normal” may mean the difference between success and failure in advocacy 
efforts.

Having Trouble Finding Coins? 
The Federal Reserve has seen a significant decline of coins in circulation because 
people are not spending them as regularly at businesses, many of which are either 
temporarily closed or not accepting cash.

Don’t worry, coins are still abundant. In April, the U.S. Treasury estimated more 
than $47.8 billion were in the market, up by more than a billion dollars compared 
to last year.

Due to the pandemic, people have not been spending those coins at places like laundromats, banks, restaurants, or 
shops because the businesses are closed, or people are not visiting them as often as they were before the 
pandemic.

The Federal Reserve has encouraged banks to order only the coins they need and to make depositing coins easy 
for customers. One Wisconsin bank system offered its customers a $5 bonus for every $100 in coins they brought 
into exchange at a branch. The program was so successful, the bank suspended it after only a week.

Rural Airbnb Bookings Surging
While urban Airbnb hosts have suffered heavily along with traditional hotels and travel companies, Airbnb hosts in 
rural areas are seeing huge surges in business.

These rural Airbnb's for local getaways are all the rage as Americans jump at opportunities to escape the confines of 
their homes and the stress of the ongoing pandemic.

Properties outside of urban areas have been “barraged” with requests both on weekends and weekdays.  Prices 
have even been raised to try to slow down the pace of bookings, but so far it hasn’t worked.  A quick search on 
Airbnb shows most rural properties are filled through the remaining summers, and weekends are booked through 
the end of October. 

The data supports the popularity of rural renting. According to Airbnb, hosts in rural areas of the U.S. earned over 
$200 million in June 2020, an increase of more than 25% from the same period a year ago. Airbnb also said more 
than nine of every 10 dollars earned by hosts for June trips inside the U.S. were for sites outside the 10 biggest 
American cities by population.
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Response Act  

Under the requirements of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, when an employee working for an 
employer with under 500 employees gets sick with COVID-19, is seeking a COVID-19 diagnosis, or is subject to a 
quarantine order of a doctor or a government, they are entitled to up to 80 hours of emergency paid sick leave.

Under the FFCRA, full-time and part-time employees who are unable to work or telework due to one of the 
qualifying reasons below may take up to 80 hours of paid sick leave.

• The employee is subject to a federal, state or local quarantine or isolation order related to COVID–19.
• The employee has been advised by a health care provider to self-quarantine due to concerns related to COVID–

19.
• The employee is experiencing symptoms of COVID–19 and seeking a medical diagnosis.
• The employee is caring for an individual who is subject to the first or second reason above.
• The employee is caring for his or her child if the school or place of care of the child has been closed, or the 

childcare provider of such child is unavailable, due to COVID–19 precautions.
• The employee is experiencing any other substantially similar condition specified by the secretary of the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in consultation with the secretary of the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury and the secretary of the U.S. Department of Labor.

An employee who contracts COVID-19 may be eligible to take 80 hours of emergency paid sick leave for one or 
more of the above-qualifying reasons. However, they may only take 80 hours of paid sick leave once. The language 
of the FFCRA is quite clear that two weeks of emergency paid sick leave is all an employee is entitled to within one 
Family and Medical Leave Act period, i.e., 12 months, whether a calendar year, another fixed 12-month leave year, 
etc.

In April, the DOL issued guidance which also confirms employees are not entitled to any more than 12 weeks of 
FMLA leave in a 12-month period, regardless of whether an employee takes paid leave under the FMLA Expansion 
Act or regular unpaid FMLA leave for reasons unrelated to COVID-19.

The FMLA Expansion Act does not add additional job-protected leave time. Rather, it adds additional qualifying 
reasons to take leave. Thus, an employee who takes 12 weeks of FMLA leave, does not have an additional 12 weeks 
of leave under the act because he or she is, for example, experiencing symptoms of COVID–19 for a second time 
and seeking another medical diagnosis.

Moreover, employees who may have taken FMLA leave for reasons other than the public health emergency in the 
preceding leave year may have reduced leave time under the FMLA for purposes of the public health emergency. 
This may have the unfortunate effect of potentially leaving those who are most vulnerable with less leave time than 
employees who have not needed to use regular unpaid FMLA leave for their own serious health condition. Also, the 
FFCRA only applies to employers with 500 or fewer employees. However, there is no statutory obligation under the 
FFCRA to provide employees with additional paid leave in the unfortunate circumstance that an employee contracts 
the virus twice.

However, mounting evidence now shows that contracting COVID-19 does not confer 
absolute immunity and that many individuals have now contracted the novel 
coronavirus more than once. So, what happens when an employee exhausts his or her 
80-hour emergency paid sick leave entitlement, recovers from COVID-19, and then 
contracts it again? What are the basic requirements of the FFCRA?
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Page 11 GLO announces $194,936 to install generator in Sealy
Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush recently announced the Texas General Land Office 
(GLO) approved $194,936 in Hurricane Harvey disaster recovery grants for ARCIT Member, 
the City of Sealy, to install a generator at the Silliman Water Pump Station.

This improvement will facilitate the proper functioning of critical water system components to 
reduce the risk of electrical loss in emergency situations and ensure the distribution of 
potable water during periods of power outages.

TEA School Funding Announcement

weeks-long debate over whether county government leaders can issue such orders. The guidance came after 
Attorney General Ken Paxton released a letter — which is not legally binding — in which he opined that local health 
authorities cannot legally order the closure of schools as a preemptive measure to curb the spread of the novel 
coronavirus.

The TEA’s decision, however, renders the local health orders largely moot for public school districts that rely on state 
funding. Districts can still delay the start of their school year, an option employed by many school leaders who 
pushed the beginning of 2020-21 to Sept. 8. 

TEA guidelines also allow districts to deny in-person classes to students who have at-home computer and Internet 
access for up to the first four weeks of the school year. Districts can apply to the TEA for an extension of another 
four weeks, though they must start offering face-to-face classes to some students.

TEA officials have consistently stated that districts will receive funding for online-only classes if they are forced to 
close under an order legally issued by a local health authority — though the legality of local orders remained in 
question. Gov. Abbott has confirmed that health authorities cannot preemptively order campus closures for the 
purposes of preventing COVID-19 outbreaks. School officials will have to decide whether, when and how to open 
schools — not local health authorities whose roles are “limited by statute to addressing specific, actual outbreaks of 
disease.”

The GLO was appointed by Gov. Greg Abbott to lead the Hurricane Harvey housing recovery efforts funded by 
$5.676 billion in Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

The GLO allocated $413 million of the allocation for infrastructure projects to protect communities affected by the 
storm. The GLO allocated the funds to regional Council of Governments’ (COGs) based on a HUD approved needs 
assessment. The locally led COGs then conducted methods of distribution (MODs) for determining infrastructure 
and buyout and acquisition amounts for cities and counties within each jurisdiction.

COG boards are comprised of officials from the impacted communities elected in part to prioritize funds allocated 
for recovery programs. The MOD process requires public engagement and the GLO reviewed each MOD for 
compliance with federal rules and requirements before approving each plan.

To review the approved MODs, visit https://recovery.texas.gov/action-plans/hurricane-harvey/index.html.

Texas Education Agency won’t fund schools closed solely due to local health orders.
Texas public school districts risk losing state funding if they shut down campuses 
solely in response to closure orders issued by local health officials, the Texas 
Education Agency announced.  This announcement is another twist to the

https://recovery.texas.gov/action-plans/hurricane-harvey/index.html


Page 12 Colleges & Universities Outline Plans to Return to Campus for Fall

In Texas and across the country, colleges and universities are adding testing measures to a long list of precautions 
they’re taking to try to curb the potential spread of the virus this fall. These precautions range from new dorm 
room reconfigurations and amended rules in dorms about visitors, shared spaces like community bathrooms and 
study halls, relaxed SAT and ACT requirements for admission, and university bookstores stocking the mandatory 
masks.

Texas universities are handling precautions differently depending on their student and campus size. Universities —
such as Baylor or Prairie View A&M University — have clearly stated that students won’t be allowed back if they 
don’t provide a negative test result, and if they don’t, they’ll be required to self-quarantine for 14 days.
Specifically, Baylor mailed test kits to students to send back to a lab before classes start. For Baylor, this means 
testing 18,000 students with just a little over two weeks before the start of the semester. Rice University plans to 
test students before they report to their room assignments in a free two-step process. Rice has contracted 60,000 
tests for the fall semester and will also test a large portion of their community with priority based on high risk and 
potential exposure.

But the issue with routine or initial testing is the amount of time it takes to get a test result back, which can vary 
from 24 hours to a few days depending on where you get it, if it’s on campus, or has to be mailed to a lab. There’s 
also the reality that a test only shows a small-time frame when someone is infected or not. For example, an 
individual could be tested tomorrow, and tomorrow or in two days that same individual could test positive.  Thus, 
making the requirement to test everyone as they come back to school may not work.  

In order to keep students safe, most university testing won’t stop once students arrive and classes start. Rice 
University will randomly screen students weekly and isolate students who test positive in a separate on-campus 
dorm. Texas A&M —at a nearly 70,000 strong student body — also plans to do routine testing and monitor the 
results closely. The Texas A&M system will send about 15,000 test kits to its 11 college campuses each month and 
will have a central location for free testing for students, faculty and staff, officials said.

Testing at universities like University of Houston, Rice and Texas A&M will be free to students but is costing the 
universities millions in supplies. The Texas A&M University system has set aside $16 million for testing with a 
potential FEMA reimbursement up to 75 percent. The cost per student per test is about $150, which could mean 
more than $2 million a month for the university.

Also, the supplies contracted by universities are limited, too, so administrators are also encouraging students to 
utilize their own insurance plans if they have them or get a test at home before returning to campus. Many 
universities are organizing student testing info through online registration systems.

Not all universities will offer free testing, though. Tests at the University of Texas at Austin will cost students $88 for 
a viral test and $53 for an antibody test.

Face masks and thermometers are on the list of dorm staples: Texas students are encouraged — like at Rice — to be 
prepared, or even bring a folding chair and insect repellant in case they must attend classes in an alternate outdoor 
venue for social distancing.

Universities are also taking significant safety measures around their campuses. Plexiglass dividers at the library or in 
shared community bathrooms and handwashing and hand sanitizer stations are now a normal sight.
The University of Texas at Austin has told students parties are not allowed on or off campus.  At Sam Houston State 
University, blue lounge chairs in the student center are flagged systematically with colorful checkmark and “x” 
stickers to remind students to social distance.

All reminders that the fall semester will be unlike what students have experienced before, and for freshman: a 
whole new world, in more ways than one.
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The Texas Comptroller’s office released a study on the economic impact community colleges have on the state’s 
economy. The study found a community college education delivers good returns on students’ commitments of time 
and tuition.

Community colleges offer a low-cost way for students to experience higher education in a setting close to home.  
They also add revenue to the local economy with higher student incomes and increased business productivity. 

In all, Texas community colleges reported revenues of more than $5.3 billion in fiscal 2018, which produced $4.5 
billion in additional economic activity by businesses and households for a total output of more than $9.8 
billion annually.

The Texas Comptroller study concluded community colleges contribute billions of dollars to the state’s economic 
output and provide Texas students with a low-cost opportunity to learn in-demand skills while preparing others for 
further education at a four-year university.

Study: Community Colleges Play an Important Role in the Texas 
Economy

New Website Helps Texas Students Find the Best In-State Online 
College Programs
Although online higher education is not new, the pandemic has most students moving to online learning which might 
prompt more students to consider digital education as a way to earn their degree or certificate. A new website 
www.TexasOnlineColleges.com will simplify the search for online high education in Texas while keeping the focus on 
institutions in Texas.  

The site provides information from 67 colleges and universities offering more than 1,500 online degrees, including 
costs, top-ranked programs, details on the percentage of students fully online, the student to faculty ratio, and 
graduation rates.

While an online degree is obtainable from almost anywhere, seeking one close to home from an established 
university might save students money on tuition, allow them to visit campus to meet professors or participate in 
some aspects of college life, and give them an advantage with prospective area employers who value local schools.

TexasOnlineColleges.com is the first online college information site to focus on a specific state 

Some Nursing Homes Will Allow Visitors Again
According to new rules from the state health department, some Texas nursing homes and other long-term care 
facilities with no active COVID-19 cases can begin having visitors. Nursing home staff must receive weekly 
coronavirus tests to reopen. All visits must occur outdoors and any physical contact between visitors and residents is 
prohibited. Visits at other long-term care facilities, such as assisted-living facilities, can happen indoors if a plexiglass 
safety barrier is used.

So far, fewer than 30 nursing homes — out of over 1,200 statewide — applied to allow visitors as of Aug. 20. Half 
were denied or are still awaiting an answer from the state on that date. The state has approved far more assisted 
living centers — more than 400 in total — to resume visits.

State and federal health authorities say the visiting rules must balance the health of residents and their emotional 
well-being.

http://www.texasonlinecolleges.com/
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State Senate
State Rep. Eddie Rodriguez (D-Austin) dropped out of the special election runoff 
allowing Sarah Eckhardt (D-Austin) to become the next state senator serving most of the 
City of Austin and all of Bastrop County. Eckhardt finished first in the July 14 special 
election with almost 49.8% of the vote, narrowly avoiding an outright victory in a six-
candidate field to replace state Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, who left for a job in 
academia. Eckhardt, who resigned as head of the Travis County Commissioners Court to 
run for Watson’s vacated seat, will fill the remainder of Watson’s four-year term and 
have to seek re-election in 2022. In an email to supporters, Rodriguez said he decided to 
focus on efforts to win a Democratic majority in the Texas House in the November 
election.

Early Voting
Gov. Abbott announced that early voting for the Nov. 3 election will now begin Oct. 13 
instead of Oct. 19. The end date remains Oct. 30. The order also expands the period 
during which marked mail-in ballots can be delivered in person to the local 
elections’ office. The deadline for an application to vote by mail to be received, not 
postmarked, in Texas is Oct. 23. The US Postal Service recommends mailing ballots two 
weeks prior to the due date to ensure that a ballot is received in time.

TX Congressional District 4
State Sen. Pat Fallon in an unusual election was chosen by 145 Republican officials from 
northeast Texas to replace Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe as the GOP 
nominee on the ballot for Texas’ 4th Congressional District. Fallon, who represents 
District 30 in the Texas Senate, beat out 17 other candidates with 82 votes from the 144 
voting GOP county and precinct chairs who live in the district. Fallon’s Senate seat at 
some point will be up for grabs. Early buzz indicates, it is possible the TX House GOP 
caucus could be down one vote when the Legislature convenes in January if a TX House 
member wins a special election for Fallon’s Senate seat. For example, if Sen. Fallon waits 
to resign his Senate seat until after he wins his congressional race on Nov. 3, the 
governor could call a quick special election in December to make sure Senate District 30 
has representation by the session begins.

Are You Following ARCIT on 
Social Media???

Find us…Follow us…Like 
us…Interact with us!

We want to connect with you! 
Make sure you are following ARCIT on 
social media.

Facebook (@ruraltxrealtx), 
Linked-in and 
Twitter (@ARCITtx)

We are here to assist rural and small 
communities during this 
unprecedented time.
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT!

ARCIT is here to assist communities with grant procurement. On the ARCIT 
website, find sample procurement templates and documents for grant 
opportunities for which your community may be applying.  The website has 
procurement templates for the following:

• Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) TXCDBG RFP
• Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG-MIT Planning Program
• Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG-MIT Infrastructure Program
• Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Flood Infrastructure Fund
• 2020 Texas County Transportation Infrastructure Fund (TIF) Procurement 

Templates
• FEMA Public Assistance Procurement
• 2020 TxCDBG Colonia Templates / Sample Documents
• Hurricane Harvey CDBG-DR Procurement Templates
• HMA Procurement Templates
• 2020-2022 TxCDBG Community Development Fund

For details visit - https://arcit.org/member-login-page-for-content/

NOTE: ARCIT members will need to create a username and password to access 
procurement templates.  Please email Kris at kris@arcit.org for instructions. 

DID YOU KNOW???

A Champion for Texas Towns

Since 1982, Public Management, Inc. has been dedicated to crafting a service that specifically focuses 
on the quality of life in rural Texas communities. Founded on the principles of community 
engagement and relationship building,

Public Management assists municipalities with professional planning, management, and financial 
services.

With offices strategically located throughout the state, Public Management offers Texas communities 
an innovative staff dedicated to offering industry-leading, client-based service.

Public Management
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
P: 281-592-0439

https://arcit.org/member-login-page-for-content/
mailto:kris@arcit.org
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
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Rural Partner
Local Businesses who Live, Love & Breath Rural

Join for as little as $65/month!

Do you have a community business  who wants to be part of ARCIT?  If so, they may want to join ARCIT as 
a Rural Partner!  This is any business in your community that wants to collaborate with rural communities 
and receive information from ARCIT and our members.  Please look to the businesses in your community 
to join forces with ARCIT to help preserve YOUR community and  fight for rural Texas.

Rural Partners are specific to a community.  They are a private business in a community supporting rural 
and smaller communities and the issues impacting those communities. A Rural Partner may include large 
and small businesses, community and civic organizations, faith-based organizations, schools, colleges 
and universities, regional government organizations located in a rural or small community.

Rural Partners are an  integral part of the community in which they live and work. They are cognizant of 
how their decisions may impact their neighbors and tend to be involved in the community. 

Collaborating with our Rural Partners is becoming increasingly important as the threat of removing local 
control by the legislature and urban sectors becomes more prominent. There is power in numbers when 
seeking answers to a problem or set of problems, so working with local businesses in your community can 
be significant and long-lasting, and ARCIT wants to work with those businesses in your community.  

If you know of a business passionate about your community and would like to be part of our organization, 
please contact Kara at kara@arcit.org. We would love to welcome them to the ARCIT family.

Which local business in your community may be interested in joining ARCIT?  
Together we are stronger!  

Contact Kara at kara@arcit.org for more information

of ARCIT!
Rural Partners

mailto:kara@arcit.org
mailto:kara@arcit.org
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Member Resources

McLane Intelligent Solutions)
(866) 551-4628
info@mclaneintel.com
www.mclaneintel.com

mailto:info@mclaneintel.com
http://www.mclaneintel.com/
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Member Resources

Public Management
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
281-592-0439

Corporate Office
345 Miron Drive
Southlake, Texas 76092
Phone: 817 - 421-5400
Phone: 800 - 883-1199
Fax: 817 - 488-8477
https://www.govcap.com/

http://www.cpyi.com/contact-us
P: 214.638.0500

EMC2 Education Technologies
2900 Wilcrest Dr. Suite 300
Houston, TX 77042
Web: emc2edtech.com
Email: info@emc2edtech.com

GUNDA Corporation, LLC
11750 Katy Fwy, Suite 300
Houston, Texas 77079
713.541.3530
info@gundacorp.com
www.gundacorp.com

http://www.govprocurementlaw.com/
Phone: (703) 738-0552

http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
https://www.govcap.com/
http://www.cpyi.com/contact-us
http://emc2edtech.com/
mailto:info@emc2edtech.com
https://gundacorp.com/
http://www.govprocurementlaw.com/

