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Together we are making a 
difference for rural and small 
communities in Texas! Encourage
others to do the same by asking 
them to join ARCIT and help 
build a better Texas.

Contact Tracing Mostly Left Up to Local Officials 
in Rural Texas 

2019 ARCIT Board of Directors

epidemiological investigations are done by the Department of State Health 
Services (DSHS) regional offices.

Whether DSHS tells a judge who is sick appears to vary by regional office, and 
the extent to which contact tracing—reaching out to those in close contact with 
infected people to get tested and quarantine—depends on available resources in 
the county. In addition, regional health departments cover dozens of counties, 
leaving many rural local officials to handle contact tracing as DSHS struggles to 
keep up with growing case numbers. The result is a patchwork of reporting, 
epidemiological investigations, and contact tracing stymied by communication 
delays with health officials.

In early June, there were 2,900 contact tracers working across Texas which 
included around 1,140 DSHS employees, as well as people working for local 
health departments, volunteers, university and nonprofit partners, and private 
employees. Some local officials have indicated waiting as long as several weeks 
to hear from the state about positive test results. In other rural and small areas, 
contact tracing has largely fallen to the county’s EMS director. 

In a county in the Panhandle, the regional DSHS office does provide the names of 
people who have tested positive, but the wait for the results is sometimes longer 
than the recommended 14-day quarantine period if a person may be sick. The 
process varies depending on whether the results are coming from private labs, 
public labs, or mobile testing units. There is nothing streamlined or organized 
about the reporting.

(Continued on next page)

Due to privacy concerns, state officials have not been willing to release who has 
the virus as positive cases increase in rural communities. County judges , tasked 
with managing the coronavirus response, continue to field calls from worried 
residents wanting to know who has it.  Sometimes, Facebook is the only source 
in determining who had tested positive in a small community such as when a 
patient or patient’s  relative posts the information.   In some rural and small 
areas in Texas, no one is making sure those infected stay home and contact 
others they know have been around.

Day to day management of the outbreak still 
primarily falls to local officials and private 
citizens under the state’s regionalized public 
health system. In rural and small 
communities, county judges, as the top 
elected officials, take on much of the 
emergency management role.  In areas 
without local health departments, 

http://www.arcit.org/
mailto:info@arcit.org
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(continued…)

Calling each positive case and their recent contacts is a laborious process. Rural or semi-rural health districts might 
have one epidemiologist, while others may not have one at all.  Local officials say state offices have been 
understaffed and overwhelmed.  Consider 10 reported cases in one day, and each of those cases had five contacts, 
that’s interviewing 10 plus 50 people in a day. What happens the next day? 

closures — sometimes lasting days, others for weeks — give restaurant owners time to engage in intensive deep-
cleaning and potentially revise their health and safety protocols. Some establishments require that exposed 
employees self-quarantine and are paying for staff to get tested. 

The state of Texas, like most other states and cities nationwide, does not legally require a restaurant to shut down if 
an employee has tested positive for COVID-19. Abbott’s “Open Texas” plan, which outlines reopening 
recommendations, serve as  a set of guidelines that establishments are “encouraged” to implement, not codified law 
or enforceable regulations. That leaves closure and testing decisions entirely up to business owners.

Thus, restaurants that choose to close after a positive diagnosis among staff are doing it voluntarily, and it’s 
absolutely the right thing to do. Continuing to expose patrons and workers to a potentially deadly virus is 
unjustifiable, even if a restaurant is looking at a seriously bleak economic picture. 

Some worry that without a required level of transparency or legal obligation to protect employees, restaurants 
might allow sick workers to prepare food in the kitchen. No restaurant wants to be associated with an infectious 
disease, and without regulation there is concern restaurants may keep quiet about positive COVID-19 tests among 
staffers.

Restaurants Not Required to Close After Workers Test Positive for 
COVID-19
Closing your business after an employee gets sick is probably the right thing to do. But 
right now, it’s totally voluntary.

Restaurants across the state are closing their doors as employees — those on the front 
lines and at the highest risk of getting sick — test positive for the COVID-19.  These

Texas PUC Extends Electricity Payment Assistance

The Texas Public Utility Commission (PUC) has extended the state’s Electricity Relief 
Program through Aug. 31. The program, which was originally scheduled to end on July 17, 
helps low-income and out-of-work Texans pay their electricity bills.

Initially created by a commission order on March 26, the program is funded by a 0.033 
cents per kilowatt hour charge added to electricity bills. The program provides up to about
four cents per kilowatt hour of reimbursement for energy costs and another four cents for delivery and 
transmission fees. Consumers are required to pay for any portion of the bill that exceeds those levels.
To date, more than 106,000 Texans have enrolled in the program either online or by phone. When SNAP and 
Medicaid participants are added in, the total number of Texas households receiving assistance jumps to 560,000. 
Far more people are believed to be eligible but have not applied.

Anyone who has or will file for unemployment with the Texas Workforce Commission is encouraged to request 
enrollment in the program by visiting http://TXCOVID19ERP.org or calling 866-454-8387.

http://txcovid19erp.org/


Page 3

The type of assets that a recipient can own and still be Medicaid-eligible can be 
valuable.

MERP is the Texas Medicaid Estate Recovery Program. Its sole purpose is to 
capture money from the estates of deceased Medicaid recipients and then replace 
the recovered funds back into the state’s funds. The government, acting through a 
contractor called Health Management Systems (HMS), Inc., does this by filing a

Beware the MERP: Texas Offers Huge Loophole to Recovery Program

claim in probate.

Although Medicaid is a needs-based program, not every Medicaid recipient is considered indigent. The type of assets 
that a recipient can own and still be Medicaid-eligible – such as a homestead, an automobile and a retirement 
account – can be valuable.

MERP claims can involve a significant amount of money. Long-term care alone for a Medicaid recipient can run into 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. A MERP claim by the government can end up wiping out the value of a probate 
estate. 

MERP was forced upon Texas by the federal government. Medicaid is a federal-state program, and the feds require 
the states to meet certain conditions before it puts its money in the pot. One of those conditions is that the state 
have a recovery program for the money it pays out. In 2005, after years of resistance, Texas finally succumbed by 
putting in place MERP.

In Texas, a MERP claim is limited to Medicaid monies paid on your behalf after you reach the age of 55, and then 
only if your Medicaid application was filed on or after May 1, 2005.

HMS can only recover a MERP claim after you die, and then only against the assets that go through your probate 
estate. The loophole? There is no recovery against assets that do not go through your probate estate. However, it 
only takes a bit of planning to protect your assets. A few popular procedures that have been used include:

• Naming a beneficiary (not your probate estate) on your accounts. Ownership of the account goes directly to the 
beneficiary when you die.

• Establishing a Revocable Living Trust. The assets that pass through a revocable living trust are non-probate assets. 
When you die, your trustee will distribute the assets to the beneficiaries.

• Signing a Lady Bird Deed for your homestead. This transfers the ownership of your home at the moment of your 
death.

There is a lot of fine print to the MERP law, and a lot to consider before a plan should be implemented. It is 
important to remember to not jeopardize Medicaid eligibility by trying to protect assets. For example, through a 
quirk in the law, if you put your house into your trust during your lifetime, it becomes a countable asset for Medicaid 
purposes. And beware: Tactics that are available for a single person may not work for a married couple. If your 
probate estate still ends up with assets, all may not be lost. Some defenses may be available if properly presented.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that seasonal flu 
was associated with more than 490,000 hospitalizations and 34,000 deaths 
during the 2018-2019 influenza season.

Early CDC estimates predict there were 410,000 to 740,000 flu 
hospitalizations and 24,000-62,000 deaths from October 2019 – April 2020.
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Page 5 How Fast, or Slow, a Hurricane Moves Can Be as Important as Its 
Intensity
How fast, or slow, a hurricane or tropical storm moves is an important factor that influences the severity of its 
impacts and is worth as much attention as its maximum winds.

Hurricane winds tend to get noticed. The "Category 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5" labels you hear associated with a hurricane are 
based on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale. That gives an idea of a storm's wind damage potential, but it 
doesn't necessarily correlate to the magnitude of its storm surge, rainfall or its ability to spawn tornadoes.

However,  a storm's forward speed can play a major role in the damage it is able to inflict. According to NOAA's 
Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory, a hurricane's average forward speed is about 11 to 12 mph 
in the Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean Sea, and tropical Atlantic Ocean from 10 to 30 degrees North latitude.

The hurricanes and tropical storms that move much faster or slower that can amplify its destructive potential. There 
have been a number of each of these recently.

Slower Storms Can Be Catastrophic
If a hurricane is far out to sea and moving slower, there's more time for areas 
potentially threatened by the storm to prepare. But when a storm slows down near 
or over land, its impacts are not only prolonged, but also greatly amplified.

In September 2019, Hurricane Dorian burst into a Category 5 hurricane as it 
approached the northwestern Bahamas. Then, the winds pushing the hurricane 
forward collapsed. From Sept. 1 to 3, Dorian's eyewall lashed the northwestern
Bahamas for an unfathomable 52 straight hours while at Category 4 or 5 intensity.

The crawl proved devastating. The intense winds drove a storm surge of up to 28 feet on Grand Bahama Island, 
according to the Bahamas Department of Meteorology (BDOM). Marsh Harbour, on Abaco Island, had tropical-
storm-force winds for 72 hours.

Another factor that is amplified by a slow storm is rainfall. A storm's rainfall potential has little or nothing to do with 
the storm's wind intensity. It's largely a function of how fast it moves. Hurricane Harvey slammed into the Texas 
coast at Category 4 intensity in 2017 with a destructive storm surge and damaging winds. However,  it was Harvey's 
painfully slow roam over or near the Texas coast that made this a historic event. Harvey's center of circulation 
stalled over South Texas on Aug. 26, then moved slowly eastward into the Gulf of Mexico before making a final 
landfall near Cameron, Louisiana, on Aug. 30.

According to the National Hurricane Center (NHC), Harvey was the most significant tropical cyclone rain event in 
United States history, both in scope and peak rainfall amounts, since reliable rainfall records began around the 
1880s.

Besides checking for the storm's forward speed in a graphic, one other clue a stall could happen is by looking at the 
forecast path of the storm. When it no longer resembles a cone, but rather takes on the appearance of a circle, or 
there's little separation of forecast points, it suggests the storm is expected to stall.

Fast-Moving Storms
On the other end of the scale, hurricanes and tropical storms occasionally move much faster.

These fast-paced storms are challenging for meteorologists to stay ahead of and require those in the path to rush 
their preparations to completion. This happens when stronger steering winds aloft dip into at least part of the 
Atlantic Basin, or the storm moves far enough north to feel the effects of the jet stream.

(Continued on next page)
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Intensity (continued…)
All other factors equal, the faster a storm moves, the stronger the winds will be to the right of the center's path, 
since the storm's forward speed adds to its winds in this right-half of the circulation. Faster-moving storms also are 
able to spread stronger winds farther inland before weakening.

In 2004, Hurricane Charley made a Category 4 landfall in southwest Florida, then rapidly tore a 200-mile long path 
across the Florida Peninsula in less than eight hours, with an average forward speed of 25 mph. Despite its small 
size, Charley left behind a trail of wind damage resembling a large tornado from Punta Gorda and Port Charlotte in 
southwest Florida, to Orlando and Daytona Beach.

One year later, after stalling and pummeling Cancún and Cozumel, Hurricane Wilma sped and roared across South 
Florida in less than five hours on Oct. 24, 2005. The damage in Florida "included numerous downed trees, 
substantial crop losses, downed power lines and poles, broken windows, extensive roof damage and destruction of 
mobile homes," according to the NHC's final report. Some of the worst winds were on Florida's east coast rather 
than where it moved ashore in southwest Florida.

The most egregious recent example of inland wind damage from a fast-moving storm was 2008's Hurricane Ike. 
After plundering the upper Texas coast, the remnant of Hurricane Ike raced through the Ohio Valley, producing 
an estimated 1,600-mile-long swath of wind damage from Texas to upstate New York, including the eastern Great 
Lakes. Wind gusts over 70 mph were clocked in Cincinnati and Columbus, Ohio, one day after Ike roared ashore in 
Texas.

All these historical events illustrate a storm's forward speed doesn’t just affect the storm's timing, but also the 
storm's impacts.

Abbott Announces $9M in U.S. Funds for Texas Nursing Homes
Gov. Greg Abbott and the Texas Health and Human Services Commission 
(HHSC) recently announced $9 million in federal funding to help Texas 
nursing homes fight the spread of COVID-19. Nursing facilities have until 
Aug. 30 to apply for the funds.

Approved providers will be eligible to receive funds for the following:

• Thermometers and temperature scanning equipment for staff and 
residents

• Decontamination and disinfection systems
• Plexiglass barriers or portable walls to ensure social distancing and 

droplet protection
• N95 fit-test equipment
• Microbe-resistant flooring and wall coverings

Nursing homes are also eligible to receive up to $3,000 from the HHSC to purchase iPads, other tablets, webcams 
and accessories to help their residents keep in touch with loved ones who are unable to visit due the governor’s 
restrictions.

HHSC is using Civil Money Penalty (CMP) funds to pay for these two projects. CMPs are collected from Medicare 
and Medicaid-certified nursing facilities found out of compliance with federal requirements and can be used for 
projects and activities that improve quality of care or quality of life for nursing home residents. More details on 
applying are available on the Texas HHS website at www.hhs.texas.gov. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MzAuMjM3MjUwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hocy50ZXhhcy5nb3YvZG9pbmctYnVzaW5lc3MtaGhzL3Byb3ZpZGVyLXBvcnRhbHMvbG9uZy10ZXJtLWNhcmUtcHJvdmlkZXJzL251cnNpbmctZmFjaWxpdGllcy9jaXZpbC1tb25leS1wZW5hbHR5LWZ1bmRzLW5mLXByb2plY3RzIn0.EfNkryd2iiFx32jdgzCy1K-9TiXUd12X_OD_IRmTm_M/s/1179796931/br/80508309526-l
http://www.hhs.texas.gov/
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Texas A&M Health Science Center has partnered up with a Florida-based company OnMed to deploy Texas' first 
telemedicine station of its kind.

It has been 18 months since ARCIT member, Milam County lost both of its  hospitals leaving residents with no other 
option but to travel 30+ minutes to the nearest hospital for after-hour care. 

The long-planned, often-controversial Houston-to-Dallas high speed rail project has hit yet another patch of rough 
tracks. Texas Central, the company behind the project, has touted the fact that it will be fully privately funded and 
not reliant on tax dollars. Faced with struggling equity markets due to the financial downturn in recent months, 
Texas Central was forced to lay off 28 employees and is now seeking government loans and stimulus money.

Aside from exploring funding from government loan vehicles—including Railroad 
Rehabilitation & Improvement Financing and Transportation Infrastructure Finance 
and Innovation Act—Texas Central is considering tapping into government loans. 

According to Texas Central, the project will create an estimated $36 billion in 
economic benefits statewide over the next 25 years, according to a news release. 
Texas Central anticipated it also would create 10,000 direct jobs per year during 
peak construction and 1,500 permanent jobs when fully operational.

The Thirteenth Court of Appeals ruled Texas Central and its subsidiary Integrated 
Texas Logistics as legal railroads, indicating all railroads have the right of eminent 
domain, which means that Texas Central can acquire all the land it needs. Project 
opponents are appealing the decision to the Texas Supreme Court.

https://www.texascentral.com
/alignment-maps/

On July 1, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a large infrastructure bill, tagged the “Moving Forward Act” 
(H.R. 2), it included a few provisions that could provide financial benefits and assistance to the planned high-speed 
rail project, Texas Central Railway.  H.R. 2 provides $19 billion over five years in Passenger Rail Improvement, 
Modernization, and Expansion (PRIME) Grants.

The House Transportation Committee report confirmed that high-speed rail projects would be eligible for PRIME 
grant funds. The program offers federal cost-sharing of 90 percent. The bill did not make clear who would 
administer the PRIME Grant program, but the Federal Railroad Administration has handled other grant programs like 
the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program.

The bill head to the Senate, but Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has  already indicated that it is not going 
anywhere in the Senate.” The bill contains many provisions funding other projects besides transportation 
infrastructure, including funding for broadband internet, low-income housing, health care, the postal service, and 
“green” energy.

Milam County Receives Telemedicine Station

The self-contained telemedicine station will provide patients with a live virtual 
consultation with a licensed clinician who will make a diagnosis and dispense 
prescription medication on the spot.

Since the beginning of 2010, more than 70 rural hospitals have closed across 
the country, 26 of which were Texas' rural hospitals, making Milam County 
perfect for this type of technology.  This OnMed station will be located at the 
Milam County Sheriff's Office at 512 N. Jefferson Ave in Cameron. The station is 
set to officially open to the community this fall.

https://www.texascentral.com/alignment-maps/
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#20. The King Ranch is larger than the state of Rhode Island.

#19. The term "maverick" comes from Texas lawyer and pioneer, Samuel Maverick, who was 
also one of the signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence.

#18. Texas is the number one producer of wool in the United States, and no, I didn't just 
misspell "oil", although, we're number one at that too.

#17. There is a live oak tree near Rockport, Texas that is over 1,500 years old.

#16. Built in 1870, the Waco bridge was the first suspension bridge ever built in the United States. It is still in use as a 
pedestrian bridge crossing the Brazos River.

#15. The world's first rodeo was held in Pecos, Texas on the Fourth of July 1883.

#14. Speaking of the rodeo, the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo used to be held in the world's first domed sports 
stadium, the Astrodome, which was built in 1965. The building has not been used since 2006, and the City of 
Houston still can't quite decide whether they want to demolish it or preserve it.

#13. There are more species of bats in the Lone Star State than any other state in the country.

#12. John William Heisman, after whom the Heisman Trophy is named, coached football at Rice University in 
Houston from 1924 to 1927.

#11. Jalapeno jelly originated in Lake Jackson, Texas and was first marketed by Marty and Harley Tyson in 1978.

#10. Because it was its own independent nation, Texas is the only state in the United States to join via treaty instead 
of annexation.

#9. Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas is the largest church in the nation. It is home to famous pastor Joel Osteen 
and his congregation is over 43,000 people.

#8. You could fit the entire state of Connecticut inside Texas's largest county, Brewster County (in the Big Bend 
region of Texas).

#7. Two United States Presidents were born in Texas, and neither one was George W. Bush (he was born in 
Connecticut). The two Texas-born Presidents were Dwight D. Eisenhower and Lyndon B. Johnson.

#6. Chuck Norris, star of the television show "Walker, Texas Ranger" (and countless hilarious Chuck Norris jokes) was 
made an honorary Texas Ranger in 2010.

#5. Despite popular belief, Texas does not have the constitutional right to secede. The Tyler-Texas Treaty of 1845 
maintains that Texas has the right to split into as many as five separate states. This provision somehow spawned the 
misconception that the Lone Star State could legally secede.

#4. The physical area of Houston is large enough to hold Boston, New York City and San Francisco concurrently.

#3. The most common foreign language spoken in Texas other than Spanish is Vietnamese.

#2. The hottest temperature ever recorded in Texas, 120 degrees Fahrenheit, was recorded in Seymour, Texas in 
August of 1936. The coldest was -23 degrees, recorded in Seminole in February of 1933.

#1. The most devastating national disaster in U.S. history is the Galveston hurricane in 1900 which took over 8,000 
lives.
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Just a few weeks ago, officials in Starr County hoped their community might make it through the COVID-19 
pandemic with very few positive cases. The ARCIT member county is located on the Texas-Mexico border. There’s 
only one hospital, a 48-bed facility with no intensive care unit, to serve about 65,000 people. Until June, Starr 
County had just over 30 total confirmed cases of the new coronavirus. However, the re-opening of the state and a 
wave of new infections  have now swept across Texas rural counties, including Starr and the rest of the Rio Grande 
Valley.

people, who make up about 30 percent of the population. Dr. Jose Vazquez, the local health authority who is also 
president of the hospital board, had to work from home in recent weeks after testing positive for the virus in June.

Public attention has largely focused on major metro hospitals that have quickly neared or surpassed ICU capacity in 
Dallas, Austin, San Antonio, and particularly Houston—home to the largest medical center in the world. But cases 
are surging in rural areas too, where a relatively small outbreak can overwhelm limited health systems—if they exist 
at all. To make matters worse, rural hospitals often need to transfer critically ill patients to larger, urban medical 
centers that are running out of space themselves.

COVID-19 hospitalizations in Texas have grown more than 500% since May 25, when many Texans were out 
celebrating Memorial Day, breaking new records nearly every day for more than a month. Unfortunately, an open 
bed in El Paso is little help for someone severely ill in Starr County, more than 700 miles away.  Regional totals show 
a dire situation. The nine-county Gulf Coast trauma service region in East Texas, which includes Beaumont and 
Galveston and is home to 1.3 million people, had a single ICU bed available as of Wednesday. The 12-county Coastal 
Bend region of more than 630,000 people that includes Corpus Christi had three. In the mostly rural West Texas 
region spanning 17 counties from the Mexico border to north of Midland and Odessa, where 527,000 people live, 
there were 27 free ICU beds. And in the four-county Rio Grande Valley, home to nearly 1.4 million people, there 
were 25.

Rural hospitals across the state have been underfunded and understaffed long before the pandemic hit. At least 20 
small-town Texas hospitals have closed since 2013; more than double any other state. Over one-fifth of Texas’ 254 
counties have just one doctor or none at all. Large rural areas of the state, with populations that trend older and 
sicker, do not have enough hospital beds, health care equipment, specialists, or medical staff to combat an 
infectious disease outbreak.

Starr County, like much of rural Texas, is facing a perfect storm of challenges when it comes to containing the virus. 
Testing is still limited, and increased demand is causing lags in getting test results back. In addition, as more people 
contract the virus, the few rural doctors and nurses who treat them are also falling sick and quarantining, further 
reducing capacity.

In rural far West Texas, it seemed for months like the remote region would be spared a COVID-19 outbreak. But 
total cases in ARCIT member, Brewster County, on the border with Mexico, have skyrocketed recently, from one as 
of mid-June to 146 recently.  Brewster County has the eleventh-highest rate of reported cases per capita of Texas’ 
254 counties.

The rural hospital is the only one in a three-county area of more than 12,000 square miles. It has 25 beds and two 
ventilators; the closest ICU is 140 miles northeast in Odessa.  However, hospitals in West Texas are also reaching 
capacity and facing serious staff shortages as providers fall ill, in turn no longer accepting patients.  Rural Texans are 
used to long drives for medical care. But this time, will a hospital bed be waiting for them?

Cases in Starr County have jumped to more than 840, an increase of 
about 3,000 percent in the last five weeks. The seven-day average of 
daily new cases has increased from none or 1 before June to more 
than 40 in early July. Starr County Memorial Hospital had no COVID-
19 patients until late June. In early July there were 10; and as of mid-
July, the hospital beds are now full. Demand for testing is so high that 
the county is no longer covering the cost of tests for uninsured



Page 10 ARCIT MEMBERS
Recognizing the Leaders and Voices of  Rural and Small Communities Throughout Texas



Page 11 How to Avoid Extra COVID-19 Testing Charges
Texans who want a test for COVID-19 can likely avoid unnecessary charges by taking a few steps first.

According to federal law, if your doctor requests the test as medically necessary, you shouldn’t be charged for it.  
To reduce your chances of facing extra costs:

Call your primary care doctor before getting tested. Get your doctor’s testing order and recommended testing 
site. The order makes the test possible at no cost to you.

Ask the testing site if it has any charges or fees not covered by insurance.

Do not authorize non-COVID tests at the same time unless your doctor orders them.

Unless it’s a medical emergency, avoid hospital or free-standing emergency rooms, which usually charge more.

If you aren’t paying with insurance, shop around on the web or by phone to compare testing charges and possible 
add-on fees.

If you get a bill related to a COVID test, call your health plan to find out why. If you can’t resolve the issue with 
your plan, call the TDI Help Line at 1-800-252-3439.

If you believe you have been excessively charged, call the Texas Office of the Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508.

For more information on COVID testing in Texas, visit the Department of State Health Services website.
For testing sites, including free sites, visit TX COVID-19 Test Collection Sites.

FEMA Urges Homeowners to Buy Flood Insurance
With peak hurricane season approaching, FEMA and its National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) are urging residents 
to prepare now for severe storms and the flooding they can bring.

This year, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) predicts an above average Atlantic 
Hurricane Season with 6-10 hurricanes including 3-6 major ones (Category 3 or higher). 

Whether it’s a major flood or just an inch of water, flood insurance helps cover the cost of flood damage. Just one 
inch of water in an average-sized home can cost more than $25,000 in repairs. Most homeowners and renters’ 
policies typically do not cover flood damage.

The 2020 Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 to November 30 with peak storms during late August and 
September. Policies typically take 30 days to go into effect. For more information, visit 
www.FloodSmart.gov/hurricane or call 877-336-2627.

Texas Hospitals Get Federal Funding 

Texas hospitals that provide care to Medicaid patients will receive 
$2.7 billion in federal funding in fiscal year 2021, up $1.1 billion from 
a year earlier. The funds are distributed through the Uniform 
Hospital Rate Increase Program, which boosts Medicaid payments to 
hospitals to help reduce their Medicaid reimbursement shortfall. 
Under the program, the Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission directs additional funding to Medicaid managed care 
organizations, and eligible hospitals receive a payment increase on 
claims submitted to those MCOs.

https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/coronavirus/testing.aspx
https://txdps.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8bf7c6a436a64bfe9a5ce25be580e4ff
http://www.floodsmart.gov/hurricane
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reasons tied to the pandemic, including if workers need to care for kids who would ordinarily be at summer camp.

Overpaid Benefits. More than 46,000 Texans who lost their jobs in recent months were initially overpaid by the 
Texas Workforce Commission. It's unclear how many of those overpayments are due to fraud and how many are due 
to TWC's errors. Workers who lost their jobs and received overpayments from TWC won’t have to pay back those 
unemployment benefits if it was the state’s mistake. A judicial order bars the state from recovering funds when the 
overpayment is the agency’s fault. If TWC finds unemployment fraud in a case, the person must give back the 
benefits and pay a 15% penalty.  As of late June, 2.7 million Texans had filed for unemployment relief since mid-
March.

Work Search Requirement. The Texas Workforce Commission has postponed the return of the work search 
requirement for unemployment benefits for another due to some businesses across the state being forced to close.   
TWC plans to monitor the situation and make further recommendations in late July. 

Claims Increase. More than 117,244 people in Texas applied for unemployment claims last week, an increase of 
21.4% compared with the week before. It was the second week in a row that the number of claims rose. Since mid-
March, nearly 2.8 million people have filed for unemployment benefits in Texas. The peak of unemployment claims 
came in early April, when more than 315,000 Texans applied for the benefits in a single week. 

The state’s unemployment rate is the share of Texans in the labor force who are out of work. The unemployment 
rate is different than the raw number of people filing for unemployment insurance because some of those filers are 
still employed but have been furloughed or had their hours cut.

Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation. The Texas Workforce Commission reminds claimants that the 
Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC) ends the week of July 25, 2020. FPUC provided an 
additional $600 per week to claimants who lost work as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Texans will continue to 
receive state unemployment benefits for the remainder of their claim. For those on regular unemployment that is 
currently up to a potential 59 weeks and 46 weeks for those on Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA). The 
length of time benefits are available is subject to an individual's eligibility as well as state economic indicators.

Antibody Tests. According to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC), businesses cannot force 
workers to take tests that detect COVID-19 antibodies without violating the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The 
EEOC pointed to recent guidance by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention that says in part that antibody 
tests should not be used to determine if someone is immune to the virus or as a basis for decisions about allowing 
workers back on the job.

This latest guidance comes about two months after the EEOC told employers that they can administer viral tests that 
determine if people are actively infected with COVID-19 before letting workers back on a job site. However,  some 
employment experts noted that the guidance on COVID-19 tests was silent about the legality of businesses using 
antibody tests and that the agency would likely have to tackle that topic in the future.

COVID Leave. In a new COVID-19 guidance letter, the Department of 
Labor (DOL) said employees could take federal coronavirus leave to care 
for kids if the pandemic disrupted a demonstrable plan to send them to 
summer camp, even if they weren't enrolled when the virus hit.  The law 
lets workers for small and mid-size employers take up to 10 weeks off at 
partial pay to care for kids whose summer camps aren't open. 
The Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) makes private 
employers with fewer than 500 workers provide paid time off for several
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Fall Reopening Plans.
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) issued guidelines on how to safely bring kids back to school. Under the 
guidelines, schools will be required to offer five days of in-person instruction per week.  For parents concerned 
about safety, TEA offers an option to take virtual only classes.  The TEA guidance does not offer teachers a way to 
opt out like parents can and offers limited suggestions on how school districts should protect teachers and staff.  

Although masks in publics schools will be required for most teachers and students (as long as the Governor’s 
statewide mask order remains in effect), TEA recommendations for social distancing and sanitizing do not go as far 
as the CDC guidelines.  School systems will be able to temporarily limit access to on-campus instruction for the first 
four weeks of school. After the first four weeks, a school system can continue to limit access to on-campus 
instruction for an additional four weeks, if needed, with a board-approved waiver request to TEA.

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) initially recommended that education leaders and policymakers "should 
start with a goal of having students physically present in school.  However, based on the growing debate over school 
reopening, AAP has now indicated that although in-person school provide crucial benefits to children, public health 
agencies must make recommendations based on evidence, not politics. 

A University of Texas/Texas Politics Project poll found 65% of Texas registered voters think it’s unsafe to send the 
kids back to class right now.

The challenge to answering the question of whether students and teachers should go back to school is complicated 
by a pair of fundamental uncertainties: No country has tried to do so with the virus raging at levels like America’s, 
and the scientific research about transmission in classrooms is limited. Thus, many questions and details pertaining 
to that state’s 5.4 million public school students returning to school in August will need to be determined by local 
superintendents and school boards.

The TEA SY 20-21 Public Health Planning Guidance can be found in full on pages 15-23 of this newsletter.

Digital Divide.
According to a new report from the nonprofit group Common Sense, the “digital divide” is wider than many 
estimated. Texas has the greatest number of kids of all the states that lack adequate internet connectivity at home. 
The report indicates that 34% or 1.8 million K-12 public school students in Texas do not have adequate access to the 
internet at home, and that 25% of Texas’ kids do not have an adequate device at home like a laptop or a computer. 
For teachers, 13% lack adequate internet access at home and 3% lack devices so Texas is above average. The 
national average for teachers is about 8 to 10% who lack adequate internet at home and for kids, the national 
average is about 30%.  Nationally, Common Sense estimates it would cost between $6 to $11 billion dollars to 
connect the 15 to 16 million kids that are not adequately connected.

Public Education

Texas Courts Re-Closing Amid COVID-19 Spike
The Texas Supreme Court has extended the prohibition on jury trials in the 
state through Sept. 1, shortly after the chief federal judge in Houston shut 
down public access to courthouses in Houston and Galveston amid a regional 
COVID-19 spike.

Jury trials in state court were already barred from happening before Aug. 1 
except for a few, pre-approved test trials, but the court pushed that start date 
back a month. Several federal courts in Texas closed courthouses and delayed 
trial proceedings in response to the surge of COVID-19 cases.
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Requirements Remains in Effect

Texans still get a break from certain vehicle title and registration requirements due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
temporary waiver announced by Governor Greg Abbott on March 16, 2020, remains in effect.

The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (TxDMV) will provide a notification when normal services resume, allowing 
the public 60 days from then to conduct any overdue title and registration transactions.
• The waiver covers the following services:
• Initial vehicle registration.
• Vehicle registration renewal.
• Vehicle titling.
• Renewal of permanent disabled parking placards.
• 30-day temporary permits.

Texans with overdue transactions are encouraged to renew their registration online 
at www.TxDMV.gov and www.Texas.gov, or by mail.

Most in-person vehicle title and registration services are handled by county tax offices. For the status of county tax 
offices, Texans should visit www.TxDMV.gov/covid-19 or contact their county tax office directly.

The following transactions are available in-person by appointment only at TxDMV regional service centers:
• Replacement titles.
• Bonded title notices of determination.
• Title histories.
• Temporary permits.
• Assigned/reassigned numbers.
• Registration refund authorizations.
• Investigation and resolution of Texas title errors.

To schedule a same-day or next-day appointment, visit www.TxDMV.gov/appointment. The Texas Department of 
Motor Vehicles does not issue driver licenses or state ID cards. Texans should contact the Texas Department of Public 
Safety (DPS) for these services.

Are You Following ARCIT on 
Social Media???

Find us…Follow us…Like 
us…Interact with us!

We want to connect with you! 
Make sure you are following ARCIT on 
social media.

Facebook (@ruraltxrealtx), 
Linked-in and 
Twitter (@ARCITtx)

We are here to assist rural and small 
communities during this 
unprecedented time.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDMuMjM4NzQxNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LlR4RE1WLmdvdiJ9.IT33-Ko1M3Mh5yt_lVkI7cK8v5XQ63eHNtTkWuEQGh4/s/1128174802/br/80668177525-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDMuMjM4NzQxNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LlRleGFzLmdvdiJ9.-m13Q9b7pWrfcfuqnkXpuMEzy4R7bT14cHnIb0o49JY/s/1128174802/br/80668177525-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDMuMjM4NzQxNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LlR4RE1WLmdvdi9jb3ZpZC0xOSJ9.VJxADEfNvUfdDemjwijLh4uH20mllkJi-CyrYNRWz2o/s/1128174802/br/80668177525-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDMuMjM4NzQxNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LlR4RE1WLmdvdi9hcHBvaW50bWVudCJ9.69ZEBao531UmTJSJSwTRMMgQdF8pBF-xEY6dc7fHfIo/s/1128174802/br/80668177525-l
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT!

ARCIT is here to assist communities with grant procurement. On the ARCIT 
website, find sample procurement templates and documents for grant 
opportunities for which your community may be applying.  The website has 
procurement templates for the following:

• Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) TXCDBG RFP
• Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG-MIT Planning Program
• Texas General Land Office (GLO) CDBG-MIT Infrastructure Program
• Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Flood Infrastructure Fund
• 2020 Texas County Transportation Infrastructure Fund (TIF) Procurement 

Templates
• FEMA Public Assistance Procurement
• 2020 TxCDBG Colonia Templates / Sample Documents
• Hurricane Harvey CDBG-DR Procurement Templates
• HMA Procurement Templates
• 2020-2022 TxCDBG Community Development Fund

For details visit - https://arcit.org/grants/

DID YOU KNOW???

Improving Lives with Every Connection

CenturyLink is a global communications, hosting, cloud and IT services company. CenturyLink strives 
to enable their customers to transform their businesses and lives through innovative technology 
solutions. CenturyLink is an industry leader where technology is continuously advancing, and they 
strive to meet customer expectations while creating opportunities for mutual success.

From IT, hosting and managed services for your business to High-speed Internet, TV and Voice for 
your home, CenturyLink works to constantly improve their technology, so your life constantly 
improves too.

www.centurylink.com
(See website for locations and contact details)

https://arcit.org/grants/
http://www.centurylink.com/
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Rural Partner
Local Businesses who Live, Love & Breath Rural

Join for as little as $65/month!

Do you have a community business  who wants to be part of ARCIT?  If so, they may want to join ARCIT as 
a Rural Partner!  This is any business in your community that wants to collaborate with rural communities 
and receive information from ARCIT and our members.  Please look to the businesses in your community 
to join forces with ARCIT to help preserve YOUR community and  fight for rural Texas.

Rural Partners are specific to a community.  They are a private business in a community supporting rural 
and smaller communities and the issues impacting those communities. A Rural Partner may include large 
and small businesses, community and civic organizations, faith-based organizations, schools, colleges 
and universities, regional government organizations located in a rural or small community.

Rural Partners are an  integral part of the community in which they live and work. They are cognizant of 
how their decisions may impact their neighbors and tend to be involved in the community. 

Collaborating with our Rural Partners is becoming increasingly important as the threat of removing local 
control by the legislature and urban sectors becomes more prominent. There is power in numbers when 
seeking answers to a problem or set of problems, so working with local businesses in your community can 
be significant and long-lasting, and ARCIT wants to work with those businesses in your community.  

If you know of a business passionate about your community and would like to be part of our organization, 
please contact Kara at kara@arcit.org. We would love to welcome them to the ARCIT family.

Which local business in your community may be interested in joining ARCIT?  
Together we are stronger!  

Contact Kara at kara@arcit.org for more information

of ARCIT!
Rural Partners

mailto:kara@arcit.org
mailto:kara@arcit.org
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Member Resources

McLane Intelligent Solutions)
(866) 551-4628
info@mclaneintel.com
www.mclaneintel.com

Public Management
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
281-592-0439

Encompass More
213 S. Sierra Ave.
Oakdale, CA 95361
(214) 415-0097
https://www.encompassmore.com/

Corporate Office
345 Miron Drive
Southlake, Texas 76092
Phone: 817 - 421-5400
Phone: 800 - 883-1199
Fax: 817 - 488-8477
https://www.govcap.com/

http://www.cpyi.com/contact-us
P: 214.638.0500

mailto:info@mclaneintel.com
http://www.mclaneintel.com/
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
https://www.encompassmore.com/
https://www.govcap.com/
http://www.cpyi.com/contact-us

