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Together we are making a difference 
for rural and small communities in 
Texas! Encourage others to do the 
same by asking them to join ARCIT 
and help build a better Texas.

New Year, New Laws 

2019 ARCIT Board of Directors

Harassment at colleges and universities
SB 212 requires employees of public, private or independent higher education 
institutions to report allegations of sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating 
violence or stalking against a student or employee to the institution's Title IX 
coordinator. The law will also make it a Class B misdemeanor when an employee 
who is required to make the report fails to do so. It is enhanced to a Class A 
misdemeanor if the employee intended to conceal the incident that he or she was 
required to report.  Institutions also cannot discipline or discriminate against an 
employee who in good faith reports the incident and cooperates with an 
investigation, disciplinary process, or judicial proceeding unless the employee is 
the alleged perpetrator.

Post-disaster taxes
HB 492 will allow a temporary property tax exemption for a portion of the 
appraised value of certain property that was damaged by a governor-declared 
disaster area. The tax exemption is effective if a local governing body chooses to 
adopt it within 60 days of the governor's disaster declaration.

Personal data breaches
HB 493 amends the Business and Commerce Code by setting a deadline for when 
a person who conducts business in Texas or who owns or licenses computerized 
data with sensitive personal information has to notify individuals of a security 
breach. The person conducting business will have up to 60 days after the breach 
to report it.  If a breach involves at least 250 Texas residents, the person 
conducting business must also notify the attorney general of the incident and the 
measures it is taking to handle the breach.

Bingo fees
HB 914 amends the Bingo Enabling Act by eliminating the five percent prize fee 
for non-cash prizes that are valued at more than $5. The bill will also require 
licensed authorized organizations that conduct bingo to collect the five percent 
fee on cash prizes and pay 50 percent of the fees collected to the Texas 
Commission Lottery on a quarterly basis. Counties and cities can opt in to receive 
prize fees as well.

(Continued on next page)

On January 1, 2020 new 
requirements around sexual 
harassment, taxes and bingo took 
effect based on legislation passed 
during the 2019 legislative session.

http://www.arcit.org/
http://arcit.org
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Complaints against nonprofit health groups
HB 1532 will require nonprofit health organizations to develop anti-retaliation policies for physicians and submit 
biennial reports to the Texas Medical Board. On Sept. 1, 2019, this bill also amended the Medical Practice Act to 
require the Texas Medical Board to accept and process complaints against a certified nonprofit health organization in 
the same way as it would complaints against a health professional. The TMB can refuse to certify, revoke the 
certification or impose an administrative penalty against an organization that violates the act.

Surprise medical bill protections
SB 1264 is designed to help end surprise medical bills. Portions of the bill are already in effect, but the rest will kick in
on Jan. 1, 2020. It will require that a "health maintenance organization pay for emergency care performed by non-
network physicians or providers in an amount that the organization determines is reasonable for the emergency 
care." The bill also mandates that the non-network physician or provider can't bill the patient and that the patient has 
no financial responsibility for an amount greater than the patient's responsibility under his or her health care plan. 
That includes an applicable copayment, coinsurance or deductible.

Flood funds
SB 7 will create a flood infrastructure fund and Texas infrastructure resiliency fund that can be used by the Texas 
Water Development Board to help local governments with matching federal funds used for flood research, planning 
and mitigation projects following disastrous events such as Hurricane Harvey.

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced state sales tax revenue totaled $3.18 billion in November, which was 6.2 
percent more than in November 2018.

The growth was led by collections from the wholesale trade, construction and restaurant sectors. Based on new 
collection requirements resulting from the implementation of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision, Wayfair v. South 
Dakota, and passage of House Bill 1525 during the 86th Texas Legislature, Texas recognized an increase in the state’s 
sales tax revenue collections from remote sellers and online marketplace providers.

Total sales tax revenue for the three months ending in November 2019 was up 4.8 percent compared to the same 
period a year ago. Sales tax is the largest source of state funding for the state budget, accounting for 57 percent of all 
tax collections.

In November 2019, Texas collected the following revenue from other major taxes:
• motor vehicle sales and rental taxes — $422.3 million, up 4.2 percent from November 2018;
• motor fuel taxes — $327.3 million, up 5.1 percent from November 2018;
• natural gas production taxes — $119.6 million, down 33.1 percent from November 2018; and
• oil production taxes — $344.4 million, down 1.8 percent from November 2018.

State Sales Tax Revenue
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Monday, December 9, 2019 marked the deadline for candidates to file to run for 
office in either of the two major political parties in Texas.  With the Presidential 
contest at the top of the ticket, a large voter turnout is all but guaranteed in 
2020.  

For the first time in years, Republicans and Democrats are acknowledging that 
the GOP could lose the Texas House.  The last time the House chamber flipped 
was nearly two decades ago. 

Looking forward to the 2020 elections. 

With the filing deadline passed, the 2020 ballot is all but set. Both parties are preparing their candidates for the 150 
state House races, with roughly 30 seats seen as competitive.

As recently as 2017, House Republicans had a 95-member majority. However, due to a 12 seat pick up last year, 
Democrats are only nine seats away from gaining control of the chamber and having a bigger say in the 2021 
redistricting process.

Such a prospect has prompted new attention in a state that has long been considered too red for Democrats to reach. 
The last time they controlled the House was 2001. On the other hand, Republicans are aware that they need a new 
strategy in order to keep control of every level of state government in Texas. In the 2018 midterm elections, 
Democrats won 12 districts previously held by Republicans. Now, Republicans want those seats back.

The Battlefield
The battlefield for the House is large. In addition to the 12 seats that Republicans are trying to reclaim from the 2018 
midterm election, Democrats are targeting 22 Republican-held seats where Beto O’Rourke, the 2018 Democratic 
nominee for U.S. Senate, won or lost by single digits. In 17 of those seats, the Republican incumbents won by fewer 
than 10 percentage points. Of those 17 seats, there are nine where both O’Rourke won and the incumbent won by 
single digits — those could be considered Democrats’ highest priorities.

Both parties are again calling North Texas ground zero for several of the House races considered to be in play by both 
parties, with the Austin and Houston areas also featuring clusters of competitive seats.

Even before the 2020 elections, Democrats have a chance to pick up a seat in the late January special election runoff 
to fill the seat of former Rep. John Zerwas, R-Richmond. Democrats were already targeting him before he resigned 
this fall to take a job with the University of Texas System.

Democrat targets have even grown to include once-unthinkable places like House District 32, where state Rep. Todd 
Hunter, R-Corpus Christi, is facing his first challenger from either party since O'Rourke came within 5 points of 
winning the district.

Many of the competitive races are playing out in suburban areas that are changing demographically.

What would a Democrat-led House look like?
A win by Democrats would all but guarantee a Democratic speaker. That would translate to Democrats chairing some 
of the Legislature’s most powerful committees for the first time in years. Of course, the chamber would still be 
operating at a disadvantage in passing some party priorities with a GOP governor and a Senate where Republicans 
outnumber Democrats by seven members.

Beyond that, Texas is on the cusp of another once-in-a-decade redistricting cycle, which involves state lawmakers 
redrawing districts for Congress, the state House and Senate and the State Board of Education. A House controlled by 
Democrats could impact that process, though it would still be a predominantly Republican-led one.
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governments are restricted from allowing their revenue to increase more than 3.5% over the previous year’s 
revenue (also known as the “no new revenue rate”) without getting voter approval. However, now the Legislature is 
studying giving more property tax exemptions or eliminating the business personal property tax.

The business personal property tax is the tax on equipment that businesses own. Large corporations such as AT&T, 
Oncor, Amazon and others, which have a great deal of equipment, pay larger amounts of business personal property 
tax. These big companies would benefit if the Legislature decides to eliminate the business personal property tax. 
The elimination of the revenue would then need to be replaced by the average homeowner or commercial property 
owner in each county.  

For example, if a county in Texas receives 13% of its property tax revenue from the business personal property tax, 
eliminating this revenue will force homeowners and commercial property owners to make up the difference. By 
exempting or eliminating the business personal property tax, Lt. Gov. Patrick and the Legislature will shift even more 
of the tax burden onto homeowners and commercial property owners so they can give a massive tax cut to large 
corporations.

The whole point of SB 2 was to protect homeowners from rising property tax bills. Pursuing the idea of exempting 
business personal property would nullify the “reforms” passed by the 86th Texas Legislature before homeowners 
can feel any relief and add to the problem of rising property taxes even worse. 

The Business Personal Property Tax

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has charged the Texas Senate Finance Committee 
with meeting to “consider the economic and fiscal effects of increased 
exemptions to the business personal property tax,” or eliminating the tax 
entirely.

As most of you are aware, during the last session, the Texas Legislature 
passed Senate Bill 2. This was the property tax reform bill that attempted 
to provide property tax relief to homeowners. Under the new law, local

The Attorney General’s office reached a settlement with T-Mobile resolving the state’s antitrust claims against the 
proposed merger of mobile wireless telecommunications service providers Sprint and T-Mobile. The agreement is 
designed to prevent the New T-Mobile from increasing prices for wireless services on Texans for five years after the 
merger is complete. The agreement also commits the New T-Mobile to build out a 5G network throughout Texas, 
including rural areas of our state, during the next six years.

The objectives in joining the initial lawsuit were to protect Texans from unnecessary price hikes and to ensure that 
Texans living in both urban and rural areas will not get stuck with substandard service as the market for wireless 
telecommunication services evolves to adopt new standards of technology with the power to transform the Texas 
economy. Terms of the settlement agreement include the following requirements for the New T-Mobile:

• Give all Texas customers access to the same or better unlimited talk, text, and data rate plans as those offered by 
T-Mobile as of the date of the agreement for the next five years;

• Give all Texas customers access to T-Mobile limited data rate plans at a cost far below what is currently offered in 
the industry;

• Commit to provide 5G wireless broadband coverage to areas where most Texans live, including most Texans living 
in rural portions of the state within the next three years and to expand that 5G coverage dramatically within the 
next six years;

• Offer Texas residents that are currently employed by Sprint and T-Mobile substantially similar employment with 
the New T-Mobile.

AG Paxton Announces Settlement
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As the state expanded throughout the years and the population increased, the number of counties did, too. The 
earliest counties in Texas history were called municipios and date back to Spanish rule. There were 23 municipios in 
what’s now the southeastern part of the state.

Texas became independent in 1836, and the municipios became counties. As settlers moved west, Texas added 14 
new counties in under 10 years. When Texas joined the United States, the number of counties went from 37 to 67.
When Texas sold land to the United States as part of the Compromise of 1850, another nine counties were added. 
By 1860, there were 152 counties in the state.

The Constitution of 1876, which is what much of Texas state law today is based on, set requirements for Texas 
counties. New counties had to be at least 900 square miles and, whenever possible, laid out like a grid.
Land known as the Young Territory in the Panhandle plains was split into 54 counties that year, which is why 
northwest Texas counties are squares and rectangles. The borders of older counties in the southern part of the state 
follow natural boundaries such as water basins

During the end of the 19th century, Texas’ larger counties in the western part of the state were split into smaller 
units as the population grew. The state’s last county, Loving County, was added in 1931.

Texas basically has 254 counties because it’s so big — with about 28 million people and over 268,00 square miles. It 
is the second largest state in both population and area. Texans followed a guideline that no one should be more than 
a day’s travel from their courthouse, keeping the counties relatively small.

Voter Turnout and How it Looks in Texas: 
In Texas, voter turnout in non-presidential and midterm elections have very few people vote in constitutional 
amendment elections. This year, 12% of registered voters cast ballots, compared with 6% of the state’s 15 million 
registered voters who voted in 2017. By comparison, 59% of eligible voters cast a ballot in the latest presidential 
election. Turnout relies heavily on what is on the ballot. 

Texas has one of the worst voter participation rates — and youth voters' turnout is particularly dire. But some see "a 
lot of potential" as one in three Texas voters are expected to be younger than 30 by 2022.

As for the 2019 election results, those voters that turned out supported 9 of the 10 proposed amendment changes 
to the Texas Constitution. The only item on the ballot that did not pass was Proposition 1, which would permit 
elected municipal court judges to serve multiple municipalities at the same time. Remember to vote next election 
and bring a friend!

Texas has 254 counties — far more than any other state. The reason? The state is huge, and its founders wanted to 
keep residents close to their local governments.

Georgia, with 159 counties, has the second most. Delaware, with three counties, has the fewest. California, which 
has the largest population, has just 58 counties!

So why does Texas have so many?

Why Does Texas Have So Many Counties???

Basically, Texas is big, and the state's founders wanted 
to keep its local governments small. In the state’s early 
days — Texas became a state in 1845 — Texans 
needed to be close to those local governments, which 
were responsible for courts, jails, schools and roads. 
Counties needed to be small enough that residents 
could travel to and from their courthouse in a day on 
horseback to do business. Most farmers couldn’t 
afford to take more than one day off to travel to the 
county seat.
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Once each decade, America comes together to count every person in the United States. The next count will take 
place April 1, 2020. The decennial census is the nation’s largest peacetime effort in American history. As the 
2nd largest state in the union, making sure Texas Counts is important! 

• It’s about representation.
Between 2000 and 2010, Texas added over 4 
million residents and gained 3 congressional 
seats. Since the last census, Texas has added 
over 3.5 million and is well positioned to gain at 
least two additional congressional seats after 
2020.

• It’s about federal dollars.
The distribution of more than $675 billion in 
federal funds, grants, and support to states, 
counties, and communities are based on census 
data. This money is spent on schools, hospitals, 
roads, public works, and other vital programs. 
An undercount of the Texas population of just 
1% could translate to a loss of $300 million in 
federal funding for the state and Texans.

• It’s about our businesses and communities.
Businesses drive our fast growing economy and 
are the population engine of many of our 
communities in Texas. These businesses use 
Census data to understand customer needs and 
where to locate, creating economic 
opportunities for our communities. In 2016, 
Texas received $59.4 billion in federal funding 
derived from Census data. These dollars 
support housing, transportation, education, 
health, and other services that direct improve 
the quality of life for all Texans.

• It's about data.
The 2020 decennial census data will serve as 
the base for nearly all demographic and socio-
economic statistics for the next 10 years. The 
quality of these data is directly linked to a 
complete and accurate count in 2020.

In lieu of state support to ensure accurate census numbers, 
several nonprofits, local governments and philanthropy 
organizations have formed Texas Counts, a centralized hub for 
the 2020 census.

The Center for Public Policy Priorities, one of the organizations 
heading up Texas Counts, estimates 25% of Texans are 
considered hard to count because they live in Spanish-speaking 
or immigrant communities, reside in sparse rural areas or are 
experiencing homelessness. Texas Counts will execute a two-
pronged approach to make sure Texas gets counted accurately. 
One focus is on engagement with local groups across the state 
like health clinics, businesses and faith-based organizations. The 
other is on issuing grants to communities from a statewide fund 
for things like outreach to hard-to-reach communities and 
workers to support understaffed complete count committees.

Federal, state and local governments use census data for things 
like redistricting and appropriating funds, as well as the number 
of seats Texas will be allotted in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Estimates suggest Texas could gain up to three 
U.S. House seats after the 2020 census. 

The Legislature failed to pass several bills that would have 
provided funding to support the census. Instead, lawmakers left 
it up to cities, counties and the federal government to handle the 
census, unlike other large states, like California, which is 
spending $154 million on ensuring an accurate count.
This is not the first time the state has declined to provide 
significant support or funding to the census. It did the same in 
2010.

The Center for Public Policy Priorities noted one in four rural 
Texas residents does not have broadband service, which could 
possibly lower census response rates from outlying areas. The 
center has estimated $300 million per year in federal program 
funding could be lost from a one percent census undercount in 
Texas.

For the first time, the U.S. census will play out primarily online 
and only about 26% of households — mostly in areas with low 
Internet subscription rates — are set to receive paper 
questionnaires either in the mail or hand-delivered to their 
addresses by mid-March, when all households can take part in 
the count.

(Continued on next page)
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The 2020 Census (continued…)
In May, the Census Bureau will begin visiting homes that haven’t responded to the 2020 Census to make sure 
everyone is counted. In December 2020, the Census Bureau will deliver apportionment counts to the president and 
Congress, as required by law.

By March 31, 2021, the Census Bureau will send redistricting counts to states. This information is used to redraw 
legislative districts based on population changes.

The 2020 Census will mark the 24th time that the country has counted its population since 1790. For more 
information, visit https://2020census.gov.

How Localities Can Support the 2020 Census
Twenty-four states have made commitments to ensure an accurate and full count in their states. As localities 
working on census outreach, your expertise and insight will be key to support the state effort to make sure Texans 
get counted in the 2020 Census. Here is how you can support the state: 

• Educate local elected leaders that represent you in state government on the importance of the 
2020 Census to your community and the need for outreach. 

• Advocate with the same local elected leaders to vocally support to a state level Complete Count 
Committee (CCC) that can help support your local community on your 2020 Census efforts. 

• Advocate for state funding to be provided to support or compliment local communities and help 
ensure your community can implement your robust strategy. 

Learn about your community’s “hard to count” 
neighborhoods and encourage local leaders to begin 
comprehensive outreach plans now. 

Visit http://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/ 
to find areas of Texas that are the hardest to count

https://2020census.gov/
http://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/
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According to a survey from the League of Women Voters of Texas found 20% of Texas county election websites are 
following best security practices. The review looked at nine points of criteria:

• Website security: counties earned points for having secure websites, including “.gov” domains and “https” URLs.
• Mobile friendly: each website was tested for its compatibility with mobile devices.
• Accessibility: the sites were judged on keywords like “election” or “voting” on the home page.
• Election information: reviewers looked at ease of accessible voter and election information like detailed contact 

information for county election offices, dates and hours for early voting and Election Day, registration 
information, polling locations, and personnel, sample ballots, election results and candidate filing.

• Help for special categories of voters: the survey reviewed how much information was provided for military and 
overseas voters, students, and voters with special needs

• Voter ID: websites earned points for listing the seven acceptable photo voter IDs, as well as information in 
Spanish and links to the Texas secretary of State’s Voter ID documents.

• Texas Secretary of State: If counties linked to VoteTexas.Gov or the Secretary of State’s website.
• Languages: counties earned a “zero” if information is only provided in English.
• Nonpartisan Voters Guide: If websites linked to the League of Women Voters nonpartisan voters guide, counties 

earned 5 bonus points.

The survey results found that there are many counties with a lot of resources, and counties with very few resources. 

A quick glance at the county website can determine the resources offered.  As predicted, Texas metro areas scored 
best, while most rural communities had lower scores.  More than 70 counties scored less than 39 points, earning 
“Inadequate” status. Some even got a “zero” overall.  In addition, nine counties had “.gov” domains.

“.gov” domains are more susceptible to a bad actor coming along and easily creating a website that looks kind of like 
a government website and pretend to be a credible county website.  The bad actor then places wrong information 
on the site and use that in their social media to try to put out bad information which could be disastrous. 

A new state law requires all counties to undergo an Election Security Assessment (ESA). According to the Texas 
Secretary of State’s office, “all paperwork associated with initiating a county ESA must be completed by December 
31, 2019. Counties must complete their ESA by July 31, 2020.”

Click here to refer to the county list to find out how each county did in the review.

https://www.votetexas.gov/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NoJso9vpsC5HuDyQpGHEi0iPVCIbGVBZriAND9xEKeA/edit
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By: Darrell W. Vickers, AIA, CP&Y, Inc.

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was signed into law on July 26, 1990 and prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of disability in all areas of public life.  Although the law has been around for nearly 30 years, the 
implementation of the law has been slow to gain acceptance.  The law encompasses five primary areas:

1. Title I – Employment
2. Title II – State and local Governments

a. Subtitle A, protects qualified individuals with disabilities from discrimination on the basis of disability in 
services, programs, or activities, including employment, that are provided or made available by public 
entities.

b. Subtitle B, extends coverage to all public entities that provide public transportation, regardless of 
whether they receive Federal financial assistance.

3. Title III – Public Accommodations (and Commercial Facilities)
4. Title IV – Telecommunications
5. Title V – Miscellaneous Provisions

The information below is by no means comprehensive but is provided to give guidance to assist in bringing 
communities into compliance with the requirements of the ADA.  There are many resources to assist in bringing your 
community into compliance.  The Department of Justice (DOJ) provides a number of resources and guides to assist 
you.  There are also 10 Regional ADA Centers that have also been set up to assist communities in reaching 
compliance.  Texas falls in Region 6, and the Center is in Houston.  

The Center's mission is to promote voluntary compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) by 
providing three core services — technical assistance, training and materials dissemination. Public entities are 
required to comply with requirements of the Texas Accessibility Standard; however, it is important to know that 
ADA covers quite a bit more ground than the Texas Accessibility Standard does – and there are subtle differences 
between the two.  Knowledge and implementation of the requirements of both standards is your best defense.  

Our focus for this article is Title II, specifically Subtitle A.  As it pertains to small towns, the impact of compliance may
take one of two forms, depending upon the number of employees that a public entity employs.  All public entities 
were required to conduct a self-evaluation (along with a few other minor items) by 1992.  Public entities that 
employ more than 50 people (including full, part-time and seasonal employees), were also required to complete a 
transition plan within 6-months of the self-evaluation.  Many public entities did not complete this requirement and, 
if they did, changes to facilities and programs over the last three decades make it necessary to update these plans. 

A self-evaluation is a comprehensive review that outlines barriers to programs for people with disabilities.  
Specifically, the public entity must review its policies, procedures, and practices to identify barriers that do not 
comply with ADA. A self-evaluation does not require that all architectural barriers be removed, only that the 
program, is accessible. When a program is not accessible, modifications are to be made.  The self-evaluation includes 
any buildings, pedestrian pathways, sidewalks, crosswalks, etc., as well as services and activities of the public entity. 
The self-evaluation identifies those areas that are currently barriers for persons with disabilities.  

Title II is enforced by the DOJ. It is known that there are costs associated with bringing existing buildings into 
compliance. It is possible to look at alternative solutions to resolve some of the issues that may be identified during 
the self-evaluation.  For example, if a public entity has council chamber that is on the second floor of a building that 
does not have an elevator, relocating public council meetings to the first floor, or a compliant school cafeteria would 
meet the requirements of the ADA. This can be accomplished without necessarily spending a lot of money to bring a 
non-compliant building into compliance.

(Continued on next page)

http://www.southwestada.org/html/core_serv.html
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By: Darrell W. Vickers, AIA, CP&Y, Inc.

Transition plans are created in order to address architectural barriers that are found during the self-evaluation.  The 
transition plan provides a description of methods that will be used to correct non-compliance, and a thorough 
schedule to achieve the necessary alterations.  It is also important to estimate the costs of bringing non-compliant 
elements into compliance.  Correctly completing a transition plan and working towards elimination of barriers will 
help you to maintain your sanity should the DOJ stop by for a visit.  The goal of compliance is to make our 
communities more inclusive for all your residents.  Diligence is needed when not only putting your plan together but 
also when it comes to resolving issues identified during the plan formulation. In the case of a citizen complaint or a 
settlement agreement with the DOJ, public entities are often required to complete a self-evaluation and transition 
plan. In these cases, timelines for compliance are not overly generous.

Public entities with 50 or more employees are required to appointment an ADA coordinator.  The role of the 
coordinator is to coordinate ADA compliant, often through the self-assessment and transition plan.  The ADA 
Coordinator is responsible for developing and distributing public notices about ADA compliance and responding to 
general inquires.  The Department of Justice has prepared a State and Local Government ADA Best Practices Toolkit 
that provides information on the administrative requirements of the ADA, gives notice about the ADA’s 
requirements and the path to take to establish a grievance procedure.

The ADA does not have a “grandfather” clause. All buildings were required to comply with the 1991 ADA Standards. 
Any facilities built or modified after March 15, 2012 are required to comply with the 2010 ADA Standards for 
accessible design. The law does, however, have a “safe harbor” provision, which means you do not have to make 
modifications to elements in buildings that comply wit the 1991 ADA Standards. 

All public entities are required to comply with the ADA.  There are over 54 million Americans who have a disability. 
According to the 2013-2017 American Community Survey, 15.1% of people living in rural areas have a disability. It is 
especially important to be in compliance. This brings communities together by allowing all citizens an opportunity to 
remain active and vibrant members of their communities.  

The Department of Justice (DOJ), US Access Board, and the ADA National Network have  several resources available 
to help on you on your way to compliance.  There are also a few design and professional services firms with the 
expertise to assist you should you lack the necessary in-house resources. 

Meeting the Challenge, Inc. (MTC) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of CP&Y. CP&Y’s Americans with Disabilities Act 
Accessibility Compliance group has the broad-based knowledge, resources, and affiliate network to provide 
clients with solutions to their accessibility and compliance challenges under federal disability rights laws.
MTC has audited thousands of facilities for compliance with the ADA and offers a comprehensive range of services 
can fulfill all the ADA compliance efforts of any public or private entity.

For more information visit https://mtcaccessibility.com/ or contact Darrell Vickers at dvickers@cpyi.com or Jennifer 
Boen at jboen@cpyi.com
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especially important to be in compliance. This brings communities together by allowing all citizens an opportunity to 
remain active and vibrant members of their communities.  

The Department of Justice (DOJ), US Access Board, and the ADA National Network have  several resources available 
to help on you on your way to compliance.  There are also a few design and professional services firms with the 
expertise to assist you should you lack the necessary in-house resources. 

Meeting the Challenge, Inc. (MTC) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of CP&Y. CP&Y’s Americans with Disabilities Act 
Accessibility Compliance group has the broad-based knowledge, resources, and affiliate network to provide 
clients with solutions to their accessibility and compliance challenges under federal disability rights laws.
MTC has audited thousands of facilities for compliance with the ADA and offers a comprehensive range of services 
can fulfill all the ADA compliance efforts of any public or private entity.

For more information visit https://mtcaccessibility.com/ or contact Darrell Vickers at dvickers@cpyi.com or Jennifer 
Boen at jboen@cpyi.com

https://mtcaccessibility.com/
http://cpyi.com
http://cpyi.com
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Connected Nation Texas Searching for Communities that want to 
Improve Internet Access
Connected Nation Texas (CN Texas) has launched its more than two-year program to connect and support the 1.45 
million rural Texans who do not have access to high-speed (broadband) internet.

As part of that work, CN Texas is looking for nearly two-dozen communities that would like to develop a Technology 
Action Plan to improve broadband access for their businesses, residents, and local organizations and institutions. 
Two Texas communities have already launched work to develop a plan: Wharton County and Rains County.

Funding through the Texas Rural Funders Collaborative is helping fund rural communities that have been left out of 
the opportunities and resources internet access and its related technology can provide.

According to the  Federal Communications Commission (FCC), 31.1 percent of rural Texans lack access to high-speed 
internet. That’s compared to just 2.6 percent in urban areas. CN Texas is a local division of the national nonprofit 
Connected Nation, which has worked in Texas since 2009. The latest statewide effort was launched earlier this year 
after the new funding was secured.

Connected Nation has helped more than 300 communities across the United States develop community-specific 
Technology Action Plans through its Connected program. This program empowers local, collaborative, data-driven 
technology planning to inform intelligent, digital development by working with a local broadband team.

To learn more about CN Texas or if you’re a community leader or stakeholder who wants to discuss developing a 
Technology Action Plan for your area, email CN Texas at jharris@connectednation.org or visit the website at 
https://connectednation.org/texas/.

Learn more about the Connected Program at https://connectednation.org/connect-my-community/.

http://connectednation.org
https://connectednation.org/texas/
https://connectednation.org/connect-my-community/
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Committee structure) Texas Administrative Code Proposed Rules
The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) is accepting comment on the proposed rule revision 
for the Community Development Fund. The revision replaces traditional Regional Review 
Committee structure with a process that includes regional project priorities, state scoring similar 
to previous CD application cycles, and a Unified Scoring Committee for the remaining scoring 
criteria.

The Proposed rules to implement the unified scoring committee process were published December 27, 2019 and can be 
found at:  
https://www.sos.texas.gov/texreg/archive/December272019/Proposed%20Rules/4.AGRICULTURE.html#18

Public Hearings will be held: 
• January 22, at 3:00pm  - Austin Public Library, Carver Branch 1161 Angelina Street Austin, Texas 
• January 27, 10:30am Via webinar (see TDA website for details) 

Written public comments will be accepted through 5:00 p.m. on February 3, 2020: 
• By mail: Suzanne Barnard, Director for CDBG Programs, Texas Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 12847, Austin, 

Texas 78711 
• By email: RuleComments@TexasAgriculture.gov 

https://www.sos.texas.gov/texreg/archive/December272019/Proposed%2520Rules/4.AGRICULTURE.html
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Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative
Providing Dedicated Service to our Members for over 75 years

Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative is one of the largest electric cooperatives in Texas and they have been serving 
Central Texas’ electricity needs for over 75 years and counting. Bluebonnet Electric Coop. is a Texas born company 
dedicated to bringing Texans safe, efficient, and affordable power by continuously utilizing the most innovative 
technology available.

Bluebonnet is among the most progressive, technologically advanced utility companies in the country.

155 Electric Ave.
Bastrop, Texas 78602
(888) 622-2583
www.bluebonnetelectric.coop

To vote in Texas for the following elections be sure to register by the deadlines listed below.

Primary Election:
Ø February 3, 2020 is the last day to register to vote.
Ø February 18, 2020 is the first day of early voting.
Ø February 28, 2020 is the last day of early voting.
Ø March 3, 2020 is Primary Election Day.

Uniform Election:
Ø April 2, 2020 is the last day to register.
Ø April 20, 2020 is the first day of early voting.
Ø April 28, 2020 is the last day of early voting.
Ø May 2, 2020 is the Uniform Election Date. 

Primary Run-off Election:
Ø April 27, 2020 is the last day to register to vote.
Ø May 18, 2020 is the first day of early voting.
Ø May 22, 2020 is the last day of early voting.
Ø May 26, 2020 is Primary Runoff Election Day.

General Election:
Ø October 5, 2020 is the last day to register to vote.
Ø October 19, 2020 is the first day of early voting.
Ø October 30, 2020 is the last day of early voting.
Ø November 3, 2020 is the General Election.

Important 2020 Election Dates & Deadlines:

http://www.bluebonnetelectric.coop/
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Local Partners who Love Rural Texas & Their Community

Do you know one?
Do you have a private business in your community  who wants to partner with ARCIT?  If so, they may want to join 
ARCIT as a Private Community Partner!  This is any business in your community that wants to collaborate with rural 
communities and receive information from ARCIT and our members.  Please ask that local business to join forces 
with ARCIT to help preserve YOUR community and  to fight for rural and small communities in Texas.

Private Community Partners (PCP) are specific to a community.  These private community partners are a business in 
a community supporting rural and smaller communities and the issues impacting those communities. PCP’s may 
include large and small businesses, community and civic organizations, faith-based organizations, schools, colleges 
and universities, regional government organizations located in a rural or small community.

Private Community Partners are integral parts of the communities in which they live and work. They are cognizant of 
how their decisions may impact their neighbors and tend to be involved in the community. A private community 
partner benefits the local economy, personal relationships and helps build the community for the better. 

Collaborating with PCP’s is becoming increasingly important as the threat of removing local control by the legislature 
becomes more prominent. There is power in numbers when seeking answers to a problem or set of problems, so 
working with local businesses in your community can be significant and long-lasting, and ARCIT wants to work with 
those leaders in your community.  

If you know of a business passionate about your community and would like to be part of our organization, please 
contact Kara at kara@arcit.org. We would love to welcome them to the ARCIT family and be part of the 
conversations occurring at the state and federal level that ultimately impact YOUR community. 

Which local business in your community may be interested in joining ARCIT?  
Together we are stronger!  

Contact Kara at kara@arcit.org for more information

of ARCIT!

http://arcit.org
http://arcit.org
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Member Resources
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Member Resources

McLane Intelligent Solutions)
(866) 551-4628
info@mclaneintel.com
www.mclaneintel.com

Public Management
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
281-592-0439

Encompass More
213 S. Sierra Ave.
Oakdale, CA 95361
(214) 415-0097
https://www.encompassmore.com/

Corporate Office
345 Miron Drive
Southlake, Texas 76092
Phone: 817 - 421-5400
Phone: 800 - 883-1199
Fax: 817 - 488-8477
https://www.govcap.com/

http://www.cpyi.com/contact-us
P: 214.638.0500

http://mclaneintel.com
http://www.mclaneintel.com/
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
https://www.encompassmore.com/
https://www.govcap.com/
http://www.cpyi.com/contact-us

