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Together we are making a difference 
for rural and small communities in 
Texas! Encourage others to do the 
same by asking them to join ARCIT 
and help build a better Texas.

The Link Between Housing and Economic Development

2019 ARCIT Board of Directors

Rural and small communities often have less housing supply available than larger 
towns. The smaller the place, the larger the challenge.  A shortage of appropriate 
housing leads to the loss of economic development opportunities.

When a business is growing in a small town, this growth may be constrained by 
workforce shortfalls because employees cannot find nearby housing. Or, if 
employees choose to live in a larger town and commute to the small town, the 
local economic development potential of business growth is diminished. In some 
instances, business growth is curtailed, or businesses relocate to or invest in 
expansion in larger communities where housing is a smaller issue.

Aging housing stock, misalignment between available housing and market needs, 
and affordability all have the potential to become a hinderance on small town 
economic vitality. Understanding that housing and local economic vitality are 
linked, can aid local and state efforts on housing challenges rural communities 
face. The solutions are multifaceted, however, has your community considered 
the following?

• Local and nonprofit developers — For-profit developers often pass over small 
markets; they can make more money elsewhere.  Encouraging developers who 
care not just about profit, but also about the community is an important 
strategy. Local developers, as well as nonprofit developers are more motivated 
to figure out strategies that work locally.  What more can you do to encourage 
the emergence of these developers in your community?

• Housing rehab — An aging housing infrastructure can need help and a little 
tender loving care.  Often the cost of new construction outpaces market 
values, and existing home rehabilitation offers an alternative.  Again, local 
developers, as well as financing opportunities, must be aligned for the strategy 
to work.

• Engage local businesses — Local business leaders are often acutely aware of 
the impact of housing on their workforce.  Does your community have 
businesses getting involved in housing development? A systematic approach to 
engaging business leaders and economic developers in housing could unlock 
new resources. 

(Continued on next page)

Increasingly, we see rural and small 
community housing as an economic 
development issue. While adequate and 
affordable housing is a quality of life issue, it 
also plays an important role in economic 
development. A lack of local housing can 
challenge successful business start-up or 
business growth strategies.

http://www.arcit.org/
http://arcit.org
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In addition to these ideas, financing for both developers and individuals, innovative approaches to materials, 
multifamily housing, smaller square foot options, increased direct government investment, and changes in public 
policy all offer promise for communities in need of housing.  

For local economic development to succeed, communities need housing availability that is adequate for market 
expectations and affordable to residents.

Under a new federal bill introduced by a bipartisan group of legislators, each state could be assigned a cybersecurity 
coordinator to work with all levels of government to prepare, respond and remediate cyberattacks 

The Cybersecurity State Coordinator Act of 2020 would establish a standalone, federally funded program housed in 
the Department of Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA). CISA will appoint 
each state’s coordinator. The proposed law is sponsored by Sen. Maggie Hassan (D-NH), joined by co-sponsor Sen. 
Gary Peters (D-MI), the top Democrat on the Senate Homeland Security Committee.  Sens. John Cornyn (R-TX) and 
Rob Portman (R-OH) are also co-sponsoring this legislation.  

One catalyst for the bill comes from states lacking the resources, technical acumen, and “situational awareness” to 
secure their systems, or adequately respond to an attack. Beyond the states, cybersecurity coordinators will also work 
with schools, hospitals, and other organizations. The coordinators will assist states to better understand relevant 
threats, access federal cybersecurity resources, and respond to potential attacks.

The state coordinators’ duties will combine elements of training, advisory work, and program development, including:
Improve coordination within federal entities and between federal and non-federal entities, including state and local 
governments and other organizations.

• Support preparation, response, and remediation efforts relating to cybersecurity risks and incidents, including 
ransomware.

• Facilitate the sharing of cyber threat information.
• Raise awareness of financial, technical, and operational resources that the federal government offers to non-

federal entities to help prevent cyber threats.

The bipartisan bill is intended to improve communication between the federal government, states, and localities, 
while strengthening cybersecurity preparedness in communities across the country.

All 50 States May Gain Cybersecurity Coordinators
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Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has indicated that he may decrease the threshold to bring a bill 
to the Senate floor to a simple majority should Republicans lose one or two seats in 
November.

The lieutenant governor commented on this at a conservative policy conference in 
Austin while discussing the current makeup of the upper chamber; currently with 19 
Republicans and 12 Democrats. Currently, 19 votes are required to put legislation 
on the floor for passage. However, Republicans could lose at least one caucus 
member in 2020. Sen. Pete Flores, R-Pleasanton, is running for reelection in a 
historically Democratic district after winning his seat in a 2018 special election 
upset.

Threshold to Bring Bills to the Texas Senate Floor Could be Lowered

Losing one or two republican seats would require the Senate to go to 16,  a simple majority,  because Lt. Gov Patrick 
expressed, “he would not be stopped in leading on federalism in the United States of America.”

Patrick also indicated he was confident that Republicans would be successful up and down the ballot in November and 
keep the majority in the Senate.  In response, Democrats called the potential change as just another way to circumvent the 
process and pass Republican legislation.

Patrick's comments were most notable because he raised the prospect of Democrats flipping more than just Flores' seat. 

A change in the threshold only requires a simple majority when senators vote to approve their rules at the start of every 
legislative session.  This would not be the first time the Lt. Governor proposed decreasing the threshold.  After becoming 
lieutenant governor in 2015, the Senate lowered its long-standing "two-thirds rule" — a 21-vote threshold — to three-
fifths, requiring 19 votes. This change allowed Republicans in the Senate to bring up a host of conservative priorities for 
consideration.

At the direction of Governor Greg Abbott, the Texas Department of Public 
Safety (DPS) produced and released two state intelligence assessments on 
critical threats to Texas. The two reports — Assessing the Mass Attacks Threat 
to Texas and Texas Domestic Terrorism Threat Assessment — were among 
many topics discussed at the Domestic Terrorism Task Force roundtable hosted 
by Governor Abbott at the Texas State Capitol.

The reports will assist law enforcement and the public by providing increased
information and awareness of mass attacks and domestic terrorism threats to 
our state.

Texas Department of Public Safety Releases Mass Attacks, Domestic 
Terrorism Reports

As DPS continues to work with law enforcement partners to combat the threat of domestic terrorism and mass 
attacks in Texas, Texans have an  important role they can play in reporting suspicious activity. Texans are urged to 
report suspicious activity to their local law enforcement or through the iWatchTexas program, a system that 
captures and connects potential criminal, terroristic or school safety-related threats in Texas.

iWatchTexas is designed to make it quick and easy for the public to report suspicious activity in Texas. The public 
can submit a report through the iWatchTexas mobile app, which is free and available on iTunes and Google Play; 
online at www.iwatchtx.org; or by calling 1-844-643-2251. All reports are confidential; however, there is an 
option to provide contact information, to allow officials to follow up with any additional questions.  Reports 
should take less than five minutes to complete.

http://www.dps.texas.gov/director_staff/media_and_communications/2020/txMassAttackAssessment.pdf
http://www.dps.texas.gov/director_staff/media_and_communications/2020/txTerrorThreatAssessment.pdf
https://iwatchtx.org/index.html
http://www.iwatchtx.org/
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products are advertised as natural alternatives to prescription medications and make unfounded claims to treat 
conditions like chronic pain, depression, anxiety, insomnia, diabetes and psychosis. However, none of these claims 
are recognized by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

In addition, due to lax labeling and licensing regulations, unsuspecting consumers may not actually know what they 
are buying.

In 2018, the federal government passed a new Farm Bill legalizing hemp and derivatives, like CBD, with less than 
0.3% of THC, or tetrahydrocannabinol. Hemp and marijuana are both part of the cannabis plant family, but while 
marijuana is rich in THC and produces a high, hemp contains only traces of the psychoactive compounds and is richer 
in CBD.

In June, Gov. Greg Abbott signed a bill legalizing hemp and bringing state policy in line with federal law. Law 
enforcement confusion has led to the wrongful arrests of some in possession of CBD or hemp even after the Texas 
law went into effect.  Still, the public policy change is an important step to allowing Texans to partake without fear of 
reprisal, according to Lisa Pittman, a lawyer on the Texas Department of Agriculture’s industrial hemp advisory 
council.

Industry leaders say they cannot calculate the exact number of new CBD businesses that have opened in Texas over 
the past year — in part because the Texas Department of State Health Services will not implement licensing 
requirements until early this year.

CBD comes in many forms: smokable flower, tinctures, topicals, edibles and much more and it’s not cheap. For 
example, offerings can range from capsules ($96 for 30) and a Full Spectrum Tincture ($82 for 1 ounce) to a PMS 
Dark Chocolate Bar ($18), infused popcorn ($7) and even Pet Hemp Oil in flavors bacon and tuna ($40).

CBD is only FDA-approved to treat two rare kinds of epilepsy via prescription drug Epidiolex. In part, this is because 
little research has been done in the U.S. on the hemp derivative.  According to the FDA,  the jury’s still out as to 
whether CBD is considered a safe substance. While CBD-infused food products can be manufactured and sold in 
Texas, they can’t cross state lines because the FDA considers the compound an “adulterant.” In the meantime, 
businesses nationwide are getting wrist slaps for making medically unproven promises. Until stricter regulations 
require retailers to have CBD-specific licenses, which will go into effect later this year, there is little to protect 
consumers from bad actors.

In the meantime, there are some measures people can take to protect themselves while the Texas hemp industry is 
in limbo, starting with labels and vendors. For example, pharmacies and health food stores are preferable to smoke 
shops and gas stations.  Any reputable company will make test results easily accessible, and customers can use them 
to check THC content. Remember, trace amounts under 0.3% may still cause someone to test positive for marijuana 
on a drug test.

Buyers should also be wary of products that make ANY explicit health claims, which are considered illegal by the 
FDA. While retailers can say a certain CBD product helps alleviate a symptom, like difficulty sleeping, they cannot say 
it treats or cures a diagnosable condition, like insomnia.

Experts Warn: Buyer Beware of CBD Products.
The market for CBD, or cannabidiol, is exploding. Stores are popping up across 
the state selling solutions and topicals. It’s being mixed into smoothies and 
coffee at cafes, spas are advertising CBD massages and therapies. Much of the 
sudden spike in popularity is thanks to a Texas law last year that legalized 
hemp, the plant from which CBD is derived.

Buyer beware, experts warn; anyone can sell CBD in Texas.  Many of the 
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ARCIT member, Bastrop County (directly east of Austin), is among a group of fast-growing rural counties in Central 
Texas struggling to make sure their residents are counted accurately during this year’s census, set to begin this 
spring.

As mentioned in the ARCIT January newsletter, every 10 years every person living in the U.S. must be counted, per 
the U.S. Constitution. The count helps the federal government decide how much money to give each state for 
various federal programs. It also determines how many Congressional seats each individual states receive.

Making sure the count is accurate is a big undertaking for any city or county but it’s especially difficult for local 
governments that don’t have the resources to begin with.  As far as rural counties go, Bastrop is right at the head of 
the list on fast growing.  Unlike large areas of rural America that have seen their populations plummet in the past 
few decades, Bastrop County has been steadily growing and is projected to keep growing.

The continued expansion of Bastrop County is why a small group of local leaders have spent the past year doing 
everything they can to prepare for the census. Among other things, the county has convened a “complete count 
committee,” a group of nonprofits and local government officials working exclusively to ensure the population is 
counted accurately.

Historically, rural counties like Bastrop have had communities undercounted because they are harder to get to 
compared to communities in larger cities. The slightest undercount has the potential to cost lots of money for vital 
services in the decade to come.  According to estimates from the Center for Public Policy Priorities, a simple 1% 
undercount could cost Texas $300 million in federal funding each year.

Rural and small communities are already living and breathing with very limited resources and an undercount to the 
Census count could translate to a community not getting a local hospital built, needed road improvements or other 
funding for services such as primary care providers, bus stops and school lunches.  Therefore rural Texas wants to 
ensure everyone is properly counted in their community.  

Rural Counties in Fast-Growing Central Texas Hustle to Prevent 
Being Undercounted in Census
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For the first time in history, Texas has topped 16 million registered voters and is adding voters faster than the 
population grows heading into the 2020 presidential election.

With the voter registration deadline passed, the state is on the brink of having 2 million more registered voters than it 
did just four years ago when President Donald Trump was first elected.

Since 2017, the population in Texas has grown by about 5 percent; but the state’s voter registration has grown about 
8 percent during that period. The increase is even more dramatic in urban areas such as Harris County, the state’s 
most populous county. While Harris County’s population has grown an estimated 4 percent since 2014, its voter 
registration has jumped 14 percent. In Bexar County the population has grown an estimated 11 percent since 2014, 
while the voter registration has jumped 19 percent.

The voter registration surge is dramatic compared to what’s happened in Texas historically. It took from 2002 to 2012 
for Texas to go from 12.1 million to 12.9 million voters. Since 2012, Texas has added over 3 million voters, with the 
bulk of those coming in the past four years.

Texas has added nearly a million voters since Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Beto O’Rourke came within 219,000 
votes of beating U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz in 2018.

Texas population and voter registration totals

Ø 2014: Population of 26,876,429. Registered voters: 13,601,324
Ø 2016: Population of 27,782,691. Registered voters: 14,238,436
Ø 2018: Population of 28,702,243; Registered voters: 15,182,885
Ø 2020: Projected population of 29,677,668; Registered voters: 16,106,984

Source: Texas Secretary of State, Texas Demographic Center

2020  ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Tuesday, OCT. 20 – Thursday, OCT. 22, 2020 | LAKEWAY, TX

Lakeway Resort & Spa

JOIN RURAL LEADERS, COMMUNITIES & INDUSTRIES FOR 
COLLABORATION, EDUCATION & ADVOCACY

SAVE THE DATE!
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Companies Accountable 
Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), along with Senators Jeanne Shaheen (D-
NH), Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Mitt Romney (R-UT), Tammy Baldwin 
(D-WI), and Susan Collins (R-ME), introduced bipartisan legislation to 
protect children from the dangers of e-cigarettes. The Resources to 
Prevent Youth Vaping Act would require that e-cigarette 
manufacturers pay user fees to the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) to help to fund more activity at FDA to conduct stronger 
oversight of the e-cigarette industry and increase awareness for the 
danger of e-cigarettes.

In recent years, the use of e-cigarettes and other electronic nicotine
delivery systems (ENDS) products, such as JUUL, has skyrocketed, particularly among teens. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) recently reported that:

• E-cigarette use among high school students rose from 1.5 percent of students in 2011 to 27.5 percent of students 
in 2019.

• E-cigarette use among middle school students also grew, from 0.6 percent of students in 2011 to 10.5 percent of 
students in 2019.

• The availability of flavored e-cigarettes, and easily-concealable vaping products, like JUUL, have made e-cigarettes 
more popular among youth.

The Resources to Prevent Youth Vaping Act increases the total amount that will be collected in tobacco user fees by 
$100 million in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 and indexes that amount to inflation for future years. The bill also authorizes 
FDA to collect user fees from all manufacturers of products that have been deemed as tobacco products by FDA, 
including e-cigarettes.  Currently, manufacturers of traditional combustible tobacco products pay into FDA user fees, 
but e-cigarette companies are exempt due to a loophole in the law. 

The amount collected from individual e-cigarette manufacturers will be proportional to their share of the overall 
tobacco market, as determined by FDA. This approach is consistent with the Trump administration’s e-cigarette user 
fee proposal included in the FY 2020 Budget.  The FDA would be able to use this additional revenue from e-cigarette 
user fees to conduct safety review of vaping products, prevent sales of e-cigarettes to minors, help support efforts to 
educate youth on the dangers of e-cigarettes and increase the agency’s oversight capabilities.

Three Texas towns vote in favor of "sanctuary cities for the unborn". 
The city councils of Big Spring and Colorado City — with populations around 28,000 and 4,000, respectively — voted 
on a version of the ordinance, which started popping up in small towns in East Texas last year. The ordinance aims to 
outlaw abortion if the U.S. Supreme Court makes it possible to do so. It also grants family members of women who 
have terminated their pregnancy the ability to sue the provider for emotional distress.

Big Spring’s vote was tentative and Colorado City’s vote was final. There are twelve local government with such an 
ordinance in effect. The East Texas town of Rusk approved a similar ordinance as well. The ordinances are 
of contested legality and enforceability. The American Civil Liberties Union has indicated it is investigating a possible 
lawsuit seeking to strike them down. Three towns — Mineral Wells, Omaha and Jacksboro — have voted down 
similar ordinances or walked them back under advice from city attorneys.

The strategy of bringing the abortion fight to the local level has divided even the staunchest anti-abortion activists. 
Some groups, including the Texas Alliance for Life, have warned against taking an inflammatory approach that is 
unlikely to survive a legal contest and could set the anti-abortion movement back in court.
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March 1st, 2020 is the deadline to file your annual Tier II report for 2019. If you store 
hazardous chemicals or extremely hazardous substances above the established threshold 
quantities at your facility, you are required to report them to TCEQ. Emergency planning 
and response agencies use this information to determine risk in your communities.

TCEQ recommends submitting all reports well before March 1st, if possible. Submit your 
report electronically using the State of Texas Environmental Electronic Reporting System 
(STEERS).

You can find more information, including applicability and reporting procedures, on 
the Tier II Chemical Reporting webpage at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/tier2

Free Webinars: Optimizing Performance of Wastewater Lagoon 
Systems
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is presenting a series of technical 
assistance webinars to highlight best practices for optimizing performance at small 
wastewater treatment lagoons.

These webinars will cover methods, techniques, and strategies that operators can use to 
get better BOD5 (5-day biochemical oxygen demand) reduction, TSS (total suspended 
solids) removal, odor control, sludge reduction, and nutrient removal, and to ultimately 
extend the dependable service years of the lagoon system.

Attendees will learn how to fine-tune their systems using relatively simple process control tools to optimize 
performance and return their system to compliance. While all plant operators may benefit from this information, 
these webinars are geared toward operators of smaller systems with a flow of less than 1 million gallons per day. 
Attendees will be able to ask questions via a chat box.

To register to attend the webinars, please visit the EPA’s GoTo Webinar registration pages:
- Optimizing Performance of Shooting Facultative Wastewater Lagoons Systems
- Optimizing Performance of Aerated Wastewater Lagoons Systems

TexasEnviroHelp - Small Business and Local Government Assistance
The Small Business and Local Government Assistance (SBLGA) program provides technical assistance without the 
threat of enforcement.

Sign up at https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTCEQ/subscriber/new to receive an email or text alert when 
TCEQ posts information regarding:
• Municipal Solid Waste Rules
• Petroleum Storage Tank Rules
• Public Water System Rules
• Landscape Irrigation Rules
• Wastewater Rules
• Septic System (OSSF) Rules
• Stormwater Permits and Rules

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/tier2
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/tier2
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/111251188694335500
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1941249754662402572
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTCEQ/subscriber/new
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Money raised and spent on political campaigns has to be accounted for in detail to include: how much a campaign raised 
and from whom, how much it spent and on what, how much it borrowed and from where, and how much money it still 
had on hand at the end of each reporting period.

Rules can vary for state and federal campaigns. For instance, a candidate for state office can raise unlimited amounts of 
money from any donor, but contributions to federal candidates are limited in size. A million-dollar donation is legal in 
Texas races — and not as uncommon as you might think, especially when you include rich candidates who self-fund — but 
not in federal ones.

There is no magic dollar amount when it comes to running for a statewide office or a legislative seat in Texas. Some of the 
most expensive campaigns have been run by people who lost, while some candidates win because of name recognition or 
the right party affiliation without spending much money at all.

Voters, business owners and organizations can support their favorite candidates by writing checks. These donations are 
required to be documented and disclosed in a candidate’s campaign finance reports that show who’s helping the 
candidate get elected and how the money is being used.  In federal races, those reports go to the Federal Election 
Commission and in state races, they go to the Texas Ethics Commission. These agencies maintain websites where voters 
and others can see the financing behind political campaigns.

Polls have shown that less than 10% of Americans have ever contributed to a candidate’s political campaign. Therefore, if 
politicians are not getting money from voters, then where is the money coming from?  Data shows that large individual 
donors account for nearly two-thirds of U.S. Senate campaigns and about half of U.S. House campaigns. Political action 
committees (PACs) are the second most common way politicians get money for their campaigns. Roughly one-third of the 
campaign cash collected by candidates for the U.S. House of Representatives was from PACs. PACs are organizations that 
raise money to sway elections or legislation of interest to their contributors. As with individual donors, the rules for their 
fundraising and spending are different at the state and federal levels. PAC’s remain a powerful way to raise money around 
an interest — or set of interests — and to use that pooled money to support like-minded candidates.

Most reports include an accounting of outstanding loans and cash on hand at the end of a reporting period.  This serves 
as a gauge of the resources a campaign has available and of its obligations to lenders. Loans can come from candidates 
themselves or from donors who hope to help a campaign and get repaid as the effort becomes more successful.

Under federal and state law, candidates cannot use campaign funds for personal use. However, candidates can donate 
campaign funds to charity, if the donation does not personally benefit the candidate. With some limits, candidates can 
also purchase gifts for people with campaign funds, if they are not related.

Candidates and campaign staffers are supposed to keep their hands out of the funds. Campaign funds cannot be used to 
pay for household items or food, funeral expenses, clothing, dry cleaning, tuition payments, mortgage, rent or utility 
payments, sporting events, concerts, dues to clubs, or salaries for the candidate’s family members. However, some 
purchases are not as clearly defined. For example, meal, travel and legal expenses are allowed only if they are used for 
campaign purposes.

There are many ins and outs to campaign finance, and it is not for the faint of heart! 

Fundraising, whether through individual donations, political party 
contributions or outside groups, can make or break a campaign for a 
candidate or a cause. In addition,  so can the campaign finance rules
that govern that fundraising. Unless you are experienced in the way 
politics operate, campaign finance law can sound like a foreign 
language.  However, the purpose is supposed to be relatively simple. 
The law regulates how money is raised and spent, and how those 
activities are reported to the public.



Page 10House Special Election Runoff Results
Last summer, three state representatives announced their resignation from the 
Texas House of Representatives: 

• HD 28: Rep John Zerwas, MD (R-Richmond) resigned to become Executive 
Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs for the University of Texas System. 

• HD 100: Rep Eric Johnson (D-Dallas) resigned when he was elected Mayor of 
Dallas 

• HD 148: Rep Jessica Farrar (D-Houston) resigned to allow her successor to 
gain seniority over next Session’s freshman members. 

Governor Greg Abbott called special elections to fill these vacancies that were held on November 5, 2019 with 
runoffs which took place on January 28, 2020. 

HD 28: This was, by far, the most interesting and hotly contested race. HD 28 has been solidly red for years, but it 
was targeted as a long-shot opportunity district to change to blue. During the 2018 election, Rep Zerwas was re-
elected with an 8- point lead over his Democrat rival, while U.S. Senator Cruz won the district by only 3- points over 
challenger Beto O’Rourke. 

On election day the field narrowed to a runoff between the top two vote winners: educator Eliz Markowitz (D-Katy) 
and businessman Gary Gates (R-Rosenberg). 29,074 people voted, with Markowitz receiving 39.1% of the vote, and 
the balance of the votes being divided among the six Republican candidates. 

This was a highly unusual special election, where more voters turned out for the runoff than did for the November 
special which prompted the runoff; exactly 1,000 additional voters turned up in the runoff over the November 
special election. In the end, Gates defeated Markowitz with 58% of the vote. 

HD 100: Attorney and community activist Lorraine Birabil (D-Dallas) defeated her opponent, developer James 
Armstrong (D-Dallas) with by a 2 to 1 margin. Birabil now enters the Primary as their reigning State Representative 
against a field of six Democrat opponents – four of which she defeated in the special election. This district is a 
Democrat stronghold, with no Republicans filing for the General Election. 

HD 148: Community activist Anna Eastman (D-Houston) defeated Luis LaRotta (R- Houston), garnering 65.47% of the 
vote. This is historically a Democratic district that favors minority candidates. Eastman will move on to run for re-
election in the 2020 Democratic primary, facing two of her former Special Election opponents -Adrian Garcia and 
Penny Shaw- while LaRotta will be running again as the sole candidate in the Republican primary. As the incumbent 
in this election, Eastman is the favored candidate for the Democratic primary. This will likely be a rematch between 
Eastman and LaRotta in November. 

House Appropriations Chair Announced
Appropriations: State Representative Giovanni Capriglione (R-South Lake) has been appointed to Chair 
the powerful House Appropriations Committee. The Appropriations Committee is responsible for 
crafting and oversight of the state budget. 

He also serves on the House Committee on Pensions, Investments & Financial Services, and the 
Legislative Budget Board. In 2019, Capriglione chaired the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Infrastructure, Resiliency & Investment. He is considered a legislative 
leader on IT and cybersecurity issues. Capriglione is a member of the Texas House.
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To vote in Texas for the following elections be sure to register by the deadlines listed below.

Primary Election:
Ø February 3, 2020 is the last day to register to vote.
Ø February 18, 2020 is the first day of early voting.
Ø February 28, 2020 is the last day of early voting.
Ø March 3, 2020 is Primary Election Day.

Uniform Election:
Ø April 2, 2020 is the last day to register.
Ø April 20, 2020 is the first day of early voting.
Ø April 28, 2020 is the last day of early voting.
Ø May 2, 2020 is the Uniform Election Date. 

Primary Run-off Election:
Ø April 27, 2020 is the last day to register to vote.
Ø May 18, 2020 is the first day of early voting.
Ø May 22, 2020 is the last day of early voting.
Ø May 26, 2020 is Primary Runoff Election Day.

General Election:
Ø October 5, 2020 is the last day to register to vote.
Ø October 19, 2020 is the first day of early voting.
Ø October 30, 2020 is the last day of early voting.
Ø November 3, 2020 is the General Election.

Important 2020 Election Dates & Deadlines:

201 Cambridge Rd.
Tyler, TX  75703
P: 903-581-0500
https://www.grtraylor.com/

“The oldest grant management firm in the State of Texas, 
operating continuously since 1974, and have successfully managed 

over $400 million in federal or state assisted projects.”

GARY R. TRAYLOR & ASSOCIATES, INC. is a firm of governmental consultants and planners 
serving Texas counties and municipalities in the specialized preparation of applications to 
agencies of the State and Federal government for project financing, and the administration of 
projects involving such financing through the provision of professional management and 
compliance documentation services. The company has operated continuously in these fields since 
1974 and is considered the oldest firm of its type in the State of Texas, and one of the largest.

Services:
• Strategic Planning
• Grant Applications & Approvals
• Public Hearings
• Funding Strategies
• Training

“Always working for your community…always.”

https://www.grtraylor.com/
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Local Partners who Love Rural Texas & Their Community

Do you know one?
Do you have a private business in your community  who wants to partner with ARCIT?  If so, they may want to join 
ARCIT as a Private Community Partner!  This is any business in your community that wants to collaborate with rural 
communities and receive information from ARCIT and our members.  Please ask that local business to join forces 
with ARCIT to help preserve YOUR community and  to fight for rural and small communities in Texas.

Private Community Partners (PCP) are specific to a community.  These private community partners are a business in 
a community supporting rural and smaller communities and the issues impacting those communities. PCP’s may 
include large and small businesses, community and civic organizations, faith-based organizations, schools, colleges 
and universities, regional government organizations located in a rural or small community.

Private Community Partners are integral parts of the communities in which they live and work. They are cognizant of 
how their decisions may impact their neighbors and tend to be involved in the community. A private community 
partner benefits the local economy, personal relationships and helps build the community for the better. 

Collaborating with PCP’s is becoming increasingly important as the threat of removing local control by the legislature 
becomes more prominent. There is power in numbers when seeking answers to a problem or set of problems, so 
working with local businesses in your community can be significant and long-lasting, and ARCIT wants to work with 
those leaders in your community.  

If you know of a business passionate about your community and would like to be part of our organization, please 
contact Kara at kara@arcit.org. We would love to welcome them to the ARCIT family and be part of the 
conversations occurring at the state and federal level that ultimately impact YOUR community. 

Which local business in your community may be interested in joining ARCIT?  
Together we are stronger!  

Contact Kara at kara@arcit.org for more information

of ARCIT!

http://arcit.org
http://arcit.org
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McLane Intelligent Solutions)
(866) 551-4628
info@mclaneintel.com
www.mclaneintel.com

Public Management
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
281-592-0439

Encompass More
213 S. Sierra Ave.
Oakdale, CA 95361
(214) 415-0097
https://www.encompassmore.com/

Corporate Office
345 Miron Drive
Southlake, Texas 76092
Phone: 817 - 421-5400
Phone: 800 - 883-1199
Fax: 817 - 488-8477
https://www.govcap.com/

http://www.cpyi.com/contact-us
P: 214.638.0500

http://mclaneintel.com
http://www.mclaneintel.com/
http://www.publicmgt.com/contact
https://www.encompassmore.com/
https://www.govcap.com/
http://www.cpyi.com/contact-us

